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EDITORIAL 


ACTION, CONTEMPLATION, AND THE BREVIARY REFORM 


recent decree the Sacred Congregation Rites “On Reducing 
the Rubrics Simpler Form” expresses the mind the Holy See 


labor. The preamble says that these changes are made the re- 
quest many bishops order that priests, who are obliged the 

recitation the Breviary, may have more time devote parochial 
and other duties. modifications, which become effective January 1956, are 
only preliminary, commentators tell us, more complete reform the Breviary. 


The new decree divided into five sections: “General Rules,” “Variations the 
Calendar,” Commemorations,” “Variations the Breviary,” and the “Variations 
the most radical features the new regulations, according Mon- 
signor Fenton, editor the Ecclesiastical Review, are the following: The 
abolition the rank and the rite semi-double feasts under which almost one hundred 
the liturgical days the year have hitherto been classified; (2) The suppression 
all octaves other than those Christmas, Easter and Pentecost; and (3) The concentra- 
tion the essentials the Divine Office.” The prayers which present precede 
follow the canonical hours the Pater, the and sometimes the Credo are 
dropped. Preces dominicales also suppressed. 


The present decree the Sacred Congregation Rites legislates only for the use 
the Roman Breviary. What effect the decree may have upon subsequent legisla- 
tion regarding the Monastic Breviary remains seen. Historically, however, the 
Monastic Breviary has followed the pattern general breviary reforms, such those 
Pope Pius and Pope St. Pius Prior the publication the decree “On Re- 
ducing the Rubrics Simpler Form,” the Preces was suppressed the Monastic 
Breviary. 1951 permission was granted the American Cassinese Congregation 
say Compline after the anticipation Matins and Lauds. This permission was like- 
wise extended the various Congregations Benedictine Sisters the United States. 
the present time the majority the communities Benedictine Sisters this 
country chant Compline their night prayer. approximate, whenever feasible, 
the time designated for the praying the various canonical Hours the ideal. 


According Monsignor Fenton: “The general tendency the new legislation 
take away many the mechanical difficulties that work distract the priest 
saying his breviary and detract from the prayerful quality the recitation the 
Divine They are also calculated help the priest concentrate more 
effectively his recitation the great public liturgical prayer the Catholic Church.” 
The decree, therefore, reasserts the importance the Divine Office and the necessity 
praying “with greater zeal and fervor.” 

Although the recent decree does not apply Benedictines and other religious 
who share the great prayer the Church through the recitation the Monastic 
Breviary, they might well profit from consideration the ideals sets forth. Com- 
Mentators the decree stress the fact that places emphasis upon essentials 


the Divine Office.” 


concerning the importance the Divine Office and that apostolic 


"AG 


Whatever may “the essentials the Divine Office” from technical point 
view, evident from the Fathers the Church and from early monastic history 
that the public prayer the early Church consisted primarily the Psalmody, the 
Hymns, and the Prayer. The keynote the Divine Office, expressed chiefly the 
psalms and the recurrent Gloria Patri, that praise and adoration the Blessed 
Trinity. The essential spirit for fitting participation the official prayer the 
Church one self-immolation the presence the true and living God. “Let your 
heart harmony with your words,” admonishes St. Benedict. 


One the distinct features the present breviary reform that while abolishes 
complicated additions the Office, stresses the dignity and importance the Divine 
Office the prayer par excellence. The words, inspired the Holy Spirit, the prin- 
ciple unity and the link uniting the members the Mystical Body with Christ its 
Head, not only praise God but present the needs the universal Church the “Pray- 
er” now known the Collect. 

The Divine Office, the God,” St. Benedict well realized, contains 
within itself all the forms acquired and infused prayer. The reading the Fathers 
represents the meditative and discursive element prayer. Countless are the prayers 
the Breviary which “express simple gazing divine contempla- 
tion various levels. 

Without minimizing the excellence the great liturgical prayer the Church, 
the new decree breviary reform reduces the length the Divine Office order that 
priests may have more time devote other phases the apostolate. The fusion 
prayer and apostolic action was sanctioned Christ and His apostles. Today, 
through the decree, the Vicar Christ, reminds priests their obligation pray, 
teach, and administer the corporal and spiritual works mercy. 

Although the recent decree does not effect those obligated the recitation the 
Monastic Breviary, reminds them also their twofold responsibility praying for 
the entire Church and engaging apostolic labor. One the highest forms the 
apostolate that teaching. While all work sanctified and through Christ and 
brings its own joy and reward, the joy the good teacher, however, unique. “The 
highest reward says Gilson, “is the joy making other minds similar, 
cause others think, help them becoming not only like unto their masters 
but unto the Master their masters, God.” 

The present decree concerning changes the Breviary brings into focus question 
which confronted many medieval mind: “Which better action contemplation?” 
St. Thomas Aquinas, who revered truth and loved the Gospel, could not deny the words 
Christ, “Mary has chosen the better part.” Yet ingeniously answered the ques- 
tion, which may paraphrased the following manner: act not noble 
contemplate, and true that teach act, but act view imparting 
others the fruit contemplation more noble than contemplation alone. 

achieve the perfect life through the union action and contemplation the 
ideal and the example set forth the Church who daily gives the fullness grace 
within her. This noble ideal animates the decree breviary reform and its spirit 
applicable all who are privileged share the great liturgical prayer the Church 
whether they use the Roman the Monastic Breviary. 


Sister Teresa Ann Doyle, 
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Blessed Placid Riccardi 


his allocution the Benedictine 
abbots, gathered Rome for the elec- 

tion the Abbot Primate 1947, our 
Holy Father Pope Pius XII beautifully 
characterized the Benedictine Order when 
said: institution has some- 
thing the springtime.” true that 
our holy Order, despite destruction, ruin, 
and periodical decadence, has always 
shown marvelous resiliency and vitali- 
ty. The motto: “Succisa ap- 
plicable not only Montecassino, but 
the entire Order. 

indication this new spring that 
promises fruitful and bountiful summer 
Blessed Placid Riccardi. With him 
another monk added the already long 
and glorious album great souls whose 
lives illuminate the Benedictine Order 
and the Church. 

Blessed Placid Riccardi, priest and 
monk, came from Umbria, that noble 
province central Italy which was also 
the birthplace St. Benedict, St. Francis 
Assisi, St. Rita Cascia, St. Gabriel 
the Sorrowful Mother, and many 
other saints. The Umbrian saints all 
have unmistakable characteristics: they 
manifest love the beautiful, whether 
art, poetry, music; they like- 
Wise possess mystical soul, which soar- 
ing above mortal and perishable things 
feels the need hide with Christ God. 

Placid Riccardi was born noble 
family Trevi, near Spoleto, Umbria, 
June 24, 1844, and given baptism 
the name Thomas. His parents were 
exemplary Catholics. His mother especi- 
ally cherished tender devotion the 
Blessed Virgin. similar devotion 


the Mother God was peculiar 
trait the spiritual life her son, 
Blessed Placid Riccardi. 

Having finished his elementary and 
high-school work the local Col- 
legio Lucarini,” the young Thomas, like 
Benedict old, was sent Rome con- 
tinue his education the humanities and 
philosophy the Angelicum, university 
directed the Dominican Fathers. But 
the age twenty-five, after 
grimage Loreto and spiritual retreat, 
Thomas felt strongly the divine call 
the more secluded life Benedictine 
monastery. 

Upon his return Rome, Thomas Ric- 
cardi applied for admission the monas- 
tery St. Paul-outside-the-Walls, where 
January 18, 1867, pronounced his 
vows the hands the Abbot Francesco 
Zelli Jacobuzzi. Cardinal Schus- 
ter, Archbishop Milan, who had known 
Placid for many years, having himself 
been monk St. Paul’s, one day asked 
Abbot Boniface Oslaender how Placid 
managed soar high union with 
God. The Abbot simply replied: “Since 
the years his novitiate, Placid prayed 
much and prayed well. That’s The 
tradition sanctity and learning St. 
Paul’s monastery has always been pro- 
found. From this glorious abbey have 
come many illustrious men, among them 
Pope Gregory VII and Pope Pius VII. 
Placid and Maurus Wolters, who were 
destined revive Benedictine life 
Germany establishing the monasteries 
Beuron and Maria Laach, were educat- 
St. Paul’s. The spirit and training 
they received there enabled them carry 
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its 


the ideals Benedictine monachism into 
Germany. 

The first years Dom Placid’s monas- 
tic life were troublesome years Italy. 
fact, was the time the Italian 
Risorgimento and the Unification Italy. 
Confusion reigned politics, and the con- 
sciences Italian Catholics were caught 
between their loyalty the Holy See, 
which was then being deprived her 
temporal power the Italian govern- 
ment, and their love for Italy, which was 
then being born united kingdom. 
Placid also was caught the web many 
contrasting interests. September 20, 
1870, when the Italian troops entered 
Rome, was arrested, because had 
not reported the draft board for mili- 
tary service. was taken Florence 
and placed jail. was only through 
the intercession his superiors that 
was later released. For him the time 
spent prison was regarded oppor- 
tunity devote himself even more 
prayer and meditation, and did not 
the least complain about this unex- 
pected confinement. was proud 
have been, like St. Paul, 
Christi.” few months after his release 
from prison, Dom Placid was ordained 
the priesthood. This elevation was 
great joy his mother who had suffered 
much during the time his imprison- 
ment. 

With his ordination, the foundation for 
full spiritual life had been completely 
laid; now his entire attention would 
devoted living fully what had 
promised his profession and making 
the sacrament the priesthood the spring- 
board for complete assimilation 
Christ. The years between Placid Ric- 
cardi’s ordination and his death shine 
forth all their beauty his activities 
reformer and restorer Benedictine 
life the Convent Amelia and the 
Monastery Farfa. 

the Convent Amelia Umbria, 
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which had been for centuries under the 
jurisdiction the Abbot St. Paul, the 
Blessed Placid went the capacity 
chaplain. His program from the begin- 
ning was restore the ideal St. Bene- 
dict the heart the community: 
seek God. The Superior that convent, 
commenting the work Dom Placid, 
said: “He always promoted our sancti- 
fication, the good spirit, and the ob- 
servance the Rule.” the Con- 
vent St. Leo the Great Amelia 
distinguished today for the observance 
the Rule largely due the influence 
Dom Placid. Such had been the explicit 
mission given him the Abbot when 
appointed him spiritual director 
that community: “Foster charity,” 
said, “promote the observance the 
Holy Rule, kindle the hearts those vir- 
gins with the flame divine life, and 
lead them eternal life.” 

Dom Placid’s week was roughly divided 
into two parts: four days devoted, 
more less exclusively, prayer and 
three days the preparation for the 
Sunday sermon. Such was his respect 
for the word God which was called 
preach, that gave himself all this 
preparation despite the fact that was 
considered distinguished theolo- 
gian and moralist. “He was endowed 
with charitable discretion,” testified the 
Superior the Convent Amelia the 
process Beatification, “but was al- 
ways very strong his decisions.” 

But Dom Placid’s Benedictine zeal and 
spirit sacrifice were find even 
larger field the restoration the ancient 
imperial Abbey Farfa, noble institu- 
tion dating back the ninth century. 
During the Middle Ages, the abbey had 
enjoyed great prestige, but had become 
little more than name. The building, 
owned protestant Englishman, had 
been transformed into agricultural 
center and had annexed college for 
instructing children 
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Eventually the institution went bank- 
rupt, and was bought Jew, Signor 
Felice Giacomo Vitali, who through the 
prayers and good example Placid was 
soon converted the Catholic faiths 
From that time on, became staunch 
supporter the restoration the vener- 
able abbey. this old monastery 
Placid was sent, start anew the monas- 
tic life community only four 
members. 

The life this little community was 
means easy, but with zeal character- 
istic saint, Dom Placid introduced 
the regular observance, far was 
possible under the circumstances. 
revived the spiritual life the parish an- 
nexed the monastery, and this ac- 
complished largely through ardent de- 
votion the Blessed Virgin. His motto 
during this time physical and spiritual 
trial was always: “Vince bono malum.” 
Besides being prior the small com- 
munity Farfa, Blessed Placid was for 
many years confessor the Sisters two 
Franciscan convents nearby. 

much work coupled with strong op- 
position, frustration, and misunderstand- 
ings encountered the fulfillment his 
duties, finally bent the frail nature Dom 
Placid which succumbed under the heavy 
burden November 17, 1912, when 
suffered heart attack that left him com- 
pletely paralyzed. received the last 
sacraments, but few days later rallied 
and was soon good enough condition 
taken back Rome for the feast 
Christmas. For three long years 
bore patiently the suffering and humili- 
ation being attended every need; 
who during all his life had found his 
happiness expending his energies 
and receive the Blessed Sacrament 
daily. once during those three 
years infirmity received the Extreme 
Unction, always hoping that Our Lord 
would finally come and take him 


heaven. 

March 15, 1915, after having re- 
ceived Extreme Unction for the last time 
and being assisted his confrere, the 
future Cardinal Schuster Milan, 
rendered his beautiful soul 
said that the day his funeral, 
mistake the sacristans rang the bell for 
great solemnity, instead the regular 
funeral tolling the bells. The atten- 
tion the Abbot was called the un- 
usual feat, but the Abbot said calmly: 
“Let them it. not ring the 
bells solemnly for Dom Placid, for whom 
shall it.” Forty years later, the 
Supreme Pontiff endorsed the solemni- 
public beatification, the judgment 
the Abbot the occasion Dom 
Placid’s funeral. 

can say him what the liturgy ex- 
claims contemplating the death Our 
Lord: moritur justus, 
nemo considerat.” The just always die ig- 
nored the vast majority men, but 
they die the pursuit Justice the 
pursuit God, whether martyr- 
dom living charitable and ascetical 
life the complete renunciation every- 
thing that temporal. Blessed Riccardi 
stands example how completely 
pure monastic life can fill the heart and 
mind man despite spiritual and 
physical sufferings. God, Who fills the 
universe with His presence, His essence, 
and His power, always searching for 
souls who can understand that, alone, 
sufficient make soul completely 
happy already this world. 

The Order St. Benedict proud 
number among its many saints this new 
great man, who has fulfilled perfectly 
his life the exhortation St. Benedict: 
“Thus never departing from this school, 
but persevering the monastery accord- 
ing his teaching until death, may 
patience share the sufferings 
Christ and deserve also have share 
his knigdom.” 
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The interior life Blessed Placid Ric- 
cardi may summarized two words: 
humility and mortification. The wisdom 
over thousand years monastic life 
found him one its strongest cham- 
pions, and through that wisdom reach- 
the glory heaven and that the 
Bernini the Basilica St. Peter 
December 1954. 

was humble the extreme, says 
Cardinal Schuster, his companion the 
work Farfa. “When think this 
humility, like compare him big 
stone that falls into the abyss not 
supported. was accustomed always 
take attitude inferiority even 
with the younger members his com- 
munity.” All were his superiors, and for 
all had deep veneration and respect. 
was this deep humility that prompted 
him most exact obedience all. 

His mortifications had practically 
limits. Cardinal Schuster testifies that 
having asked one day servant boy 
the monastery what Dom Placid was do- 


ing simply answered: “Si 
scourges himself, like the Cure 
wonder that for him the other 
monastic virtues, such poverty, silence, 
fraternal charity, and, above all, prayer 
and love God, were practiced such 
eminent degree. Having subdued the 
body mortification, sanctified the will 
and the intellect obedience and humili- 
ty, his soul tended naturally with all its 
energies its center gravitation, God, 
Blessed Placid prayed much and prayed 
well since the time his novitiate; his 
prayers supported his life and his life 
was consumed totally com- 
munion with God, relationship 
causality that produced chain re- 
action which led him the heights 
sanctity. the silence his poor cell, 
the obscurity life that may have 
appeared the eyes the world insigni- 
ficant, achieved perfectly the task 
assigned every man: know, love, 
and serve God this world, order that 
may enjoy Him eternally heaven. 


the Apostolic Mission 


“The alms with which alleviate the trials the poor highly praised the 
Lord. But who will deny that far greater measure praise due the zeal and the 
labor expended, not the fleeting welfare the body, but the eternal welfare 
souls, teaching and admonition? 

“If faith languishes our days, has almost vanished among large numbers, 
the reason that the duty catechetical teaching either fulfilled very superficially 
altogether neglected. Nor will say, excuse, that faith free gift bestow- 
upon each one baptism. Yes, all baptized Christ have infused into them the 
habit faith; but this most divine germ, left itself and unaided, speak, from 
outside sources, ‘does not develop put forth great branches.’ Mark 4:30) Man 
his birth has within him the faculty understanding; but has need also the 
mother’s word awaken were, and put into act. So, too, the Christian, 
born again water and the Holy Ghost, his faith within him, but requires the word 
the Church fecundate and develop it, and make fruitful.” 


Pope St. Pius his encyclical Acerbo Nimis, 1905 
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The Liberal Arts Ideal Implies Conscience 


and Social 


Kurt von 


humble opinion, this not the 
moment discuss theory, would 
too late anyway. course, pay 
due respect basic principles higher 
learning. not only the systematical- 
the know-why, and for what final pur- 
pose whose solid command makes for 
well trained mind. 


You will certainly realize that the pur- 
pose liberal education not just 
gather certain amount standard 
knowledge your major fields according 
your special interests and choices; 
otherwise you would not have had neces- 
sarily through four years college. 
Some books, practical work, some voca- 
tional training would have done the same, 
maybe even better job. The liberal 
arts college aims competence well 
commitment conscience; and this 
implies social consciousness. 


The president one the oldest un- 
dergraduate colleges the East, John 
Dickey Dartmouth College, concludes 
discussion about and the 
Undergraduate” with the following words: 


mixture (of competence and con- 
science) that counts, and among our 
other blessings rate very highly the 
fact that the liberal arts college 
neither competence nor conscience 
taken straight. Rather the human 
interplay between these two poles 
purpose that gives liberal education its 
orientation the light and brings 


This address was delivered the Commence- 
ment Exercises Mount St. Scholastica Col- 
lege, Atchison, Kans., May 26, 


the undergraduate grown man those 
liberating and civilizing qualities men 
never quite define nor ever quite deny. 
(Atlantic Monthly, April, 1955). 


The Benedictine atmosphere this 
beautiful place with its harmony Ora 
Labora makes easy indeed answer 
the question how much you got out 
your investment education. the 
one hand, this question calls for factual, 
down-to-earth approach, have 
mind the money value. Mark Twain 
gave his famous definition true Mis- 
souri style: “Cauliflower nothing but 
cabbage with college education.” 
course, everybody knows that cauli- 
flower tastes better and gets higher 
prices than just ordinary cabbage. But 
everybody knows just well that educa- 
tion cannot measured terms 
money worth alone just little 
knowledge, experience, and happiness. 

not much the total value 
stored wisdom carefully guarded 
trained memory which does the job. 
Everybody knows that much the 
memorized material gets lost, sometimes 
amazingly soon after oral examination. 
Therefore obviously not much the 
abstract amount knowledge that 
counts and paves our way into business 
professional life; rather the art 
work, which means enjoy work, the 
science organize our thoughts, the skill 
cooperate within competitive team- 
work, the ability make decision 
the right moment; more than that, God’s 
grace, deserved earnest endeavour 


Page Nine 


her 
its 
od. 
his 
re- 
ell, 
ni- 
rd : 
5 


understand His Order life, make the 
right decision the right moment. 
honestly believe the foremost goal 
education training not only reason, 
but also will order enable 
make the right choice between right and 
wrong; only our higher education proves 
successful form the character and shape 
personality social value and na- 
tional importance. This answers the 
question whether not should more 
specialized and more highly selective 
the undergraduate level. There can 
doubt that the army adequately pre- 
pared college graduates our different 
social communities, our families, neigh- 
bourhoods, parishes, professional, busi- 
ness and civic organizations not only does 
much good, but could also truly 
revolutionary importance. Nothing could 
more unfair than, sometimes done, 
look certain types schools high- 
learning with certain misgivings. 
mean the schools which operate under re- 
ligious auspices. 

Every college which deserves the name 
means its own manner four years 
indoctrination. Done the right way, 
that means develop the personality 
and enable the individual mind make 
its own sound judgments, based faith, 
reason, knowledge, and social conscious- 
ness. Indoctrination makes for intel- 
lectual honesty and will prove 
ideal training ground for social workers 
the widest sense. will the same 
time prove veritable bulwark na- 
tional defense, likewise the broadest 
meaning this term. That what Ed- 
mund Burke meant when called educa- 
tion the “cheap defense nations.” 

course indoctrination, done the 
wrong way, neglecting suppressing 
personality, practically not done all 
for the sake what called free indivi- 
dualistic display and non-conformism out 
principle, does harm and breeds na- 
tional danger. Who could seriously deny 
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that conformity moral standards and 
behaviour patterns remains indispens- 
able for peaceful, law-abiding social re- 
lations? 

period like ours, and far the 
fundamentals philosophy life are 
concerned, there cannot full imparti- 
ality. just have make our 
minds and take sides. stay neutral 
would mean dodge the vital issues, 
Besides, there cannot either neutrality 
tolerance towards evil. Tolerance 
virtue free society when the issue 
hand concerned with dissenting opini- 
ons which not affect the fundamentals 
human relations. window-dress- 
crime, stems from opportunism, fear, 
and cowardice. Thus among the fore- 
most goals education, according 
Mortimer Adler, must indeed “educa- 
tion courage” and herewith action. 
Nothing more detrimental, from per- 
sonal well national point view, 
than inertness, sometimes mistaken for 
tolerance. The latter, have seen, 
must always two-way proposition; 
otherwise becomes simply complacency. 
ought never deny the fact that 
nothing can accomplished life with- 
out the courage deliberate action. 
Had been otherwise could have 
taken easy throughout our school years; 
could have tried hitch-hike through 
education with some tutor doing the driv- 
ing, just order pass the examinations 
and the term-papers. But then 
there would not the Mount St. Scho- 
lastica graduating class is, and Com- 
mencement would utterly meaningless. 

All us, irrespective creed, political 
opinion, preference, are bound to- 
gether nationally and emotionally— 
the same ties loyalty this country 
ours and our firm belief the ideals 
our common civilization. are 
proud our national community; 
honor the same flag and our best 
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live the same civic and human 
standards. are all alike interested 
true progress. the same time, 
fully realize that are not alone the 
world and above all that any kind pro- 
brought about conversion instead 
coercion. know, furthermore, that 
are not just put kind magic 
escalator, some ingenious mechanic device 
that would allow rest and take 
easy while automatically, the fairy 
tale, the magic carpet would glide higher 
and higher ever brighter achievements. 

find ourselves, rather, very 
realistic, shaking ladder, sometimes rest- 
ingon muddy ground! There are sup- 
posed climb hard labor. People 
below push forwards and constantly 
remind that the rung ladder was 
never meant rest upon but only 
hold man’s foot long enough enable 
him put the other foot somewhat high- 
er. 

Struggling and pushing each other 
shaking ladder that exactly what 
modern men sometimes do. never 
makes sense. what occurs often 
among people different opinion and 
social affiliation, within the same national 
community. true that Catholics 
particular sometimes seem move for- 
ward rather slowly, mainly because 
their concern with the solid foundation. 
This means that they are concerned 
uncompromising way with moral prin- 


ciples, with the standards right and 
wrong the very fundamentals any 
organized community. Thus they are 
sometimes blamed for being shortsighted 
and intransigent, for being too conserva- 
tive and retrospective. 


And yet easily explained why 
they often enough indeed have felt rather 
reluctant embrace fullheartedly what 
its face value seemed alluring, 
rapid progress. They are, with their own 
code culture and ethics, the only sur- 
vivors the ups and downs two 
thousand years history Western 
civilization. They had learn some- 
times the hard way that “the only 


progress which can rapid progress 
down the hill.” 


Graduates from schools like yours are 
certainly far away from any prejudice. 
They are trained reject obstinacy, in- 
transigence, discrimination, isolation, in- 
tolerance, disloyalty, 
wherever occurs and every respect. 
schools like yours where from the 
freshman year graduation you were 
warned never make attempt 
walk backwards into the future. 


There every reason optimistic. 
not know what the future may 
have store for the living generation. 
But know that your chances and 
opportunities are better than ever before 
and that you are mentally well equipped 
and trained master any situation. 
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Dom Romanus Rios, Liturgist and Historian 


February 12, 1955, word went 
the Catholic Press that one its 
most regular contributors for more than 
quarter century had gone his 
reward. Dom Romanus Rios, formerly 
Abbot-Visitor the English Province 
the Cassinese Congregation Primitive 
Observance, breathed his last Royal 
East Sussex Hospital, Hastings, England. 
was buried February 18, St. 
Augustine’s Abbey, Ramsgate, which had 
been his home for more than twenty years. 
Requiescat pace! 

American Benedictines, prob- 
ably best known through Benedictines 
Today, Studies Modern Benedictine 
Sanctity, which appeared 1946. One 
the first points impress the reader 
this volume was the author’s unique 
ability, based his general familiarity 
with Benedictine foundations throughout 
the world, view Benedictinism 
whole rather than house. 

The circumstances his life naturally 
led that viewpoint. the age 
twelve years, his imagination fired with 
the desire give himself the foreign 
missions, enrolled the Benedictine 
Priory Miracle, his native Spain, 
aspirant for the Benedictine Abbey 
Nullius New Norcia Western 
Australia. Four years later went 
the Abbey San Giuliano Genoa, 
Italy, for his year novitiate. the 
very day his profession went St. 
Anselm’s Rome study for five years. 
During this period, spent least one 
his vacations the Belgian Abbey 
Maredsous. was not until 1913 that 
Dom Romanus finally reached the 
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abbey his profession, Holy Trinity, 
New Norcia, some ten years after begin- 
ning live with Benedictines: Spanish, 
Italian, Belgian, the international groups 
St. Anselm’s. Now was live 
the Benedictine life under British law. 

For two years after his ordination, 
taught the Archdiocesan Seminary 
near Sydney, and then again was back 
his monastery New Norcia. 
1925, was recalled Spain become 
conventual prior Pueyo. 1934, 
first set foot England, though had 
been British subject for many years. 
Living from that time Ramsgate, 
was these changes imbued with the 
broader aspects Benedictine life. 

Those who knew him personally were 
impressed his remarkable 
who know him only through his 
writings, his productivity and versatility 
are amazing. Even the partial bibliogra- 
phy his published writings here append- 
includes both poetry and prose three 
languages: English, Spanish, and Latin. 
The Annales various years classifies 
him liturgist historian. His litur- 
gical writings are deeply rooted his 
Biblical studies. While his historical in- 
terests centered about Benedictine de- 
velopment, they did not end with it, 
evinced his timely interpretations 
his native Spanish culture the English- 
speaking world. 

Though cosmopolite material resi- 
dence, showed how one could reconcile 
this with monasticism. The high posi- 
tions held three nations vicar- 
general, prior, and abbot-visitor un- 
doubtedly brought him into much con- 
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tact with the civically, socially, and eccle- 
siastically great. Such contacts might 
have been manipulated bring him 
public fame author. But this 
seems never have entered his mind. 
Only two his books are listed the 
Cumulative Book Index; only two articles 
the International Index Periodicals; 
are the Catholic Periodical Index. 
seems have written only for his fel- 
low priests and for his Order. The Holy 
Father’s wish that the Benedictines 
cherish appreciation the liturgy be- 
came him personal mandate. 
drew from his knowledge the past only 
help his confreres interpret the present. 
The note timeliness characterized his 
historical productions. And always, his 
subject choices were such that the monas- 
tic library and the solitude his cell were 
the material requirements. 

Since wrote for specialized follow- 
ing, the periodical listing, classified chrono- 
logically, will give fairly clear picture 
how writing alternated with missionary 
and administrative duties. When the lat- 
ter demands were heavy, the former gave 
way. Though Father Hoehn states that 
Dom Romanus’ publications began 
1920, found records very little un- 
til 1928. 
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The Placidian (Washington, D.C.) 
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complete Missa Recitata which all participate, from the fourth grade 
senior high school is, without question, event the liturgical life parish.” 
such event that Sister Mary Brian Walsh, O.S.B., writes after months wit- 
nessing St. Joseph’s School, Shawnee, Kansas. 

Sister Mary Brian’s description how more than 400 children came experience 
entering the altar God” with the help the Marian Missal (price $2.25) ap- 
peared the December, 1954, Catholic School Fournal, entitled “An Experiment 
Liturgical Worship.” Little children the first three grades, Sister explains, learn 
long for the using the Catechetical Guild publication, Little Missal. 

Prepared for the Latin the daily singing the Ordinary and Proper the 
Mass, the St. Joseph School children found the weekly Missa Recitata joyful experi- 
ence, Sister says. Daily preparation the Proper not only made them skillful turn- 
ing pages but also led deeper understanding the doctrine and spirit the Church. 
Sister Mary Brian feels that the experiment led Shawnee children deeper awareness 
that God does indeed give “‘joy their youth.” 
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Intellectual Discipline 


Rev. Barron. O.P. 


PART 


one the essays his Ho! 

Christopher Morley remarks: “The 
endless craving the ego compare 
identify all art and all creation with its 
own experience the secret every book’s 
success One may presume 
doubt whether this observation holds 
true the periodic production, either 
Broadway summer stock, old- 
time melodrama. ‘Today, such plays 
East Lynne, Uncle Tom’s Cabin, After 
Dark are brought life upon the stage 
“strictly for laughs”; their success 
failure depends upon “gimmick” which 
calculated elicit long, loud, and 
lusty laughter. Instead identifying 
itself with the situation those who 
tread the boards before them, the audi- 
ence can only wonder their forebears, 
who took seriously what now resurrect- 
for ridicule. For ours different, 
more sophisticated age. Even 
inferior plays, which fold within 
week and will never witness immortali- 
being enclosed within the covers 
anthology, the heroes are possessed 
redeeming streak human weakness. 
The villains are likeable fellows dif- 
ferent from their brethren the soap 
opera! polished, urbane, conceivably 
kind widows. And the final curtain 
never descends upon complete conquest 
evil the forces good. 

Significant today, however, the 
failure emphasize the virtue the 
heroine. This partly the good, since 
the old-time melodrama tended pro- 
duce “types” rather than credible charac- 


ters. Also, undisguised accent upon vir- 
tue bears the unpleasant imprint 
Puritanism. Still, cannot ignored 
that virtue has, recent decades, lost 
caste and become “unmentionable” 
the average vocabulary and not only 
the restricted context the theatre. 
(Indeed, its very mention too often today 
“strictly for 

Virtue’s present lack prestige 
especially evident among that class 
people whom has been entrusted the 
delicate task fashioning the future. 
Paradoxically enough, one the intel- 
lectual virtues, Science (or Knowledge) 
has come regarded educators 
substitute any and all virtues. 
sacred cow,” says Anthony 
and who can doubt that has 
both votaries and dogmas? Eventhough, 
its atomic and hydrogen age, Science 
being given long second look and 
asked some rather discerning questions 
more sceptical observers, nevertheless 
still current the impression that 
the cure-all any age. Indeed, 
indicative the supremacy which 
Science has been raised that some its 
catchwords such and 
“measurements” among others have 
become widely current other contexts; 
and man conceived little more 
than machine adjusted, one whose 
intellectual progress not only tested 
but measured well. Still true the 
statement Father Walter Farrell: 


Anthony Standen, Science Sacred Cow 
(New York: Dutton, 1950). 
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mere knowledge can disorder- 
ly, chaotic thing which can shatter 
man’s life just torrent inhar- 
monious sound can shatter man’s 
nerves even his 
thousands facts and conclusions 
from dozen sciences may fit man 
hold chair professional school; 
but something more needed fit 
man for living. crowd boys 
turned loose among the instruments 
symphony orchestra can undoubtedly 
produce much noise, waste much 
breath, and work even much per- 
spiration any symphony orchestra; 
but something more needed for the 
production music.? 
Because the modern world has, all unwit- 
tingly, fastened upon one the intel- 
lectual virtues and made the main- 
stay all action, might some 
benefit consider each the five intel- 
lectual virtues, determining the true 
nature and function each especially 
Knowledge Science, and Art and 
establishing their inter-relationship. 
Prefatory any not too academic dis- 
cussion virtue clear concept the 
term. Especially this necessary for 
proper understanding the intellectual 
virtues. there prejudice against 
and even positive contempt for virtue 
today, because the term mistaken- 
tone, sanctions, censorship, and what 
blithely conceived human freedom. 
How many dedicated educators and pro- 
fessional educationalists take thought and 
consider that intellectual development 
likewise the function virtue? Man’s 
noblest faculty and those habits whereby 
bears fruit are not incompatible. 


What Virtue 


What, then, virtue? 
language, virtue simply another name 
for certain kind habit, namely for 
good habit ordained facilitating 


Walter Farrell, O.P. Companion the Summa 
(New York, 1938), II, 186. 
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Ibid., 179. 


Just vice nothing more 
than bad, evil habit, virtue good, 
worthwhile habit, something cul- 
tivated much the same fashion one 
cultivates the friendship person, be- 
cause the mutual benefit that will flow 
therefrom. 

But another term has asserted 
and clamors for clear 
quote Father Farrell: 

essential notion habit de- 

limitless faculty, pipe-line from 

immense lake. Our minds and our 
wills are capable universal truth and 
universal goodness; that they get 
work particular truths, particular 
kinds truth and goodness, nece- 
sary that they pinned down, de- 
This pinning down and determining the 
precise function each individual virtue. 
The sculptor, utilizing his practical intel- 
lect, cannot hope make impression 
upon piece marble with ostrich 
feather. habitual drunkard doom- 
frustration assails his malady 
with more direct device than the cul- 
tivation the virtue meekness. 
Father Farrell says: 


The work habit precisely modi- 
man, give definite channel 
along which his limitless powers will 
tion man disposing him well 
badly either his nature itself 
the operations for which that nature 


The statement that habit “is de- 
termination, qualification man dis- 
posing him well badly either his 
nature itself the operations for which 
that nature suggests first neces- 
sary distinction and one little con- 
sequence the understanding what 
meant virtue. “The type habit,” 
says Father Farrell, “that immediately 
aimed the perfection nature itself 


Ibid. 


Ibid., 159. Ibid., Italics our own. 
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our own], such beauty 
health” called “entitative habit” 
contradistinction “operative habit,” 
which ordained immediately opera- 
Father Farrell remarks that really 
more habitual disposition [italics our 
own] than true says, 
beauty can quickly lost, can 
health; the causes from which beauty 
and health flow are themselves quickly 
and easily changed while true habit 
has hard, grasping durability. The 
entitative habits can located the 
body man; that is, they can dispose 
man more perfectly accordance 
with his soul, his form. But the opera- 
tive working habits belong primarily 
the soul, for the soul the source 
all human 
Functioning nicely, the intellectual vir- 
tues may endow their possessor with 
kind beauty, but only because they 
have seen action; undoubtedly they testi- 
sound state intellectual health, 
but only because they have been de- 
veloped. 

second distinction, not habit this 
time, but the operative intellectual vir- 
tues themselves, necessary. dis- 
tinction familiar those who deal 
moral matters: between the goal 
objective attained; and the means 
calculated attain the end. Father 
Farrell writes: 

Intellectual activities that are not 


made are speculative activities and 


the habits virtues perfecting the 


Ibid., pp. 160-161. 

Ibid. The words St. Thomas should prove 
interest those who are curious concerning 
the supernatural order both beauty and health 
are the natural order grace (sanctifying 
habitual grace) and the infused moral and 
higher nature, which man may become 
partakers the divine nature’), nothing 
hinders some habit, namely, grace, from being 
the soul according its essence [i.e. 
entitative habit, whereas the virtues are opera- 


tellect for those activities are the specu- 
lative virtues: understanding, science, 
and 

St. Thomas points out that “it the 
speculative intellect which directs what 
apprehends, not operation, but 
the sole consideration truth; while the 
practical intellect that which directs 
what apprehends, operation”; and 
calls attention the remark Aristotle 
that “the speculative differs from the 
practical its end” [i.e. purpose]. How- 
ever, must not thought that only 
the intellectual virtues the practical 
intellect are operative. (That way lie 
activism, anti-intellectualism, and assort- 
wisecracks the expense the so- 
called St. Thomas wisely 
distinguished between the kinds work 
(opus, hence the derivation operative): 
exterior and interior, noting: 

... the practical operative, which 

distinguished from the speculative, 

concerned with exterior work, which 

speculative habit not ordained. 

But [i.e. the speculative habit] or- 

dained the interior work the in- 

tellect, which consider the truth. 

And this way [the speculative 

habit] operative habit." 

The distinction between the two prac- 
tical intellectual virtues, art and prudence, 
here, that they are alike this: both are 
what Father Farrell calls “the practical 
channels intellectual and 
are ordained something beyond them- 
selves: doing (Prudence) and mak- 
ing (Art). 


Truth Considered 


has already been suggested above, 
“the virtues the speculative intellect 
are those which perfect the speculative 
intellect for the consideration truth 
Ibid., 184. 

10. Summa theol., Ia, 79, 


12. The Benedictine Review, Winter, 1956. 
13. Farrell, op. cit., 187. 
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Truth, which its object, may 
considered the intellect, the first 
place, 


[truth] known itself.... What 
once understood the intellect; 
and that why the habit the intel- 
lectual virtue] that perfects the intel- 
lect for the consideration such truth 
called understanding, which the 
habit 


must kept mind that this truth, 
which “is known which 
principle,” known the intellect, 
which that faculty the soul, which 
knows; but the resultant knowledge here 
not the consequence act reason. 


For understand apprehend in- 
telligible truth absolutely, and reason 
advance from one thing under- 
telligible truth.... Reasoning... 
compared understanding move- 
ment rest, acquisition pos- 
session; which one belongs the 
perfect, the other the imperfect. 
human reasoning, the order in- 
quiry and discovery [which pertain 
the virtue knowledge science], 
proceeds from certain things absolutely 
understood namely the first prin- 


the virtue understanding Father 
Farrell writes: 


habit the first principles 
thought contains the seeds all the 
sciences, habit the first prin- 
ciples action (synderesis), con- 
tains the seeds all morality and 
all the moral virtues. Important? 
vitally important. Can imagine 
scientist proceeding experiment with- 
out the principle identity, contra- 
diction, finality, sufficient 
reason; without knowing his right hand 
from his left, water from sulphuric acid, 
without seeking reason for the unex- 
plained? Yet 
solemnly assure that this the only 
way gather knowledge. life 
without the first principle, “good 


15. Ibid. 16. Ibid., 79, 
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just impossible, for without there 

absolutely basis for morality.” 

Yet, not many years ago, the then 
head the department philosophy 
one the largest and most influential 
the State universities daily denied his 
teaching could hardly have been 
alone the validity first principles, 
matter for wonder, then, that 
often little more than sense frustra- 
tion results from efforts group-dis- 
cussion between students Catholic and 
secular institutions learning. not 
that there nothing discuss; rather, 
very real sense, they have common 
ground for discussion. 

The intellectual virtue understand- 
ing, then, has its object self-evident 
truth, which immediately intelligible 
and requires neither demonstration nor 
proof the validity. But there an- 
other type truth. too “is under- 
stood the not immediate- 
ly, but mediately (“known through an- 
says). And here are required discursive- 
ness, demonstration, proof, the use that 
faculty which sets man apart from the 
rest animals and makes him little less 
than the here the truth ar- 
rived “by means the reason’s in- 
quiry and (i.e. the superstruc- 
ture, the final step process, rather 
than principle beginning founda- 
case with 


Science and Wisdom 


Truth principle the concern 
the single virtue understanding; truth 
term the object the two virtues 
science and wisdom. When this truth 
term” the subject-matter in- 
vestigation, demonstration, proof 
17. Farrell, op. cit., 185. 


19. Ibid. 20. Psalm viii. 
21. Thomas Aquinas, loc. cit. 
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particular field,” this that genus 
knowable truths, [the virtue of] 
science that perfects the intellect. There- 
fore, according the diverse genera 
knowable truths, there are diverse habits 
the The close rela- 
tionship between understanding and sci- 
ence examined some detail Father 
Robert Slavin: 


Though man possesses the power 
grasping some truths immediately, his 
proper operation reasoning the 
movement from known unknown 
truth. The reasoning process begins 
with act intellection, the imme- 
diate grasp principle, and ends with 
another simple act, analysis 
which the nature the object known. 
The habit which perfects the intellect 
its conclusions the intellectual vir- 
tue science knowledge. Like all 
the intellectual virtues, has truth for 
its object. The truth seeks that 
which can deduced from the prin- 
ciples furnished the virtue under- 
standing. detailed and logical 
knowledge which analyzes each section 
scientific field. Scientific progress, 
which the aim this virtue, reach- 
deeper levels reality. When this 
habit not exercised when erroneous 
deductions are made, then retrogression 
and disintegration knowledge fol- 


Concerning philosophy theology, 
which latter “Queen the Sciences,” 
Father Farrell says that the virtue 
science likewise “includes much phil- 
osophy and theology and included 
the ultimate reaches philosophy and 
The same author concludes 
with the simple definition science 
“the virtue which deals with truth known 
through 


22. Ibid. 

23. Robert Slavin, O.P., Essentials 
Features the Philosophy Education Saint 
Thomas,” Proceedings the American Catholic 
Philosophical Association (Washington: Catholic 
University America, 1937), 31. 

24. Farrell, op. 185. 

25. Ibid. 


Hierarchy Values 


The injection such terms philoso- 
phy and theology into discussion 
science knowledge should remind scien- 
tists and educators the necessity 
scale values and the existence 
hierarchy among subject-matters the 
curriculum. Unfortunately, 
tist almost wholly absorbed matter, 
while the educator’s primary concern 
these days something which goes 
the name living,” democra- 
cy, However, ground-swell 
discontent has arisen and become in- 
creasingly vocal spite accusations 
communist subversion and “Enemies 
the American Public School System!” 
from the specialists various teachers’ 
colleges, who know more and more about 
less and less. What needed can 
supplied only the last the intellec- 
tual virtues speculative nature: 
the function wisdom put order into 
things. 

That truth which “the ultimate term 
all human knowledge” the proper 
object wisdom, which “considers the 
highest causes.... Therefore rightly 
judges and orders all truths, because 
there can perfect and universal judg- 
ment except resolution first 
For wisdom 


not satisfied with the immediate 
truth, knowledge; wants the 
last truth, the last explanation. 
not satisfied take principle from 
some other science, must back 
the very last and very first principle. 
Looking out from this vantage point, 
sees the relation one truth an- 
other, one science another, and, 
what more important, the relation 
all the truths, all the sciences, the 
last truth, the final 


But, depending upon the causes with 


which deals, the wisdom which 
26. Cf. Mortimer Smith, The Diminished Mind 
(Chicago: Regnery, 1954). 

27. Thomas Aquinas, op. cit. 

28. Farrell, op. cit., 185. 
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speak divine, then 
dom, called first philosophy 
metaphysics. either case the 
supreme speculative virtue necessary 
for any human life. furnishes the 
answers the fundamental questions 
human life why, whence and 
where the universe and even 


God.” 


Father Slavin writes it: 


fixes its gaze the ultimate object— 

God. establishes the relation all 

truth the final truth.” 

That there should exist very intimate 
union between wisdom and education has 
already been suggested. Father Farrell 
calls attention norms which are too 
often ignored: skeleton [wis- 
dom] given the Catholic child the 
cathechism class; its possession can make 


the ignorant washerwoman very wise, 
its defect makes the learned professor very 
And Father Slavin draws the 
moral: “Wisdom the delicate fruit 
education, and its fruit can judged 
the value 


30. Slavin, op. cit., 
31. Farrell, op. cit., 186. Ibid. 


The synthesis, comprehensive vision 
the whole reality made possible 
the virtue wisdom. complete- 
perfects man’s speculative reason. 
harmonizes and orders knowledge 
and understanding. contemplating 
the First Cause all reality, wisdom 


29. Ibid. 


(Part will appear January, 1956) 


The Splendor Truth 


Several years ago the state inspectors were visiting parochial high school taught 
Benedictine Sisters. They examined the library, the auditorium, the cafeteria, the 
home economics department, the shop, and their visits classrooms paused for some 
time freshman class studying religion. The room was glowing with posters and 
booklets explaining illustrating great truths the Catholic faith: the six days 
Creation, the seventh rest; the moral and theological virtues all had been eagerly 
demonstrated freshman talent. And April was green outside the windows. 


The room was aglow too with neatly dressed little girls and bright-jacketed fresh- 
man boys. 


One the examiners asked: are you studying?” 

“Religion, The nearest boy held Our Goal and Our Guide. 

“And what you learn?” 

Spontaneous, respectful answers came from the slightly awed class, answers which 
spelled the same understanding and loving God’s workings which the bulletin boards 
revealed. 

That afternoon the inspectors made their report. They rated library and audi- 
torium “Superior.” They made recommendations for the home economics department. 
But one the examiners leaned forward from his stately position say the Prin- 
cipal: “Sister, you know what liked most about your school? The expressions 
the faces the children that room where they were studying religion. The cult 
the true and the beautiful being too often threatened the cult the useful. 
glad that Catholic schools still keep it.” 
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New Look Marmion 


Sister Auprey Aaron, O.S.B. 


was the hero antiquity who 
envied Achilles, and envied him, 
because having such poet Homer 
sing his epic deeds, need never fear 
that his name would lost the valley 
forgetfulness? But master the 
sword was ever devotedly served 
the pen another that “Master 
the spiritual Dom Columba Mar- 
mion, who has been favored the devo- 
tion his biographer, Dom Raymond 
Thibaut, Maredsous Abbey Belgium. 
Appearing twenty-four years after its ini- 
tial publication, maitre vie 
spirituelle its 1953 edition has been 
fittingly crowned the French Academy. 
This entirely revised biography the 
renowned Benedictine the latest tribute 
devoted disciple his master.! 

work complete its scholarship 
and written one such close and 
constant contact with its subject will ad- 
mit little serious revision, the case 
with this new edition Abbot Columba’s 
biography. However, the additions which 
Thibaut does make are significant. They 
are seemingly trifling particularities which 
serve universalize the figure this 
saintly Benedictine. the same time 
becomes more tangible for those who, 
having discovered his doctrine, turn the 
teacher himself find the effects his 
teaching his own life. The few pages 
which follow will constitute study 


Dom Raymond Thibaut, maitre vie 
Dom Columba Marmion, Ouvrage 
couronné par Maredsous, 
Belgium, 1953, Les éditions Maredsous. Cf. 
also Thibaut, L’idée maitresse doctrine 
Dom Marmion (1947) and Présence Mar- 
(1948) the same press. 


Marmion’s doctrine (that has been accom- 
plished more than satisfactory 
but are reflections the new 
touches added the master’s portrait 
Thibaut’s newest findings, principally 
the form correspondence. 


Benedictine Missionary Vocation 


the initial reading Thibaut’s 
biography” the reader (par- 
ticularly the follower St. Benedict) 
delighted learn that was while stand- 
ing before picture representing the Pa- 
triarch Monks, the very cradle 
the Order, Monte Cassino, that the young 
secular Father Marmion first received the 
notion his Benedictine vocation. The 
heightened upon learning that Marmion’s 
first Benedictine tendencies were mis- 
sionary nature. For period several 
years before his entrance into the cloister 
planned join Don Rudesind Salvado, 
the Spanish Benedictine monk who found- 
the Abbey New Norcia for the 
apostolate Australia. Soon after the 
publication Thibaut’s work 1929, the 
biographer was informed that the archives 
the aforesaid Abbey had preserved 
several letters Joseph Marmion written 
Monsignor Salvado. The inclusion 
these letters throws new light this 
early period Marmion’s Benedictine 
leanings. Since his seminary days two 
desires had grown side side his 
heart: that becoming religious and 
that participating the work for the 
salvation souls. learning the de- 


doctrine spirituelle Dom Marmion, Paris, 
1954, Désclee Brouwer. 
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tails the New Norcia foundation Mar- 
mion rejoiced, for herein both desires 
obedience.” 

The many who have seen Marmion 
the realization the ideal set forth his 
Christ, the Ideal the Monk have here 
another point support the thesis. The 
best the Benedictine centuries were 
marked missionary zeal which the 
Christianization Europe the witness. 
True Benedictinism ever aware the 
apostolate souls. one the most 
eminent figures the modern revival 
monasticism, was fitting that ex- 
perience these missionary desires, al- 
though Providence had reserved his 
talents for more extensive and fruitful 
kind apostolate. 


Perhaps the most meaningful and at- 
tractive (in practical and human way) 
the “new” touches are those which 
concern the virtue obedience, the vir- 
tue which colors all Benedictine ob- 
servance. each the two letters 
Bishop Salvado referred above occur 
two words replete with meaning, 
obéissance. second letter April, 
1881, again writes that has “an 
intense desire for the religious life, not 
with the intention doing less, but with 
the object being able labor obedi- 
The attraction life obedi- 
ence was the lodestone which led him 
prefer even the active apostolate, 
knowing that “obedience better than 
sacrifice.” 

Before his election abbot Mared- 
sous, Dom Marmion was for ten years 
Prior that Abbey’s daughter-house 
Louvain, the Abbey Mont-César, whose 
Abbot during that period was Dom 
Robert Kerchove. Both men were emi- 
nent and virtuous Benedictines the 
period and place, but how different 


Thibaut, maitre vie spirituelle, 32. 
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temperament and talents! Thibaut 
describes Louvain’s Abbot, was tall, 
spare, gaunt, with the emaciated face 
ascetic, while Marmion was corpulent, 
with beaming countenance, lively 
spirits, and always alerted the comic 
note things. seeing them together 
the village youth were wont whisper, 
“C’est mardi gras mercredi des cen- 
dres” (“There Fat Tuesday and Ash 
Wednesday”). But still more accentu- 
ated than the physical contrast was that 
temperament. The Abbot was calm, 
grave, austere, given silence, while 
Providence had bestowed upon him 
Prior who was impressionable, jovial, ex- 
pansive the point exuberance. 
Thibaut concludes the contrast: 
Both souls the purest supernatural 
cast, but the one, careful above all 
restrict the activities the monks 
the inclosure the cloister and protect 
them against the danger squandering 
their energies; the other, ceaselessly 
urged his apostolic zeal and the 
needs souls spread the Gospel 


abroad. Withal, both were united 
sincere esteem and true 


Nevertheless, the evident contrast these 
two characters, together with the suffer- 
ings inevitable community life, were 
utilized God the purification the 
ardent soul Dom Marmion. the 
end Dom Marmion’s years Prior 
Louvain Dom Robert could say him 
reverent sincerity, have never had 
more obedient monk.” But more 
than one occasion this obedience was 
manifested heroic degree. 

For number years before his com- 
ing Mont-César Marmion had under- 
taken obedience, and very successfully, 
the spiritual direction religious superi- 
oress who had particular need for his 
help. The day came when Dom Robert 
announced that henceforth would exer- 
cise his privilege reading the exchange 


Ibid., 108. 
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correspondence between the 
The measure was deeply felt Dom 
Marmion. full maturity (he was forty- 
four years age and had for the past 
three years devoted all his virtue and 
knowledge the welfare the monaste- 
ry) this and many other considerations 
must have crowded into his consciousness 
when the measure first became known. 
Nevertheless, his only reaction was 
prompt and complete acceptance. But 
his own words reveal the price the 
You will happy know that Our 
Lord has given very great grace, 
think the greatest life, because 
despite terrible interior struggle, 
has given the grace not only sub- 
mitting myself without any reserve 
Reverend Father, but also con- 
serve all confidence and affection 
for him and resolve stay here 
such His holy will when the time 
decide shall have 
prima facie conclusion will question: 
but was not this little thing? Wherein 
lies the heroism? Little? Yes, does 
not involve the salvation many souls, 
the welfare nation, the advancement 
Holy Church, but does involve what 
basic all these, the complete triumph 
God individual soul. Poverty 
had despoiled him things, chastity 
persons, and obedience now invited him 
taste the sweetness the peace she 
bestows only when she accepted com- 
pletely for poverty, chastity, and obe- 
dience serve only make the soul ready 
for the presence the Christ-life. The 
obedience demanded Marmion this 
instance touched upon man’s dearest pos- 
session, his judgment. One can only 
strive imitation know the liberty 
The details this incident were not given 
the earlier edition out respect for Dom 
Robert who was yet living. not sup- 
posed that the Abbot was exceeding his domain, 
but acted sincerely accord with his concept 
the abbatial office. Today canon law more 
clearly limits the powers superiors matters 


conscience. 


heart that was his upon making the 
sacrifice the inner man.’ 

One must not fail grasp the import 
the last sentence the above quota- 
tion: grace. resolve stay here 
such His holy will.” According 
the regulations the Belgian Congrega- 
tion, before declaring his stability monk 
might sent for period another 
house the Congregation with the 
privilege choosing between the two. 
The reader will scarcely object, consider- 
ing everything, that was little thing 
for Marmion choose live the re- 
mainder his life 
Marmion himself saw this grace the 
fruit the other obediential sacrifice. 


“Suffer the Little Children. 


facet Marmion’s character ad- 
verted this and other recent 
Marmion studies his love and care 
for the souls children. For example, 
several the most charming pages the 
Présence Dom Marmion are those 
which young French woman recalls her 
association with the Abbot. She had 
been privileged formed spiritual 
way Marmion from the age five 
twenty-three. What stands out the re- 
lation his happy capacity for adapting 
the same spiritual doctrine which informs 
his life and work the intellectual capaci- 
children. made himself all 
things all, the words his biograph- 
er, “distributing bread the strong, 
milk the weak, all the same Christ 
Jesus.” 

With respect this vein tenderness, 
incident through which emerges the heart 
brimful charity which must part 
every true apostle Christ. During his 
period Abbot particularly devoted 
father and mother brought the Abbey 
Cf. Présence Marmion, pp. 71-2, wherein 


recounted another incident heroic obedience 
not contained the biography. 
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their only son who desired become 
monk. Although resigned the will 
God was rigorous trial, and they were 
well-nigh desolate. comforting them 
Dom Marmion tells them that will 
watch carefully over their child, “for,” 
said the father, have your paterni- 
then, turning the mother, “and 
also, little, Madame, your maternity.” 

The achievement hagiology our 
century has been make sanctity attrac- 
tive making possible. Saints have 
been presented normal human beings 
who have reached the goal God has 
destined for every Christian soul, per- 
fecting their human nature uniting 
Christ and using their weaknesses 
glorify God. addition, Dom Mar- 
mion knew how make his natural wit 
and humor, his keenness and also the 
difficulties and embarrassments ex- 
perienced giving conferences and re- 
treats the language his adopted 
country contribute their share the 
apostolate souls. Frequently his wit 
knew how safeguard charity. one 
occasion gave Benediction for com- 
munity nuns whose singing during the 


service was nothing but lamentable, 
Afterwards the nun directress sought his 
opinion (she herself relates the incident); 
Benedictines particularly quali- 
fied judge the she asked, 
awaiting Too open de- 
ceive her and too kind inflict pain, 
replied: dear Sister, there 
are some who sing ravish the 
angels, and there are some who sing 
put the demons 

For those who have not read the bi- 
pages this history written with much 
love and find revealed there the personal 
and apostolic life the Abbot Mared- 
sous. One follows the progress his soul 
his books, conferences, theological com- 
mentaries and doing understands 
better the central doctrine which has 
made him veritably master the 
spiritual whole life 
living exemplification the words 
Christ, the Way, the Truth, and 
the Life...No man cometh the 
Father save through Me.” 


Ibid., 309. 


Abbot Marmion made this entry his journal January 1906: 

“The Church imprints the adorable name Jesus upon the whole year: “Thou 
shalt call His name feel great desire imprint this blessed name upon 
whole being, upon all actions, that ‘may deserve abound good works the 


name the Beloved Son.’ 


see more and more that the Father beholds all His Son, loves all His Son; 
for altogether His. are pleasing His eyes far sees His 
Son: ‘He that abideth Me, and him, the same beareth much fruit.’ small 
thing done the name Jesus greater God’s eyes than the most remarkable 


things done our own name.” 


Quoted Dom Raymond Thibaut, Columbia Marmion, 160. 
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Christ-Life the Children 


subject could closer the heart 
the Christian apostolate than the 
development the Christ life the 
children today. his excellent book, 
What Education?, the Rev. Edward 
Leen quickly touches the chief concern 
the work all who love the young. 
says: 
youth eternal, then the hope 
and the trust that put into it. The 
face the earth may change, matter 
may cast into thousand new molds 
the command science, but the 
heart man goes beating with the 
same emotion that stirred when the 
human race Indeed, far 
human nature concerned, there 
past, present future. mean, the 
heart and mind and soul man are 
ageless. Since this so, idle 
worry about the bombs that may fall 
upon future generations, when our 
main concern should with the ideals 
the present generation. 


There was time, quite recently before 
the Atomic Age made aware the 
need for the spiritual direct the material, 
when people prided themselves being 
“practical.”” This was the time when the 
emphasis the growth children was 
primarily placed upon vitamins, upon 
attention the nutritional needs the 
body. too optimistic believe that 
awareness the great destructive force 
the material making America look 
the kind mind and heart which will 
control the “‘material” today and tomor- 
tow? Emphasis newspapers and jour- 
nals the need curb juvenile de- 
linquency and help the “branches 
grow straight” time would suggest that 
adults today, without scorning the physi- 


cal needs the child, are beginning 
humbly look within and desire 
least help the present generation 
grow godliness. 

help them thus grow, training 
should begin the earliest years. The 
Rev. Raoul Plus, his all-embracing 
glance the foundations society, 
Christ the Home, quotes the adage: 
“Give the first six years child’s 
life, and you can have the rest.” There 
are those who emphasize even the earlier 
years, for every man, they say, both 
ancestor and heir. Children re- 
semble their parents. When Napoleon 
was asked: “When does the education 
the child begin?” answered, 
years before its birth the education 
its mother. might have added, 
“From its father, too,” for the home 
stamped the fusing the two chief 
characters. 

Stemming almost intangibly from the 
characteristics the parents the early 
education the child himself. child 
can come the formation good habits 
the early weeks its life. Even 
infant comes know the futility and 
fatuity tempestuous wailing firm 
parent can turn loving heart but 
“Cry away, little one, you 
don’t need would more 
wholesome attitude than yielding, provid- 
course that the mother knows the 
baby really all right, provided that 
her conduct dictated love the 
child and not love herself. 

Between the ages three and five, 
children have not general arrived 
awakening, least not complete 
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awakening, their moral sense. They 
are midway between the unawareness 
their first years and completely rational 
contact with life. Their principal occu- 
pation play the little boy will 
building and tearing down; the little 
girl, scribbling away indefinite designs 
dressing and undressing her sawdust 
doll, the first series many dolls. 

Interiorly, this marvelous period 
the child’s life. Father Plus reminds 
that this time that children be- 
gin their contact with the invisible world. 
They learn their prayers; they know that 
there God who good; they hear 
about the little Jesus; and, they learn 
things which are forbidden. But they 
not yet know the wickedness sin. 
they tell untruth rather through 
instinct self-preservation than 
through perversion. And they are quite 
capable sacrifice. They will offer 
things with good grace for the Infant 
Jesus. 

This the period during which 
necessary suggest images the child’s 
mind, for loves imagine. The lives 
saints, stories from Scripture which are 
most picturesque and revelatory God’s 
love and plan for man these will pre- 
pare children for the sacrifice which the 
language love. are warned the 
wise never tell anything inexact. 
Children this age are very docile. The 
fact that parents teachers have told 
the story makes infallible. 

This the age, too, during which child- 
ren should helped develop unselfish 
habits the love one another which 
the proof the Christ life us. Virtue 
the parents and teachers will un- 
consciously patterned the child. This 
the age which begin those habits 
Christian courtesy which have their 
root the supernatural and their flower 
the totality life. 

Father Plus remarks that sometimes 
happens that parents and teachers are ex- 
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tremely severe and make much ado over 
acts which moral responsibility 
involved, while may happen that they 
take lightly the things that are morally 
wrong. Nothing deforms the con- 
science children. They learn con- 
sider serious acts those over which 
their elders make scene. Parents and 
teachers, with the priest, combine en- 
trust children either strong, childlike 
innocence nervous uncertainty regard- 
ing the real meaning life. And 
thought pattern tends remain. 

The author Joergensen says: “Children 
are serious-minded and keep child- 
like soul means precisely continue 
look life with serious attitude.” Such 
attitude protects children later life 
from losing themselves confusion 
which knows not the difference between 
the real and the unreal. The formation 
this “seriousness” one the most 
delicate tasks parents and teachers. 
According Father Plus there are two 
ways giving the consciences children 
intense sense the privation God; 
either default, never putting them 
His presence; excess, putting 
them His presence such way that 
becomes nightmare them from 
which they flee soon they realize 
that the whirl life helps them not 
think Him. 

The important thing, course, 
teach the child who God and how God 
wants mingle His life with the child. 
This knowledge should knowledge lived, 
for the thought current child tends 
achieve kind permanent pattern. 
Serene confidence the richness God 
and the tenderness His love will help 
the young through young problems and 
the adult through adult problems. The 
child must learn that belongs God, 
that the day was carried the 
church God knew that was there and 
came take possession his soul. The 
marvel supernatural life not too big 
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for child taste; his world world 
boundlessness already. 

The story creation, the coming 
Christ earth, the pattern His loving 
life, the reality His Mother and His 
foster-father these, when told simple, 
vivid words, are fitted initiate the child 
into what means really live. There 
use waste life; ought know 
early what the gift has received. 


Sanctity Children 


Authorities the subject religious 
instruction tell that such instruction 
not sufficiently centered about cen- 
tral mystery Catholicism the adop- 
tion into the Mystical Body, the indwell- 
ing the Trinity the soul the bap- 
tized. Children, who naturally desire 
completeness, simplicity, will accept this 
example great saints St. Gertrude 
who the age five was committed 
God and the Little Flower whom the 
presence God was the greatest reality 
her childhood would strengthen all 
who have the care youth open the 
real paths sanctity children open- 
ing them the great secret Christian 
living. 

Christian parents and teachers know 
how reveal this secret: loving explana- 
tion the sacrament baptism, for 
example. Little children tend love 
pure color whites, pinks, blues. 
describe for them the white baptismal 
dress they once wore and God’s desire 
see unstained the day when they 
home Him will motivate them con- 
scious effort purity heart. Daily 
living similarly potent force. Children 
sense early the motives from which events 
spring; they have feeling for atmos- 
phere; they breathe and make 
their own. The careful saying meal 
prayers and schoolroom prayers, the 
reverence shown for crucifixes and well- 
selected religious pictures, these are the 


marks which the Christian spirit may 
known. Some homes continue the 
tradition the evening blessing. 
each child comes give the goodnight 
greeting, the father lays his hand upon 
the child’s head and traces cross upon 
his forehead. custom which child- 
ren remember and later carry into their 
own homes. 

The daily family rosary leaves al- 
most “indelible” mark the souls 
children. Somehow gives children 
sense the oneness the family God. 
The child who pleaded his mother, 
just say Hail Mary for the whole 
town,” after she had numerous 
prayers for the needs the community, 
had actually learned important lesson. 
Again true that the Christ life must 
prayer helps lived. 

What have said applies chiefly the 
child pre-school and kindergarten age, 
but these were the years, writes St. 
Therese, which first taught her the joy 
doing the will God. And what the 
Little Flower has done lead the modern 
world God are constantly discover- 
ing. 

today’s world, people may tempt- 
ask: What the use troubling 
ourselves form “saints among the 
children”? All about humanity 
sea, confused, scarcely conscious goal 
principles travel toward it. Cath- 
olic people are minority the world’s 
billions. 

They are minority, however, who 
genuinely know the purpose life. 
Christ called the “leaven.” And 
concerned with intense love for the 
destiny the whole humanity. Christian 
parents and teachers can put into society 
the dynamism genuine Christian per- 
sonality. They can help insure the con- 
fused family nations, “torn asunder 
the wounds the presence dis- 
tinctly Christian homes which not 
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compromise when duty involved, which 
radiate serenity and unshakable anchor- 
age God, which bear witness Christ 
and His love for all mankind. 

There is, course, level life upon 
which the miracle transformation into 
Christ cannot worked. But those 
who have even remotely the care 
little children ought rejoice that 


possible for help them become 
saints, for their hearts are open the 
seed. And if, working quietly, tirelessly, 
joyfully, lovingly, send them into 
adult life conscious God and filled with 
His Life, the vigor perennial spring- 
time will refresh the world and the society 
which made. 


Half-Way Around the World 


Benedictine Sisters Atchison, Kansas, 
their efforts spread Christian Doc- 
trine children not enrolled parochial 
schools, this year traveled 15,178 miles 
their way and from the twenty- 
three where Saturday Sun- 
day classes are conducted. When one re- 
calls from georgraphy that the distance 
around the earth the equator 
24,901.96 miles, interesting noce 
that the forty-seven Sisters involved 
this instruction collectively went more 
than half-way around the world. 

Sisters Frances Marie and Paul, go- 
ing weekly from Atkinson Amelia, 
Nebraska distance fifty miles round 
trip, recorded the greatest mileage— 
1600 miles, amount comparable the 
distance between Kansas City and Los 
Angeles. 

addition the Saturday work, the 
majority Atchison Sisters have had, 
some time another, the opportunity 
teaching least one vacation school. 
Records for the last ten summers show 
that Sister Demetria holds the lead with 
nineteen different sessions her credit. 
Meanwhile, throughout the school year, 
the Confraternity Christian Doctrine 
room Mount St. Scholastica College 
flourishes college and academy girls 
give their time the correction and 
friendly notation some six hundred 
correspondence question and answer sheets 
mailed every ten days the children 
the Archdiocese not receiving other 
religious instruction. 

Americans like things recorded 
numbers. The numbers compiled the 
Atchison community could matched 
similarly interesting statistics from 
Sisters all over the United States. 
one needs tell religious teachers the 
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urgency such work. The mother who 
last summer told Sister: not send- 
ing Pat vacation school. He’s al- 
ready nine years old and now he’s got 
everything Communion and Con- 
firmation,” illustrative the great 
need for zeal and patience carrying 
the instruction. 

The chief need for making known 
and popularizing the plan the Con- 
fraternity Christian Doctrine that 
way spreading Christ’s work which was 
urgently pleaded for the Acerbo 
Nimis Pius fifty years ago. 
fraternity leaders tell the Catholic 
children attending parochial 
should know the Confraternity and be- 
come apostolic-minded; Catholic high 
school students should fired with in- 
tense desire know their faith order 
that they may spread and should know 
the Confraternity that some degree 
least they may become and 
“helpers.” Catholic college students 
should deepen their knowledge and love 
that they may become lay catechists 
where possible and may help with Cor- 
respondence Course work where such op- 
portunity theirs. 


mid-century survey conducted 
the Confraternity showed that fifty per 
cent Catholic elementary school child- 
ren and seventy-five per cent Catholic 
high-school students are public schools. 


What need reach this appalling 
number is, course, first all the facts 
and second way cope with them. 
But more than anything else perhaps 
need the encouragement realizing that 
although the apostolic sound was meant 
throughout all the earth, are 
least around the world.” 
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Beyond the New Criticism 


Sister Teresa Ann O.S.B. 


“new criticism” perhaps one 

the most significant literary move- 
ments the past two decades. Its in- 
fluence manifest today not only 
literary theory, criticism, and practice 
but ever widening stream text- 
books intended for literature classes 
high school and college. Through these 
textbooks the “new criticism”’ dictating 
not only literature taught 
but literature taught. The 
“new criticism,” likewise, has contributed, 
some measure least, the current 
interest symbolism, myth, and ritualis- 
tic interpretations. 

important, therefore, evaluate 
the “new criticism,” examine some 
its fundamental assumptions, and 
studying their possibilities and implica- 
tions beyond the present boundaries 
the “new criticism,” avoiding the 
same time such unhistorical approaches 
the subject didactic myth and ritu- 
alistic origins. beyond the “new 
include consideration the epistemic 
aspects imaginative literature. Such 
attempt may open the way for ap- 
preciation those human values which, 
has often been pointed out, the “‘new 
criticism” tends ignore. 

One the fundamental assumptions 
the “new criticism” has its basis 
statement made Eliot his essay 
“Tradition and Individual Talent.” 
says: “Honest criticism and sensitive 
appreciation are based not upon the poet 
but upon the poetry.” concentrating 
upon the literary object rather than upon 
the author the reader’s response, the 


criticism” steers away from the 
post-Cartesian 
ship which rejected the fact that one mind 
can communicate with another only 
through material medium. the case 
literature the media 
imagery, and symbols. 

The “new whose chief ex- 
ponents this country are John Crowe 
Ransom, Cleanth Books, Robert Penn 
Warren, and Allen Tate, regards liter- 
ary work object organically com- 
plete and self-sustaining construct. The 
method the “new criticism” consists 
rigorous scrutiny the literary text, 
intensive aesthetic analysis, and 
meticulous concern for detail and 
cernment” structure. While stressing 
formalistic considerations, the “new criti- 
cism” does not necessarily rule out ide- 
ological, historical, moral, social 
values, although practice tends 
ignore them. 

The crux the problem concerning 
contemporary criticism, phrase now 
more favor than the term “new criti- 
cism,” and its acceptance satisfactory 
basis for literary evaluation lies the 
concept “form” and “matter” and 
their application literary work. Plato 
and Aristotle, will recalled, used 
“form” relation literature, but for 
them “form” was the “character the 
structure thing,” informing prin- 
ciple, akin the Thomistic 
making the thing what is. 

Nominalists, empiricists, and idealists 
gradually altered the meaning “form,” 
suggesting merely outward shape 
Hegel, however, Pro- 
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fessor Hamm points out his work, The 
Pattern Criticism, gave the word its 
“externalized sense” and “standing 
critical term.” But since Hegel confuses 
matter and spirit, his notion form the 
very opposite the Aristotelian-Aquinian 
idea form. The studies Schlegel, 
Watzel, and others who at- 
tempted set analogues among the 
arts and establish parallelism between 
literature and the plastic arts, further con- 
tributed the externalized and 
aspects the word “form.” 


their abhorrence the old dichoto- 
“matter” and “form” and their 
insistence upon “organic unity,” “struc- 
and “total meaning,” would seem 
that the New Critics incline toward the 
Aristotelian concept form. Such 
interpretation seems accordance 
with the emphasis they place upon the 
literary object, since matter and form 
are present the work itself. For 
Aristotelian, states Dr. LaDriere: 

ture (in narrow sense) alone, but all 

that determines specific character; 
meaning expressiveness, well 
structure, formal element.... 

Actually the Aristotelian will find 

work art not one form but many, 

complexity formalities (structure and 

meanings), the totality which the 
form (the structure, the meaning, the 
character) the work whole. 

(“Form,” Dictionary World Litera- 

ture, ed. Joseph Shipley) 


This total form, continues Dr. LaDriere, 
will extend throughout the whole work: 
“the work will all meaning and all 
structure.” Matter and form will 
united throughout the work and separ- 
ate them require mental abstrac- 
tion.” For “is only their union that 
the thing Allen Tate all the 
New Critics comes closest this concept 
form. 

The critcicism” developed not 
from Aristotle but grew out the tech- 
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niques used the science laboratory and 
may have been influenced the process 
theory Whitehead and the New 
Physics. Because its origin the “new 
criticism” had tendency first stress 
the material side meaning. This aspect 
the criticism” and the associa- 
handled Father Walter Ong, S.J., 
article, “The Meaning the New 
Criticism” (Modern Schoolman, 20, 1943), 
The concern Richards with “‘attitudes” 
and “impulses” soon opened the way 
the consideration that possibly there 
more reality than materialism. Father 
Ong quotes Richards pleading, 
early 1929, for closer contact with 
reality, either directly, through experi- 
ence actual things, mediately through 
other minds, which are closer contact.” 
also calls attention Richards’s pre- 
face his work, Coleridge the Imagina- 
tion, published 1935, wherein re- 
marks that offers the book help 
preferring the actual the abstract.” 

This work Coleridge, Father Ong 
observes, gave new impetus critics 
investigate the relationship existing be- 
tween the material and the abstract ele- 
ments poetry. They studied meta- 
phor, its widest sense, sound structure 
and meaning structure. These elements 
they concluded, reports Father Ong, are 
the “border line between sensory ap- 
prehension and intellection.” Complete 
communication, “total meaning,” there- 
fore, demands that the sensory and the 
one the significant achievements the 
“new criticism” that breaks the old 
dichotomy “sense” and “sensibility,” 
which had characterized neo-classical and 
romantic thought and that restores 
literature both intellect and imagination, 
distinguishing the specific functions 
each. 

Another fundamental assumption 
the criticism,” pre-scientific out- 
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look, that imaginative literature, espe- 
cially poetry, imparts kind knowledge, 
distinct not superior the abstactions 
science. Yvor Winters, John Crowe 
Ranson, and Allen Tate are convinced 
that literature gives knowledge ex- 
perience, knowledge emotion, sort 
“existential” knowledge. This does 
not imply that literature reality that 
can replace reality. The function 
the poet conceive truth and keep- 
ing, Maritain says, within line 
art,” communicate his vision. Poetry, 
says Mr. Tate, statement, 
... the art apprehending and concen- 
trating our experience the mysterious 
limitation form.” (Reason and Madness, 
New York: Putman, 1941, xi). 


Certainly the object, the literary work, 
crucial importance transmitting 
knowledge. There continuum from 
author reader. The process from 
author object, from object reader. 
The problem meaning always one 
social direction. never wholly sub- 
jective but implies the intention put- 
ting meaning into sign. 


Maritain clarifies poetic knowledge and 
speaks the poetic work and 
sign. Poetic knowledge, says, 
non-conceptual, although concepts may 
enter into it. Professor William Grace 
Philosopher and the New Criticism” 
(Thought, 17, 1942), studies Maritain’s 
Situation dela Poesie. Interpreting Mari- 
tain, Mr. Grace says: “the poet ex- 
pressing experienced knowledge 
object must express terms some- 
thing else, and, doing, sort 
catalytic agency whose nature not com- 
pletely clear us, touches the world 
intuition, and the world universals.” 
While Maritain maintains that the poetic 
work “must always preserve its consis- 
tency and its unique value object, 


... just all things communicate 
being, and being abounds signs, 
does this object abound significa- 
tions; will speak more than is, 
and will present knowledge not only 
itself but something besides itself, and 
more than this and until bespeaks 
(if were possible) the entire universe 
the mirror monad. According 
while she remains this woman whom 
Dante has loved, also, virtue 
the sign, the Wisdom which guides 
tain (Thought, 26, 1951). 


Maritain’s view harmony with 
that Dante’s. says Dante, 
into song means rhetoric and 
music.” When speaking vision, 
means vision the fullest sense the 
word “vision with all eyes open and 
all lights turned on.” Dante’s formula, 
says Father Gerald Walsh, S.J., that 
valuable study, Dante Alighieri, Citizen 
Christendom, sight, insight, inspiration, 
ecstasy. The way Dante leads through 
metaphor and symbol, “from ‘matter’ 
‘form’ and finally faith the progres- 
sive immateriality the apparitions 
the Paradiso.” 


whatever height Dante leads, 
never loses sight human values. Love, 
the case Dante and Beatrice, 
meant lead the love “‘beyond which 
there nothing for the heart long for.” 
Paola and Francesa, reveals human 
values. The story, Father Walsh ob- 
serves, tragedy love three levels. 
blood, the death two lovers caught 
illicit embrace outraged husband. 
the second level, tragedy the 
minds and the hearts the lovers. 
the third level, “mystical” tragedy— 
the desire for love forever thwarted 
“love was end loss and everlast- 
ing hate.” 
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Dante convincingly demonstrates Mari- 
tain’s view concerning and sign. 
likewise gives expression the living 
human values embodied work art. 
While Dante and Maritain are primarily 
concerned with poetry, the same prin- 
ciples which they express may applied 
general way other types litera- 
ture. Forevery literary work unique 
individual whole, self-sustaining organ- 
ism. The fundamental emphasis upon 
the literary object rather than upon the 
author, the milieu, the response the 
reader one the noteworthy achieve- 
ments contemporary criticism. 
beyond the “new criticism” realize 
further possibilities the literary object. 
Dr. Charles Donahue suggests this ap- 
proach his discerning article 
cism and Philosophy” (Thought, 26, 1952). 
For artistic “poetic expression,” 
says, “is the mind’s grasp being some 
nonconceptual fashion, and the poetic 
sign the means communicating the 
being 

penetrating the literary object its onto- 
logical and epistemological aspects will 
further illuminate literary work and 
make evaluation possible. For literary 
creation contains within itself both liter- 
ary form and human experience. Since, 
the “new criticism” maintains, matter 
and form are one, evaluate the literary 
form evaluate the total meaning 
the work. consideration the onto- 
logical and the epistemological phases 
literary object will give criticism new 
dimension and will strengthen the Aristo- 
telian concept technique the soul 
the work rather than mechanical device; 
will raise “close reading,” 
and “structural” analyses beyond the de- 
scriptive level science and make pos- 
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sible literary response and evaluation 
which need not degenerate into “impure” 
criticism. 

the function the critic enable 
the reader come full realization 
unity. The final act the critic 
pass judgment the literary work 
whole, the aesthetic, moral and philo- 
sophical values inherent the work it- 
self. beyond the “new criticism” 
see the object kind value and 
arrive certain truths concerning 
signs and knowledge. beyond the 
“new criticism” give significance 
symbol, stability and “substance” the 
organically complete and self-sustaining 
construct, without resorting myth and 
ritualistic interpretations. beyond 
the “new criticism” redirect its 
tent” which actually expressed the 
work and interpret “‘vehicle” 
communication. Such probing 
the object necessarily implies some 
knowledge the artist’s time and his 
intellectual and moral development. 

see the literary object epistemic well 
aesthetic values. regard literary 
work this light artistically and psy- 
chologically sound. pass judg- 
ment upon the total meaning the liter- 
ary work. Nor does such approach 
exceed the limits assigned the literary 
critic. For the critic evaluating liter- 
ature passes judgment not reality but 
upon the “matter” and the “form” em- 
bodied the particular literary creation. 
The approach, however, gives 
sophical justification for criticism the 
judgment the real its manifesta- 
tions the intrinsically interesting pos- 
sible.” 
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The Death St. Scholastica 


the final scenes the life St. 
St. Scholastica there pathos that 
strangely poignant. For person 
whom very little known, the closing 
episodes her sojourn here upon 
which are practically all have 
take preeminence especially their 
own. though, these last 
moments, her whole life, hitherto undis- 
length dramatic definition what 
had been there the entire time and see 
the saint shining all the decision her 
great qualities which have become the 
marks her particular holiness. 

When she came the mountain-side 
with her sister companions from her con- 
vent down below the village Cassino 
for that last interview with her brother, 
she knew that her time was short. She 
did not tell him how senseless that 
would have been but with utmost dis- 
cretion she waited the February day, 
bright and clear, began draw end 
and the evening shadows crept closer 
make what, from any angle, was daring 
suggestion. 

What did the monks who accompanied 
St. Benedict really think it, when 
came the point, and they were 
younger monks enjoying, were, sort 
holiday, then what bad example 
extreme irregularity might not thus 
given them? And any case, what 
would St. Benedict’s own santucci, his 
aged and cautious oh, how 
counsellors say when finally arrived 
home? (But, course, that was before 
canon law had put down its wise restric- 
tions and abbot was always abbot 


and his word, not his every wish, was 
law. Hence says the Holy Rule: “The 
abbot should always remember what 
and what called, and should know 
that whom more committed, from 
him more required”). 

her saintly brother himself, 
Scholastica had, doubtless, very good 
idea (woman that she was) that she would 
get her way with him. Had not been 
largely her influence, together with that 
her pious parents, when dedicated 
her early childhood God holy vir- 
ginity, that had much with draw- 
ing St. Benedict into the desert? Had 
they not always been one mind and 
one heart, “quorum mens semper Deo 
fuerat,” the biographer would later tes- 
tify his Dialogues? 

The conversation had been prolonged 
supper time and the company had 
supper that small guest house the 
boundaries the monastery lands, which 
was the chosen meeting place. They 
sang, then, their hymns and said their 
office due course. And forthwith St. 
Scholastica made her startling proposal. 

dear,” she said, “why can 
not stay the night and continue our dis- 
cussion? Why can not remain all night 
long,” repeating herself for emphasis, 
“and not break our annual reunion 
until the light dawn?” 

not difficult imagine the astonish- 
ment, the consternation, the holy man. 
caught his breath, what was this his 
sister Remain until morning? 

“But Scholastica, you know perfectly 
well that must not out monas- 
tery after nightfall, nor you, either, away 
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trom your convent.” 

The saintly sister closed her eyes and 
raised her diaphonous hands prayer. 
Behind the distant hills the thunder 
rumbled. The lightning flashed and the 
thunder rolled again and much nearer. 
Then the rain came down. down 
torrents that the roof resounded 
with its downpour and rivulets rushed 
down the hill cascades from the unex- 
pected deluge. 

St. Benedict glanced his sister, slow- 
comprehending. Almighty for- 
give you, sister,” said he, “what this 
that place meeting, even those that 
wanted to! Scholastica had worked an- 
other her miracles. was her will 
that they stay there and was, 
proved, God’s will too. Such things had 
happened various times before, even 
not quite this same proportion. St. 
Benedict gave how could you argue 
with someone who, her rapport with 
the Creator, had the very elements, 
speak, her fingertips? 

What, then, did these holy persons talk 
about the whole night through? God 
and Paradise, says eminent histori- 
an, making short shrift faults and 
punishments, the twelve degrees 
humility, the ritual the Divine 
Office and those other outstanding 
elements the Holy Rule which had 
been devised standard conduct for 
those who would, set purpose, dwell 
the tabernacle the kingdom the 
cannot but supposed that they dis- 
cussed, some phase other, the teach- 
ing which they lived. They spoke, 
certainly, conformity the will God, 
silence, the touchstone Benedic- 
tine spirituality, peace. They quoted 
Cassian, doubt, about the eradication 
sin and the cultivation virtue, and 
mentioned the Abbot Isaac and his four 
ways prayer. Did they remark the 
decline the Roman empire which was 
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falling pieces before their very eyes, 
and recall the visit Totila, the Gothic 
king, the carrying off Vigilius, 
ing Rome without Pope, which had 
happened but two before? 
would interesting know. But, 
any case, all that lengthy conversation 
St. Benedict and his sister exemplified 
that good religious who when speaks 
does “gently and without laughter, 
humbly and seriously, few and sensible 
words, and without clamour.” won- 
der how with such restraints they 
managed talk long! 

Yet must remembered how young 
then was the Christian faith. But five 
centuries had passed since the Holy 
Spirit had been poured out the day 
Pentecost. Three centuries there had 
been persecution and the great Fathers 
the Church had come forth cham- 
pions and the great heresies, too, had 
arisen, which, the faith found its first 
formal definitions, were length left 
behind. How easy must have been 
discuss the Christian religion the light 
what had gone before. The whole 
world lay waiting for conversion the 
Benedictine centuries were yet come 
which were see the triumph the cross 
over heathendom and the glorification 
art and learning Catholic truth. 

Benedict and Scholastica talked on, 
they did not have background two 
thousand years history with such 
wearisome complications consider 
crusades, inquisition, papal schism, 
unrequited protestant revolt. The revo- 
lutions, the confiscations, the seculariza- 
tions the modern age, the baleful eclipse 
living liturgy, two world wars, the 
shams and humbugs materialistic 
civilization culminating hydrogen 
bomb were still unthought of. the 
middle the sixth century the Christian 
outlook, safe say, had vigor and 
spontaneity that were very different 
from those boasts today. 
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When St. Benedict looked from the 
window his tower room two days after 
the night’s conversation and saw dove 
ascending toward heaven, knew his 
beloved sister was earth more. 
who another occasion, and the 
self-same place, had come close any 
mortal has ever come seeing God 
face,” beheld the immense glory 
which Scholastica now shared and knew 
since himself was linger but 
very little while longer that she this, 
also, perhaps had been more able because 
she had loved the more (“plus potuit quia 
plus amavit”). 

With the singing psalms the monks 
brought the body the holy virgin 
the hill from her convent down below. 
For the night lay the small basilica 
St. Martin Tours the heights 
Casinum where formerly the temple 
Apollo had stood the midst its sacred 
grove. the morrow the brother, 
may surmised, celebrated the 


ficium pro dormitione.” with the 
veil virginal consecration arranged 
about her head, Scholastica was laid 
the tomb St. Benedict had prepared 
the chapel St. John the Baptist which 
stood the community cemetery, where 
the voice the oracle dying idolatry 
once was heard. the marble slab 
which divided the tomb horizontally 
two was put into place, the patriarch must 
have thought another grave, the 
catacombs St. Callistus the Via 
Appia, where had read the touching 
eulogy Pope Damasus for his departed 
sister Irene: “Now that the Lord about 
come, remember me, virgin, that 
God may grant light the brightness 
your lamp.” fit commentary, this, 
the epitaph, St. Gregory was 
phrase it, for brother and sister Monte 
Cassino “that the bodies these two, 
whose souls were always one God, 
might not separated the tomb.” 


Increased Enrollments for Catholic Schools 


Sister Jerome O.S.B. 


the problems that was discuss- 

most earnestly and continuously 

the meeting the National Catholic 
Educational Association Atlantic City 
April 12-15, 1955, was the rapidly increas- 
ing enrollment our schools. prac- 
tically every diocese, elementary and 
secondary schools are already over- 
crowded. Barring third world war 
some like major catastrophe, another 
decade these now overflowing schools will 
completely flooded. Buildings are go- 
ing fast builders can build them, 
and pastors are begging Mother Superiors 
for Sisters and more Sisters staff their 
schools. Mother Superiors are replying 
that the supply Sisters has long since 


run out, and advising that lay teachers 
hired fill the vacancies. According 
predictions, enrollments colleges will 
soon begin soar. The president 
eastern university recently stated that 
the bumper baby crop the 
which now its way through grade 
and high school, will ready for college 
1958, that 1970 there will 
average increase 70% our institu- 
tions higher learning. Besides the 
higher birth rate, more people school 
now than was the case generation ago, 
and the needs and abilities students 
seem more diverse, there cry 
not only for more teachers, but for better 
prepared teachers. 
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Public-school administrators are fully 
conscious the problems and are facing 
them. What with demands for 
federal and state aid, constructing new 
schools and enlarging old ones, increasing 
teachers’ salaries and trying make the 
profession more attractive, the NEA 
struggling desperately keep ahead 
the oncoming tide. Ruth Stout, Chair- 
man the National Commission 
Teacher Education 
Standards, the NEA Fournal for 
November, 1954, bewails the teacher 
shortage and lists the principal reasons 
why college graduates shy away from the 
profession leave after short trial 
run, the following: Undesirable working 
conditions (too much and hours too 
long), inadequate salaries, overcrowded 
classrooms, low standards certification, 
and the prestige factor lacking. Some 
these points concern only public schools; 
some apply private schools also. 

For Catholics, the problem even more 
appalling, beyond solution, according 
some educators. Their argument that 
Catholics, burdened with extra taxes for 
public schools, cannot support the addi- 
tional cost for more and larger Catholic 
schools and for religious and lay teachers 
staff them. Catholic superinten- 
dent said recently: “We will never, 
course, get all the Catholic children into 
our parochial schools. get 50% 
them will doing well.” According 
the Third Council Baltimore, how- 
ever, the ideal have every Catholic 
child Catholic school, and our aim 
is, with God’s help, strive attain it. 
may advance slowly and haltingly, 
but long our steps are turned the 
right direction, there possibility 
What are some these steps 
that may take the hope reaching 
our goal? 

First, can encourage vocations 
teaching orders men and women. 
Great strides have been made this field 
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during recent years. used think 
that publicity and drives for vocations 
were undignified and rather garish, some- 
thing like commercials television, but 
have come realize that they reach 
many boy and girl who has real attrac- 
tion for the religious life and the necessary 
qualifications, but has never received any 
encouragement. can impress 
young people the significance and nobility 
the apostolate teaching, the dire 
need religious teachers the present 
time, and the rewarding joy there 
serving Christ His little ones and be- 
coming spiritual mother father 
thousands His children, many them 
would accept the challenge and respond 
generously. Father Thomas Culhane 
once remarked that will erect tall and 
beautiful parochial schools, but build 


them vain unless build the same 


time vocations teaching communities. 

Second, can make sure that our 
Sisters are well prepared for their teach- 
ing assignments. Many congregations 
and communities, accordance with the 
Sister Formation Movement, have drawn 
programs whose object the spiritual 
and intellectual preparation Sisters for 
the work which their lives are dedicat- 
ed. conjunction with the spiritual 
training given those who enter the novi- 
tiate, there also the opportunity for the 
acquisition the intellectual virtues 
through the pursuit given course 
collegiate studies. The result this in- 
tegrated training should the develop- 
ment mature spiritual women ready 
for the teaching apostolate. These well- 
prepared Sisters will attract others 
their same field labor. There 
better way increasing vocations the 
teaching Sisterhood than the example 
cheerful, happy, capable teaching Sis- 
ters. this preparation required 
that young Sisters kept college 
the motherhouse elsewhere for couple 
years after their novitiate, and their 
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entrance into the schools therefore post- 
poned, the final beneficial results will far 
outweigh the difficulties caused the 
temporary delay. 

Third, can and must hire competent 
lay teachers supplement the work 
the religious, and treat them, not 
necessary evil, but vital and welcome 
part our educational system. 
dioceses ratio has been established 
according which for every four, five, 
six Sisters teaching institution, 
one lay teacher engaged. Frequently 
these lay men and women bring the 
school much that priests and Sisters can- 
not give. Their good example persons 
living the world, the state life which 
most boys and girls will eventually fol- 
low, can great inspiration the 
students. Their contacts with business 
and industry, and their personal acquain- 
tance with the local community (from 
which religious are necessity somewhat 
isolated)can also valuable the insti- 
tution. There will difficulties, course, 
stemming from the parents who want the 
Sisters teach their children and from 
pastors who cannot afford pay adequate 
salaries. But the lay teacher cap- 
able and conscientious, will soon make 
himself acceptable parents and prove 
his worth pastors. Those who still ob- 
ject might well reminded what Pope 
Pius wrote concerning the lay teacher, 
his encyclical Christian Education: 
“Of them also may said the words 
the Divine Master: ‘The harvest indeed 
great, but are Let 
then pray the Lord the harvest 
send more such workers into the field 
Christian education, and let their forma- 
tion one the principal concerns 
the pastors souls and superiors 
religious orders.” 

Administrators might also warned 
that both Sisters and lay teachers must 
have ample time prepare for their 
Persons not necessarily holding 


certificates and degrees might found 
some the extra work often re- 
quired teachers janitor work, house 
work, church work, sponsoring extra- 
curricular activities. Not that Sisters 
object these varied responsibilities. 
small doses they can refreshing 
change, welcome relief from the routine 
class-work. But when teachers are 
scarce and hard replace, when classes 
are large and consequently there are 
many papers grade, reports make 
out, and records keep, these added 
duties may become real and perhaps un- 
necessary burden. 

Fourth, can consolidate and com- 
bine, thus avoiding duplication, and sav- 
ing physical plant, equipment, and 
teaching personnel. rural areas there 
are sometimes three more schools with- 
radius twenty miles, each with two 
Sisters teaching from fifteen thirty 
children building that has kept 
repair, furnished, lighted, and heated. 
these eighty children could transport- 
bus one central school, three 
Sisters instead six could easily take care 
the whole group, and the other three 
could spared for the large city schools 
where single classes number fifty sixty. 
Small high schools could combined 
with even greater saving, owing the 
expense maintaining libraries and 
laboratories, and the specialized training 
secondary teachers. true that 
each pastor would like have his own 
parish school, and probably the ideal 
situation that should have it. But 
period stress, sacrifices and adapta- 
tions must made according circum- 
stances, that the good the few re- 
linquished for the good the many. 

Fifth, the financial aspect the pro- 
blem probably the most acute well 
the most unpleasant. Schools cannot 
built and operated without money, 
nor can teachers trained and prepared 
for their work without money. Lay 
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teachers, even those whose apostolic 
zeal and spirit sacrifice prompt them 
donate part their services, ought 
given living wage, plus social 
security, retirement, and other fringe 
benefits. Where are going get 
the money? The greater part will surely 
have come from our good, hard-work- 
ing Catholic people, through tuition 
fees, parish funds, drives, and the like. 
doubtful that will ever receive 
any help from the federal state govern- 
ment. Some say are better off with- 
out it, while others assert that are en- 
titled it, certainly the “auxiliary” 
services. One the glories the Cath- 
olic Church America during the past 
century the selfless generosity with 
which clergy, Sisters, and laity have sup- 
ported the parochial schools without mur- 
mur dissent, and have every reason 
believe that they will continue this 
magnanimous policy even the uncer- 
tain future. our Catholic people have 
right philosophy life, permeated with 
the principles religion, and appreciate 
the value Catholic education all 
levels, they will realize that their mone- 
tary contributions are not cost but 
good investment, the best they could make, 
since they are deposited their children, 
the future citizens America and mem- 
bers the Church. 

Some Catholic institutions higher 
learning have, during the past decades, 
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obtained certain per cent their 
revenue from gifts. present high in- 
come level many individuals and cor- 
porations has encouraged philanthropic 
contributions colleges and universities, 
Federal and state policies provide liberal 
exemptions from income taxes for gifts 
educational and other non-profit insti- 
tutions. several states Foundations 
Private Colleges have been formed, the 
purpose which approach corpora- 
tions and other business organizations for 
financial support, the same time inter- 
preting them the role higher educa- 
tion and showing them the special re- 
sources the private colleges. This 
fruitful source income has great pos- 
sibilities and has barely been tapped 
yet Catholics. have been too 
modest making known the public 
our unique contribution the field 
education, and explaining the worthi- 
ness our educational objectives and our 
crying needs. 

Finally, our surest resource prayer. 
The efficacy any apostolate depends 
great measure the interior holiness 
the apostle. If, the eternal plan 
God, the Catholic schools are fulfilling 
mission America, can face the future 
unafraid. God’s arm not shortened 
this second half the twentieth cen- 
tury, and serve Him wholeheartedly 
and trustingly, will stretch out 
blessing and support. 
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Archives, Our Responsibility Posterity 


say that the scriptoria the medi- 

eval Benedictine monasteries were 
the main channels through which the in- 
tellectual trends classical antiquity 
passed into the modern world obviously 
The principal claus- 
tral employment the medieval monk 
was that the annalist, the chronicler, 
and the scribe. Bede, Mathew 
Paris, William Malmesbury, and other 
chroniclers such great centers learn- 
ing Wearmouth, St. Alban’s, and St. 
Gall’s that today bow humble 
gratitude. 

The advent the printing press made 
the role the copyist less significant, but 
the work the annalist, the role the 
archivist has always been regarded impor- 
tant people who keep their roots 
the past. Lack personnel and paucity 
material resources during the brick and 
mortar age partly explains the deplorable 
lacunae historical records the Cath- 
olic Church America. The loss 
course irrevocable. But merely 
Utopian dream hope that with proper 
understanding the importance ar- 
chives, the Catholic culture, the spiritual 
heritage the religious communities 
our day will likewise preserved and 
handed down posterity? 

One could have expected that with the 
passing the pioneer stage economy 
more comfortable living, increased 
leisure and wealth, American Catholic 
leaders would recognize their obligation 
posterity taking the proper steps 
preserve their historical records. Their 
the mentality people who have 
been indoctrinated with philosophy 


education that considers 
affairs” the only significant period 
history. Moreover the detailed legis- 
lation for the erection diocesan archives 
the 1918 Code Canon Law evidence 
that Rome knew that Catholics were neg- 
lecting this role tradition the life 
the Church. 


Probably one today more aware 
the utter disregard historical records 
than the research student who engaged 
the task writing the centenary 
account his diocese monastery. 
true, mentioned above, that lack 
trained personnel and adequate facilities 
the past are some the extenuating 
factors, however there ample evidence 
that there is, our day the past, 
many administrator and superior who 
remain blissful ignorance the im- 
portance historical records. Monasteri- 
are probably less culpable than are the 
communities religious Many 
the former have incorporated into their 
statutes the mandates Canon Law, 
statements such the following, 

“The Abbot Praeses shall preserve all 
documents, records and other writings 
which should preserved for future con- 
tingencies, and after the expiration his 
term office, should consign them 
his successor; documents, however which 
the Abbot Praeses does not need shall 
kept the archives some 
But legislation alone will never remedy 
would interesting tabulate the answers 
the following question appearing the 1948 
Quinquennial Report for Nonfederated Auto- 
nomous Monasteries and the 
archives the monastery house properly 


equipped and carefully 
Declarations the Swiss American Congre- 


gation. 
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the situation. necessary that Cath- 
olics, especially our superiors and ad- 
ministrators become “archive conscious.” 
However the task keeping adequate 
records does not devolve upon the highest 
superior alone, each member the com- 
munity must made conscious his 
individual responsibility. the words 
reputable archivist, the status 
Catholic archives today demands “the or- 
ganization records diocesan and in- 
stitutional offices, the turning over 
these records stated intervals com- 
petent custodians, the provision suit- 
able quarters for the preservation their 
records and capable archivists ad- 
minister and care for 

The term archives used this paper 
not the technical one (depository 
official records longer needed for 
routine administration office), but 
rather considered much broader 
sense. meant include semi-official 
documents, personal memoirs, diaries, 
photographs, microfilms and phonograph 
records. 

Besides the inclusion definite man- 

dates based Canon Law Statutes 
would seem imperative that the reli- 
gious community draw set norms 
directives for the care archival 
Basing these directives re- 
cognized tested procedures would give 
these records objectivity that 
Thomas McAvoy, C.S.C., Archives 
and Their Catholic Library Prac- 
tice, 1950, pp. 87-99. 
One could find the basic norms guiding prin- 
ciples such books Grace Nute, Care and 
Cataloguing Manuscripts, (Minnesota His- 
torical Society, 1936); 

Thomas McAvoy, Archives and 
Their Catholic Library Practice 
(U. Portland Press, 1950); 

Fitzpatrick, Notes the Care, Catalogy, 
Calendary and Arranging Manuscripts,” 
(Washington Government Print Office, 1934); 

Jenkinson, Manual Archive Administra- 
tion, (Wilson Co., 1934); 

Muller and Fruin, Manual for Arrange- 


ment and Descriptions Archives, (Wilson Co. 
1940). 


Page Forty 


lacking today. The bitter unfair 
criticism sometimes displayed sister 
monk towards the historical account 
presented his own community would 
certainly seem prove that even among 
educated people there lack under- 
standing historiography. XIII’s 
forcible mandate writers history was 
more generally known, history 
would truly the ancients called it, 
“The teacher life and the light 
truth.” The holy Pontiff gives two laws 
for historians, the first dare tell 
falsehood, and the second not fear 
speak the 

lively consciousness the tremendous 
value archival material would de- 
velop those caring for such items 
objectivity which would prevent some de- 
plorable practices. For example one 
frequently finds retiring administrators 
destroying records used during their ad- 
ministration, treating these records 
personal property. Canon Law its 
provision for “‘secret archives,” course, 
safeguards material that should kept 
secret destroyed after longer 
needed. The acquisition “archive 
conscious” mentality all educators 
would immense value not only 
their respective diocese monastery, but 
teachers would thus better equipped 
give their student the classroom 
real appreciation for heritage that 
every human being must turn try 
hand down posterity. 

One the ways which Benedictines 
the twentieth century could heed the 
mandate our holy Pontiff Pius XII “to 
reduce the practice ordinary life the 
hold fast the traditions the Benedic- 
tine Order being the conserver and 
transmitter the things the 


The Encyclical Letter issued the occasion 


the opening the Vatican Archives 1893. 
Fulgens Radiatur, 1947. 
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The Wisdom Christ End Product 


Catholic Education 
Rev. Joun Lacy 


“Fear not, for have redeemed thee, and called thee thy name: 


thou art mine.” (Isaias, 43: 


HERE has been great deal dis- 

cussion recent days over what con- 
stitutes humility. Thomas Kempis 
says: “It better feel compunction 
than know its meaning.” bet- 
ter feel humility than know its 
meaning, very fortunate this morn- 
ing, for certainly feel humble. 
humility comes first being here 
this great institution learning pre- 
sent the baccalaureate address, and 
secondly, the roll prominent priests 
and laymen who have preceded tends 
deepen that humility. 

The continual existence the Catholic 
Church the world insoluble mys- 
tery. There institution the his- 
tory mankind that has withstood 
many assaults frrom its enemies and 
many betrayals its friends. There are 
thousand reasons why should have 
died with the centuries. There only 
one explain its survival throughout the 
years. the Feast Pentecost which 
shall celebrate few days. 

Pentecost the Apostles went forth 
conquer world which they had 
been They went forth 
bring men the search life the very 
Cross from which they themselves had 
fled fear death. 

With the coming the Holy Spirit the 
work Holy Mother Church began, and 
because His abiding presence, that 
work will continue the end time. 

This Baccalaureate address was delivered 


Mount St. Scholastica College, Atchison, Kans., 
May 22, 1955. 


With the coming the Holy Spirit 
then, the seed was sown from which this 
school has sprung, since exists for 
other purpose than continue the work 
begun the Apostles the face 
hostile world. 


daughters Mount St. Scholastica, 
and members Holy Mother Church, 
you are under obligation part 
that work. For four years you have been 
privileged share her 
partake her wisdom. Now, you, 
the Apostles, begin forth teach. 


Each age has its challenge and each 
age Catholic women, witnesses Christ 
and lovers His Mother, must make 
that challenge response which echoes 
the will God. 


our own age the challenge many 
fold: the answer has the simplicity 
God Himself and the consistency 
Divine Revelation. 

The yesterday’s dreams 
has become the two worlds today’s 
reality. these worlds, one stands for 
Christ and His standards; and the other, 
for the forces anti-Christ. “Whoever 
not with against me,” Jesus said, 
and His words are solemn reminder 
our obligation rally all mankind 
His side. 

The Catholic laity must never forget 
that Christ’s words the Apostles, 
“Teach all nations preaching the 
gospel every creature...” were ad- 
dressed not merely bishops, and 
priests, but them well. From the 
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moment Confirmation every Catholic 
person has obligation bring the 
truths Christ those who not know 
Him, and those who, having known 
Him, have forgotten Him. 


For this purpose Mount St. Scholastica 
has allowed you partake her knowl- 
edge and share her wisdom. 


For just few moments this morning, 
let take time examine wisdom— 
wisdom the world and wisdom 
Christ. Among the Romans and Greeks, 
and the Roman and Greek world, there 
existed great veneration for what they 
called their wisdom and they sought this 
wisdom their philosophers. Their 
learned men spent long hours dis- 
cussions and speculations. They compiled 
this wisdom into program living 
humanism. was, many senses, the 
highest achievement the pagan world. 

And yet, what was it? formula for 
genteel living. did not reach down 
into the realities life. scurried over 
the ugly question slavery and even 
exalted the sensual, for was very part 
its program worship the altar 
Venus. With great veneer gentility, 
being the times, the wisdom 
the Greek and the Roman was actually 
corrupting thing. 

The great Apostle, Paul, compares this 
wisdom the Greek philosophers and 
the adaptations Cicero and the other 
Romans another wisdom the Wis- 
dom the Cross. 


The Wisdom the Cross looks facts. 
looks into the inside man. looks 
the dirty fact sin, man’s apostasy 
from God; looks the weakness 
man, and yet, the wisdom the Cross 
looks the mercy and the goodness 
God and shows the way, the only way, 
blot out sin. opens the way for 
man, you and me, be, even higher 
sense than our natural inspiration, the 
great and wonderful end for which 
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were created sons and daughters 
God. 

St. Paul admits that the wisdom the 
Cross will find opposition among many 
those polished Greeks and Romans be- 
cause they not like crosses. dis- 
misses with single phrase its rejection 
the Jews, calling the stumbling block. 
And then comes back and says this 
stumbling block the Wisdom God. 

What wisdom? means the choos- 
ing the right means and the ordering 
those means last end. And you 
and know our last end. know 
through the Cross, because, after 
the Cross comprehensive all revela- 
tion. The Cross just the culmination 
the story God’s love for me, which 
St. Augustine said began told 
the first verse the Book Genesis. 

There were lot problems among 
those old philosophers. was the 
problem pain and the problem suffer- 
ing. And there must have stolen into 
the minds many those Greeks and 
Romans the problem slavery. The 
very blush shame which nature puts 
upon our cheeks must have made them 
halt doubt, and their inner selves, 
they must have understood that the cult 
Venus debases, corrupts, and deprives 
man his right reason. 

But the wisdom the Cross St. 
Paul states frees and liberates. 
not merely question knowledge. 
There are many who have had knowl- 
edge things divine, who have not had 
theology that Our Blessed Savior’s re- 
demption was for all men. But the sub- 
jective redemption isn’t going 


thing that comes every man, because. 


there are many men who not open 
their souls it. 

Knowledge not going save and 
the Cross means more than knowledge. 
The other day one our breviary 
lessons read what means 
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“amplexu crucis” within the embrace 
the Cross. The Cross gives strength 
and makes Christ-like. enables 
all the things that are envisioned 
being sons and daughters God. 

How often see men making this 
mistake between knowledge and wisdom! 
Even sometimes when they speak the 
knowledge things divine. 

Certainly our day, should recall 
the comparison which St. Paul made. 

have read, and I’m sure you have 
read, that the distinctive thing the old 
Chinese culture was superstitious vener- 
ation learning. Chinese culture, 
the literarist, the lettered man, held first 
rank society. 

have come pretty close that stage to- 
day. people all history have spent 
much treasure schools and expanded 
much thought all schools 
have. There intangible sort some- 
thing that has come into the idea 
that the school going solve every- 
thing. Then, what the lower schools will 
not solve, the university will solve. Edu- 
cation, more education, has lost its right 
proportion our minds. 

Was the doctrine Nazism concocted 
among some uneducated people? Who 
first wrote about this blood philosophy? 
university professor. Derived from 
another university professor’s philosophy 
became popular and was first propagat- 
universities. 

Who concocted the idea Fascism? 
doctor philosophy who adopted the 
philosophy Nietzche taught the 
University Bologna. Marxism, 
any its forms, thing that came mere- 
out the cries the masses? Who was 
Marx? product. Who 
could say that Lenin was uncultured 
man the sense being unlettered 
man? 

There were times when mere greed 


brought catastrophe the human race. 
There came such thing Ghengis Kahn 
who was mighty and barbaric. But 
these things that are worrying today 
did not come out barbarism. They 
came out schools. Where did this 
withering secularism that blighting 
much that fine the world today and 
numbing the men where 
did come from? came from the 
apostasy man from Christ. came 
from materialism which had all the old 
gildings the Greek and Roman materi- 
alism. They called humanism, but 
was humanism which wasn’t human. 
humanism which left out God. 

For years past our nation has been 
dominated such philosophy, 
philosophy life that makes man all 
sufficient unto himself. Our youth have 
come forth from college and univerity 
persuaded that they need other light 
for their feet than human knowledge. 
Believing that they are longer bound 
the shackles what they would call 
outworn creed. Their hearts are 
hungry with the desire that they may 
feed where they wish. 

There must reflection and only 
much restraint necessary keep 
within the pale society. Such has been 
the seed our sowing and today are 
reaping the harvest contempt for the 
laws God and men. Reaping the 
harvest disregard for human life 
greed that mocks justice, because for 
millions people, there other rule 
life except that whatever like right. 

And time which calls for love 
and sacrifice, behold the unholy 
spectacle man against man, groups 
against groups, each demanding the 
other sacrifice that neither will make 
for the good all. This the situation 
which confronts you today and your 
duty meet Catholics and Ameri- 
cans. the weakling challenge 
which will overwhelm him the outset 
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and make him one the crowd. But 
you are women faith and courage 
and expected that you will lead 
answer the call the Vicar Christ 
for action. 

There wanting what should 
education. There wanting wisdom. 
For, after all, education means training 
men live. they give program 
some your modern contemporary 
humanism program for living, they 
haven’t satisfied anything they 
haven’t touched the realities me. But 
let them give the Cross and they will 
touch the realities and shall have wis- 
som. 

day that gives little heed spirit- 
ual values, yours easy task. 
means loyalty Catholic principles, 
Catholic ideals, regardless the cost. 
word, means the Cross Christ 
which before this very altar this morning 
you have acclaimed the hope the 

those who look with carnal eye, 
the Cross Christ only withered 
tree the flower which dead. 
your high privilege prove that still 
lives and that its fruit may seen 
your lives. 

Men are governed and souls are won 
not words alone, but the reality 
things. Had Christ depended upon the 
sound His voice put across His 
hearers the lessons the Sermon the 
Mount, even His effort might have met 
with failure. People listened Him and 
took their own hearts when said 
that the poor were blessed because they 
had first seen with their own eyes that 
was among the poorest the poor. 
was the example Christ that strength- 
ened the credibility His words and gave 
them life. 

Within few days you wil! forth 
city and town where lie your fields 
The crying need the parish 
well the Church large for men 
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and women who are willing carry the 
Cross Christ men and women who 
are willing lead. And should you mis- 
trust your talents, remember that virtue 
has its claims. Lacordaire the height 
his fame never addressed such thousands 
sat the feet the Cure Ars, 
When the people wondered and asked the 
reason why, was humble peasant who 
gave the answer. was asked, 
you see Ars?” And the man re- 
plied: saw God man.” 

The Abbe Perryve used pray, “Jesus, 
when they see me, may they recognize 
Thee.” Such should our prayer too. 
Whenever people see you, wherever you 
may be, matter what the circumstan- 
ces, you and you alone will have the 
privilege introducing them, were, 
Christ. When you see them, you 
must prepared show them Jesus 
Christ, because for that once you are 
Christ all that they can see Him 
and the Church, all that they can know. 
The world hungering for what Christ 
and His Church have give through you 
and you must not fail Him. 

There only one way can fail to- 
meet the challenge reveal Christ our 
selves. That failing remember 
that must work ensure stronger, 
vibrant, living Faith our personal lives, 
sanctifying ourselves and our surround- 
ings help improve and elevate 
our fellow men. parasite can you 
afford the Mystical Body 
Christ. But you must new body 
and new blood for Christ live and die 
and born again. 

Our Lord once warned about conceal- 
ing our light, the light the living Faith 
within us. told that should 
placed cast the warmth its 
friendly rays all about. accordance 
with the gifts with which God has blessed 
us, are obliged make known Christ’s 
truth letting shine forth from our 
lives, penetrate our surroundings like 


lea 
sel 
lev 
vel 
set 
for 


leaven the dough, rather than let our- 
selves dragged down the mediocre 
level world that spurns the ideals 
Christ, reduces morality the level 
unbridled indulgence, and repudiates the 
very spiritual nature man. 

Saving the world task for theorists 
and not easy for practical people. 
was not easy for Christ, still less for His 
apostles. But Christ with you, 
your side, and within you, and under such 
dare refuse, work need fear 
accept, goal attain which cannot 
set our sights on. remains for you 
only identify yourself with Him 
every activity, thought, and act will. 
His mission only you, not 
Christ, can fail. 

this end Mount St. Scholastica has 
for period years accepted you 
part her household. All that she pos- 
sesses has been yours share wisdom 
for worldly pursuits and truth light 
your way God. And she has given 
you the persons through whom she 
continues her existence, unforgettable 
example the spirit self-sacrifice, with- 
out which the love God and the love 
country are only names. 

Shortly you will leave 
But the sisters Mount St. Scholastica 
shall remain. you she has been 
altar which they offer themselves daily 
that she may live. Their love their 


life their only earthly consolation, the 
hope that you will share and pass 
others. 

not the fame and fortune her 
daughters that Scholastica will find her 
reward, but women who have the 
courage reflect her spirit and give 
the world what she has given them. 
There are thousands who have never 
walked this campus, whom your alma 
mater source pride and joy. 
Remember their hopes are your 
keeping. 

For you Mount St. Scholastica here, 
but the world, she wherever you are 
honored when you are honored and 
shamed when you are shamed. 


Your high privilege trans- 
substantiated. Just the words 
consecration, the substance the bread 
and the substance the wine changed 
into the substance the Body and Blood 
Jesus Christ, with only the species re- 
maining, too, you are always saying: 
“This body, this blood. Take 
it, Christ, and make Thine. care 
not that the species life remain. 
The particular duties, the avocations, 
the talents that possess are just the ap- 
pearances. Let them remain. But 
substance intellect, will, all 
that have, give you.” 


“Fear not, for have redeemed thee, 
and called thee thy name: thou art 
mine.” 


Page Forty-five 


the 
who 
mis- 
ands 
who 
sus, 
nize 
too, 
you 
the 
ere, 
are 
lim 

ber 
er, 
ate 
lie 


The American Cassinese Keep Centenary 


Sister Mary Hansen, O.S.B. 


way Benedictine life the 

way the cross.” stated 
recent speaker the The hori- 
zontal beam the cross symbolizes the 
missionary zeal with which the followers 
St. Benedict have reached out across 
the face the earth bring new na- 
tions the gospel peace and the example 
Christian dedication the pursuits 
God. The nations Europe, the Ameri- 
cas, the islands the Pacific, the remote- 
ness Asia have been included the 
scope the work undertaken the 
monks who have labored win men 
God. 

The vertical beam represents the days, 
weeks, years, centuries, through which 
the Benedictine ideal, passing from gener- 
ation generation, has endured liv- 
ing core from which has sprung fruit- 
ful heritage learning, culture and sanc- 
tity. emphasize the aptness the 
analogy, need merely remember the 
famous Succisa Virescit, motto Mon- 
Cassino, which has become by-word 
the history monasticism. 


August 24, the Benedictines 
America will unite the observance 
the centenary the foundation the 
American-Cassinese Congregation. While 
its vertical beam has quietly lengthened 
include one hundred years, the cross 
the Benedictines has extended likewise 
its horizontal beam, embracing the vast- 
ness America, from the hills Penn- 
sylvania the mountains the Pacific 


Sister Faith Schuster, O.S.B., speaking 
“The Benedictine the annual Com- 
munity Catechetical Day, opening session, June 
24, 1955. 
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northwest, from Canada Florida, and 
largely the credit the members 
the American Cassinese Congregation 
that monasticism has succeeded the 
new world. 

The history this branch the Bene- 
dictine order begins with the work 
Archabbot Boniface Wimmer, founder 
St. Vincent’s Archabbey, Latrobe, Penn- 
sylvania, cradle the American Benedic- 
tines. young monk, pioneer with 
vision, Father Boniface came the 
newly-settled region Pennsylvania from 
Bavaria, the hope that and few 
co-workers would able, through the 
establishment monastic community, 
preserve the faith among the German 
immigrants the locality. 1846 they 
began follow the daily program work 
and prayer, planning and building and 
attracting new recruits from abroad and 
home. Father Boniface trained these 
men the Benedictine disciplines, and 
contrary pessimistic observers who 
heralded his coming with forecasts 
failure, was very successful forming the 
nucleus learned and zealous com- 
munity. August 24, 1855, Pope Pius 
raised the monastery the status 
Abbey, appointing Abbot Boniface 
superior. (He was confirmed the 
office for life 1883 Pope Leo XIII, 
who named him Archabbot.) 

successful were the labors the 
monks that the end St. Vincent’s 
first decade, they were able take 
parish and missionary work, and estab- 
lish their first foundation, St. John’s 
Abbey, what now Collegeville, Min- 
nesota. The Abbey was erected under 
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the name St. Louis the Lake, and was 
built through the munificence King 
Ludwig Bavaria, who was generous 
patron Abbot Boniface’s project 
America. 

Because the rapid growth and 
promising spread Benedictine laborers, 
the need was felt for type government 
which would provide permanent and 
unifying bond between them. Pope Pius 
therefore erected the American-Cas- 
sinese Congregation, and appointed Ab- 
bot Boniface president 1855. 

Under the patronage the Holy 
Guardian Angels, the Congregation was 
erected under statutes similar those 
granted the Bavarian Benedictines 
Pope Innocent 1681, and was 
affiliate the Cassinese Congregation. 

Once organized, the growth the Con- 
gregation was rapid. the monks an- 
swered the summons undertake new 
apostolates, monasteries were founded 
and eventually raised abbatial dignity. 
Father Boniface had come America 
look after the spiritual welfare the 
German immigrants Pennsylvania, and 
when calls came from bishops other 
parts the growing nation, supplied 
priests who extended his missionary work 
America’s frontiers. Belmont Abbey 
North Carolina, St. Bernard’s Ala- 
bama, St. Leo’s Florida, St. John’s 
Minnesota, St. Benedict’s Kansas, 
Holy Cross Colorado, St. Martin’s 
Washington one can hear the march 
history the footsteps the monks 
who set out establish centers wor- 
ship and learning from which would radi- 
ate the spiritual power vital new 
nation. 

the present time, the Congregation 
includes sixteen abbeys: St. Vincent Arch- 
abbey, Latrobe, Pennsylvania (founded 
1846); St. John’s Abbey, Collegeville, 
Minnesota (1856); St. Benedict’s Abbey, 
Atchison, Kansas (1857); St. Mary’s 
Abbey, Newark, New Jersey (1858); Bel- 


mont Abbey, Belmont, North Carolina 
(1884); St. Bernard’s Abbey, Cullman, 
Alabama (1891); St. Procopius Abbey, 
Lisle, Illinois (1885); St. Gregory’s Ab- 
bey, Shawnee, Oklahoma (1876); St. Leo 
Abbey, St. Leo, Florida (1889); Assump- 
tion Abbey, Richardton, North Dakota 
(1893); St. Bede’s Abbey, Peru, 
(1910); St. Peter’s Abbey, Muenster, 
Saskatchewan, Canada;? St. Martin’s 
Abbey, Olympia, Washington (1895); 
Holy Cross Abbey, Canon City, Colorado 
(1886); St. Anselm’s Abbey, Manchester, 
New Hampshire (1893); and St. Andrew’s 
Abbey, Cleveland, Oiho (1922). these, 
two are abbeys Belmont Abbey 
and St. Peter’s. 


The list presidents who have guided 
the Congregation during its century in- 
cludes some the most illustrious names 
the annals American Benedictine 
history. Succeeding the founder, Arch- 
abbot Boniface Wimmer, was Abbot In- 
nocent Wolf, St. Benedict’s, Atchison, 
who held the office for two terms, 1890- 
and 1899-1902. Inthe interim, Abbot 
Leo Haid Belmont Abbey was presi- 
dent. his office was added that 
Vicar Apostolic North Carolina. 
1903, the Rt. Rev. Peter Engel, Abbot 
St. Joseph’s, assumed the presidency for 
term which lasted until 1914. Having 
the longest tenure was the Rt. Rev. Ernest 
Helmstetter, St. Mary’s, Newark, who 
held the office from 1915-1932. His suc- 
cessor was the Rt. Rev. Alcuin Deutsch, 
Abbot St. John’s, 1932-44. Succeed- 
ing him was the Rt. Rev. Mark Braun, 
who was forced ill health resign the 
office 1953. was replaced the 
Rt. Rev. Denis Strittmatter, present 
Archabbot St. Vincent’s. 

addition the pastoral care souls 
the various dioceses where abbeys 
have been established, the monks have 
Founded the Priory Cluny Wetaug, 


Illinois, 1892, this community was transferred 
Muenster 1903 and re-named St. 
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continued their tradition educators 
youth. Almost all the abbeys have 
schools theology, and there are numer- 
ous colleges and preparatory schools oper- 
ated the monks. special interest 
the work several houses which are 
distinguished for leadership service 
special fields. St. Vincent’s notable 
the early training center for monks who 
later became teachers theology their 
own monasteries. St. John’s, College- 
ville, has rendered invaluable service 
the promotion the liturgical movement 
through its press. behalf the 
Slavic groups its locality, St. Procopius 
Abbey publishes number foreign 
language periodicals and maintains 
major seminary for students the Byzan- 
tine-Slavonic Rite. Work 
missions, notably the Bahamas, China 
and the Philippines, also part the 
Congregation’s program. 

The statistical summary the Congre- 
gation’s membership, tabulated the 
1955 Ordo, lists total membership 


1,878, whom 1,189 are priests. The 
remainder are major minor orders, 
brothers oblates. 

tribute the distinguished accom- 
plishments the American-Cassinese 
Congregation would complete without 
recognition the assistance has render- 
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the development the Benedictine 
convents the United States. their 
illustrious founder extended his brotherly 
concern St. Scholastica and her Sisters, 
his followers have exercised fraternal 
solicitude for the welfare the religious 
who labor under the Benedictine motto, 

was the instance Abbot Boni- 
face that the first Sisters came from St, 
Walburga’s Convent, Bavaria, 
found the cradle the American Bene- 
dictines St. Mary’s, Elk County, Penn- 
sylvania, 1852. From the beginning, 
they combined the work education with 
the life prayer. From this mother- 
house were eventually established the six- 
teen convents which now comprise the 
Congregation St. Scholastica. The 
Benedictine Fathers have provided spirit- 
ual guidance, advice temporal affairs, 
and the inspiration and encouragement 
good example the Sisters during this 
first century co-missionary work. 

perhaps significant that the present 
President the American-Cassinese Con- 
gregation the Right Rev. Archabbot 
St. Vincent’s, where its first century 
was inaugurated. Having come “full- 
circle,” speak, augurs more cen- 
turies Benedictine service, that all 
things American, too, God may glori- 
fied! Multos Annos! 
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With Other Benedictine Sisters 


WISCONSIN 

May 1955, Sister Mary Berna- 
dette Ladner Philadelphia, Pennsyl- 
vania, pronounced her triennial vows. 
the same day the following five young 
ladies received the habit St. Benedict: 
Miss Mary Connors Columbus, Ohio, 
Sister Mary Lawrence; Miss Orvis Lee 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, Sister 
Marie; Miss Martha Dahlquist Knox- 
Tennessee, Sister Jean Marie; 
Miss Mary Elizabeth McDaid Malin 
County, Donegal, Ireland, Sister Mary 
Jerome; Miss Maria Cruz Caguas, 
Puerto Rico, Sister Mary Carmen. The 
ceremony took place St. Benedict’s 
Church, Benet Lake, Wisconsin. Solemn 
High Mass was celebrated the Rt. Rev. 
Richard Felix, O.S.B., Abbot. The Very 
Rev. Stephen Odenbrett, O.S.B., Prior, 
was deacon; and the Rev. Jerome 
cinski, O.S.B., subdeacon. 


Bismarck, 


Four postulants left Benet Hall, the 
aspirants’ home, and came the Mother- 
house December Those taking 
part the reception ceremony were Hilde- 
garde Custin, Irene Mayer, Agnes Paul, 
and Georgiana Urlacher. They are 
enter the novitiate June 20, when Bishop 
Hoch will hold investiture the Cathe- 
dral the Holy Spirit. 

Loyola University Press released the 
teacher’s manual for Service, religion 
text for seniors, this spring. Sister Anne 
co-editor both the manual and the 
textbook, having collaborated with the 
Rev. Austin Schmidt, S.J., and the Rev. 
Gerald Ellard, S.J. Father Schmidt 
editor the entire series, Religious Es- 


May Sisters Paschal and Marilyn 
were appointed editorial consultants 
Dakota Catholic Action, the diocesan 
monthly paper. For number years 
they have done similar work various 
school publications. 

Bismarck Diocese had elaborate 
display booths showing the work 
priests and religious here Vocation 
Day, Ascension Thursday. addition 
the monks Assumption Abbey, four 
groups Benedictine Sisters took part: 
those Minot, Yankton, Crookston, and 
Bismarck. Climax the day was after- 
noon ordination five young men, three 
them Benedictines. 

Saint Alexius Hospital, largest hospital 
North Dakota, observed its seventieth 
anniversary during National Hospital 
Week, May From the five Sis- 
ters serving 20-bed hospital 1885, 
they have become group thirty-seven 
with hundred nursing students 
bed hospital 1955. 

Two sisters from Saint Alexius who 
have been absent for study completed 
their courses recently. Sister Emmanuel 
was graduated from Creighton School 
Pharmacy; she expected spend her 
interneship Saint Benedict’s Hospital 
Ogden. Sister Florence received 
M.S. Nursing Education Saint Louis 
University. She had recently been elect- 
president Delta Phi, graduate 
nurses’ organization. 

Many members the Community are 
engaged teaching vacation classes 
religion some fifty parishes throughout 
the diocese. Sister Corda, together with 
her sister, Sister Gregor, will 
also teach Buffalo, New York, the 
request the Sisters Social Service: 
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Sister Gregor, classes chant; Sister 
Corda, typing. 


Bristow, VIRGINIA 


March and were honored 
with the canonical visitators, the Rev. 
Mother Alfred and the Rev. Mother 
Laura. 

March the Most Rev. Peter Ire- 
ton, Bishop Richmond, received the 
triennial vows Sister Mary Thomas, 
Sister Regina, and Sister Mary John, all 
Richmond, Virginia. His Excellency 
also conferred the habit St. Benedict 
Sister Benedict Quantico, Virginia. 

St. Gertrude High School Richmond 
building new wing for both classroom 
and additional rooms for the Sisters. 

The Rev. Omer Kline, O.S.B., from 
St. Vincent’s Archabbey, gave the annual 
retreat June. 

The Rev. Bernard Sause, O.S.B., St. 
Benedict’s Abbey Atchison, conduct- 
ing two courses our summer school. 


the summer-school faculty the 
Catholic University Washington, D.C., 
Sister Anselm who teaching classes 
Braille Technique Reading and 
Writing and Special Methods Teach- 
ing the Blind. April Sister addressed 
the N.C.E.A. Convention concerning the 
Experimental Day School for the Blind 
which she conducted St. Hilary’s 
School, Chicago, during the past year. 
This school the first its kind the 
United States. 

Sister Winifred and Sister Josepha be- 
gan their studies Braille the Catholic 
University this summer. Sister Mary 
Paul taking the Confraternity Chris- 
tian Doctrine Summer Leadership Course. 

Enrolled theology courses are Sister 
Sebastian, Sister Genevieve, and Sister 
Mercedes, St. Joseph’s College, College- 
ville, Indiana; Sister Margaret Mary and 
Sister Mary Louise, St. Mary’s College, 


Page Fifty 


Notre Dame; Sister Judith and Sister 
Catherine, St. Xavier’s College, Chicago; 
and Sister Albertina, Sister Stephanie, 
Sister Scholastica, Sister Mary Bede, and 
Sister Eileen, Loretto Heights College, 
Denver. 

the University Notre Dame Sis- 
ter Walburg studying science; Sister 
Estelle, drama; and Sister Francesca, art. 


February 11, four postulants were 
clothed with the holy habit. May 
two more postulants were invested, and 
Sister Rosalita Jones Toledo, Ohio, 
and Sister Dolores Dowling Onta- 
rio, Canada, pronounced perpetual vows. 

Laetare Sunday, March 19, forty- 
eight young men and women the Cath- 
olic Youth Organization Kansas City 
spent Day Recollection the Clyde 
convent after attending High Mass 
Conception Abbey. 

Another large group, this time non- 
Catholics from Tarkio, Missouri, visited 
the Adoration and Relic Chapels during 
March. 

Palm Sunday, Mass the Byzan- 
tine Rite was celebrated the Relic 
Chapel the Rev. Frederick Wilcock, 
S.J., the Russian Institute Fordham 
University. Booklets containing 
Mass prayers were distributed before- 
hand, and with little practice the Sisters 
were able sing the responses, most 
the prayers being recited English. 

The same Sunday witnessed the first 
Four-Parish Holy Hour the Adoration 
Chapel, when Holy Family Parish Con- 
ception Junction joined the groups who 
have been coming regularly the first 
Sunday each month from Clyde, Con- 
ception, and Parnell, with their respective 
pastors. 

the feast the Ascension, large 
group students from Conception Semi- 
nary kept afternoon Holy Hour with 
Benediction the Adoration Chapel. 
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Two members the newly founded In- 
stitute, the Handmaids the Precious 
Blood, are, request Archbishop 
Byrne Santa Fe, New Mexico, making 
their canonical Novitiate Clyde. 


Covincton, Kentucky 


and February 13, the Most Rev. William 
Mulloy, Bishop Covington, presided 
the ceremonies Consecration Vir- 
gins, which 157 members the Com- 
munity received consecration. 

attendance the N.C.E.A. Conven- 
tion Atlantic City, New Jersey, April 
12-16, were Sister Wendeline and Sister 
Celeste. 

spent April 17-26 Bos- 
ton and New York, attending the Ameri- 
can Association College Registrars 
meeting and visiting other colleges. 


the Foreign Language Conference, 


held the University Kentucky, Lex- 
ington, April 29-30, Sister Donna and 
Sister Teresa were the program 
members two panels. Sister Bernar- 
dine was also attendance. 


Sister Perpetua, member the Con- 
ference Religious the National Cath- 
olic Charities, was chairman panel 
their conference Milwaukee, April 


23-25. 


Reverend Mother Domitilla, Sister Cal- 
lista, and Sister Gabriel were St. Louis, 
May 15-19, for the convention the 
Catholic Hospital Association the 
United States and Canada. 


With the conclusion the scholastic 
year, the following were recipients de- 
grees higher education: Sister Barbara, 
M.S. Nursing Education, Catholic Uni- 
versity: Sister Henrietta, A.B., Villa Ma- 
donna College, Covington; Sister Andrew, 
B.S. Medical Technology, Our Lady 
Cincinnati College, Cincinnati, Ohio. 


MINNESOTA 


special meeting the National Cath- 
olic Education Association St. Louis, 
Missouri, January 7-8, was attended 
Mother Blandina, Sister Austin, 
principal Mount St. Benedict Academy, 
and Sister Aquina, school supervisor. 
The meeting was held set the new 
Sister Formation Committee the 
N.C.E.A. 

Sister Bernarda the Cathedral 
High School and Sister Basil Mount 
St. Benedict Academy attended the nine- 
teenth annual conference sponsored 
the Catholic Library Association. was 
held the College St. Catherine St. 
Paul, Minnesota. 

The Sisters Mount St. Benedict were 
hosts the first convention the Min- 
nesota Conference Catholic Hospitals 
held outside the Twin Cities, 
April 21. There were about 100 Sisters 
attendance, representing fifteen the 
twenty-nine hospitals the state. 

shrine our Lady Lourdes has 
been erected the grounds St. Vin- 
cent’s Rest Home Crookston. 


new 40-bed hospital being erected 
Browerville, Minnesota, and will 
conducted the Benedictines from 
for occupancy this fall. 


Sister Digna and Sister Bene- 
dicta, medical technologists St. Francis 
Hospital Crookston, attended re- 
fresher course Blood Banking sponsor- 
the Medical Technology Committee 
the Catholic Hospital Association 
St. Louis, Missouri, April 25-29. Sister 
Anne and Sister Pius St. Mary’s 
Hospital, Detroit Lakes, attended the con- 
densed course given the same subject 


St. Louis, May 2-3. 


Sisters Mount St. Benedict are teach- 
ing vacation school more than seventy 
parishes Minnesota, North Dakota, and 
Canada. 
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Sisters Mount St. Benedict will 
attending summer school sessions Al- 
verno College, Milwaukee, Wisconsin; 
Diocesan Teachers’ College, College 
St. Catherine and St. Thomas College 
St. Paul; Viterbo, LaCrosse, Wisconsin; 
Mount Marty College, Yankton, South 
Dakota; St. Teresa’s, Winona, Minnesota; 
Minnesota; 
Creighton, Omaha, Nebraska; and Mar- 
quette, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, besides 
those who will attend the summer session 
Mount St. Benedict. 

Mexican Migrant Schools are again be- 
ing conducted Moorhead and Crook- 
ston, Minnesota, with the Sisters Mount 
St. Benedict charge. 

Mother Blandina Mount St. Be- 
nedict, Crookston, and Sister Bennet, 
administrator St. Mary’s Hospital 
Detroit Lakes, Minnesota, attended the 
Annual Convention the Catholic Hos- 
pital Association, which was held St. 
Louis, May 15-19. 


ALABAMA 


Following the annual retreat the 
motherhouse, which began June the 
summer school Sacred Heart Junior 
College, Cullman, opened eight-week 
session. The student personnel includes 
both religious and seculars. 

The teacher-training courses will 
conducted: Reading Sister Dolorette, 
and Sister Angelis, 
Cleveland, Ohio; and Geography 
Sister Justin, Pittsburgh, Penn- 
sylvania. Other courses will taught 
Benedictines Sacred Heart mother- 
house and priests from St. Bernard Col- 
lege. 


Workshop for Revision the 


School Curriculum the dioceses 
Mobile-Birmingham and Atlanta-Savan- 
nah will also conducted Sacred 
Heart this summer, beginning June. 
This will under the direction the Rt. 
Rev. Msgr. Leo Byrnes, Superinten- 
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dent, and Sister Gerard, O.P., Sin- 
sinawa, Wisconsin. 

Religious attending Sacred Heart 
lege summer school represent the follow- 
ing congregations: Sisters Mercy, Sis- 
ters the Blessed Sacrament, Holy Ghost 
Sisters, Sisters Loretto, Missionary 
Servants the Blessed Trinity, and Sis- 
ters St. Joseph. 

Sister Eugenia Schmitt and Sister 
Mary Jerome Harrison have received 
scholarships the Institute Industrial 
Sociology held John Carroll Uni- 
versity, Cleveland, Ohio, beginning 
June. 

Other summer schools attended 
Sisters from Sacred Heart mother- 
house, Cullman, this year will those 
session Catholic University, Notre 
Dame, St. Louis University, Mount St. 
Scholastica College, George Peabody Col- 
lege for Teachers, and St. Bernard Col- 
lege, Cullman. 

Two parochial grade schools will 
added Sacred Heart Convent’s mission 
list next September, each which 
scheduled begin with the first four 
grades. These schools, which are just be- 
ing opened, are St. Anne’s School, Deca- 
tur, Alabama, and St. Margaret’s School, 
Birmingham, Alabama. Bishop Joseph 
Bishop Mobile-Birmingham, pastor 
St. Margaret’s Parish, which the lat- 
ter school located. 


MINNESOTA 


full report the December communi- 
workshop the spiritual and temporal 
common good held the Duluth Bene- 
dictines under the leadership the Rev. 
Louis Putz, C.S.C., will appear forth- 
coming issue the Review for Religious. 

February Sister Eucharista 
was installed sub-prioress the com- 
munity. 

During the past several months, all 
the Sisters resident the motherhouse 
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have been provided with monastic diur- 
nals that increased portion the 
Divine Office may now chanted 
English. For the first time sang 
vespers English Easter Sunday, 
thanks the kind assistance provided 
the Benedictines Fort Smith who 
kindly lent their English vespers 
copy. 

July ten postulants received the 
holy habit; July 11, twenty-one novices 
and ten scholastics pronounced their tri- 
ennial and perpetual vows respectively. 
May 14, testing program was car- 
ried out the Villa Sancta Scholastica 
for prospective postulants, who were 
also provided with spiritual reading pro- 
gram for the summer before their entrance 
into religious life. 

July July 17, workshop for the 
cooks the community will held. As- 
sisting with arrangements are Sister 
Kathleen, Sister Mariella, Sister 
Eustace and Sister Mary Patrick. 
planned bring the workshop various 
persons the food trades Duluth who 
can give the Sisters the benefit expert 
knowledge the planning and prepara- 
tion meals. 

The Rev. Bernardine Shine St. 
Meinrad’s Archabbey will give the two 
retreats for the Duluth Benedictines 
June and August and will teach summer 
school course the Pauline Epistles. 

The annual retreat for Benedictine 
prioresses will held the Villa Sancta 
Scholastica from October October 13. 
Preaching will the Rev. Godfrey 
Diekmann St. John’s Abbey, College- 
ville. workshop for novice mistresses 
will held concurrently. 

Representing the Duluth Benedictines 
the August meeting Yankton the 
Language and Literature section the 
American Benedictine Academy will 
Sister Joselyn, who will read paper. 
During the summer, two members the 
faculty the College St. Scholastica, 


Sister Kathleen and Sister Elaine, 
will abroad for travel and study 
Europe, the latter the Sorbonne. 


May 26, the first annual series 
lectures honor St. Bede was in- 
augurated the College St. Scholasti- 
ca. Sponsored friend the college, 
the first lecture was given James 
Daniel Collins, St. Louis Uni- 
versity, “The Contemporary Signi- 
ficance Kierkegaard.” The lecture series 
aims affording the student and local 
community Duluth annual learned 
address outstanding American 
scholar the field philosophy, liter- 
ature, fine arts. 

six weeks’ summer school being 
conducted the College St. Scholas- 
tica with emphasis the program for lay 
and religious elementary school teachers. 
Both general education and professional 
courses will offered. Sister Ann Ed- 
ward the dean the summer session. 

Approximately 120 Sisters will engage 
teaching children summer cateche- 
tical schools held fifty-nine parishes 
the diocese during the summer months. 

Duluth Benedictine Sisters will attend 
summer sessions St. Louis University, 
Catholic University, Marquette and 
Paul Universities. 


With the close the regular school 
session, forty Sisters made their way 
the seventeen parishes the diocese re- 
questing teachers for religious vacation 
school. Immediately after that session, 
many them enrolled summer sessions 
various colleges the vicinity. 

Five the Sisters have been invited 
the faculties these colleges during the 
summer session. Sisters Alicene and 
Mary Bride are the College St. 
Catherine, St. Paul; Sister Mary Mag- 
dalen the College St. Benedict, St. 
Joseph, Minnesota; Sister Janet Villa 
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Sancta Scholastica, Duluth, Minnesota, 
and Sister Helen Claire Viterbo Col- 
lege, Crosse. 

Reception four postulants was held 
June Pontifical High Mass cele- 
brated the Most Rev. John Trea- 
cy, 

Retreats were conducted the Rev. 
Adelbert Buscher, and the Rev. 
Conrad Louis, both from St. 
Meinrad’s Archabbey. 

During the past few months Sister 
Claire spoke the “Family Apostolate” 
the Parent Teacher Association meet- 
ings the St. Thomas More School 
Crosse, Sacred Heart School Eau 
Claire, and the Eau Claire Catholic 
Women’s Club. 

Sister Claire has likewise written 
book review Tragedy Sebara for the 
Catholic Historical Review, and Charity 
Unfeigned for the American Benedictine 
Review. 


PENNSYLVANIA 


The new St. Benedict Academy was 
finished July scheduled. Graduation 
Tea was the first function the new 
school. All equipment being moved 
during the summer months, and classes 
will begin the new building Sep- 
tember. 

The first retreat was held from June 
19. The Rev. Conrad Louis, O.S.B., 
St. Meinrad Archabbey, Indiana, con- 
ducted it. The Rev. Hugh Schuck, 
Marmion Abbey, Illinois, 
the retreat master for the second re- 
treat, August 9-15. 

Investiture, triennial 
vow ceremonies were held July with 
the Rt. Rev. Denis Strattmatter, 
Archabbot St. Vincent Archabbey, 
Latrobe, Pennsylvania, presiding. Jubilee 
days are August6and Sisters Anselm, 
Monica, and Perpetua are the golden 
jubilarians. Sisters Mary Alice, Louis, 
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Antoinette, Joanne, and Anne Marie will 
celebrate silver jubilees. 

second ceremony for the Consecra- 
tion Virgins planned for next 
November Most Rev. Edward 
McManaman, D.D., Auxiliary Bishop 
Erie, will preside this consecration, 

Sisters Theophane, Mary Michael, 
Mary Grace, and Mary Philip attended 
the National Catholic Educational Con- 
vention held Atlantic City during 
Easter week. the return trip they 
took part Safety Conference for the 
state Pennsylvania held Harrisburg. 


FERDINAND, INDIANA 


March the Rev. Alfred Baltz, 
S.B., pastor St. Mary Church, Hunting- 
burg, Indiana, blessed the cornerstone 
the new wing our hospital Hunting- 
burg. This hospital was given the 
community June, 1951, Doctor 
Stork. The addition will accommo- 
date thirty-five forty beds. 

Sister Veronica Ackerman died 
result stroke April 23. Sister 
Veronica was born June 18, 1857, and 
within two months her death would 
have celebrated her 98th birthday. The 
funeral was held the feast St. Mark 
after the chanting the Office the 
Dead and Solemn Requiem Mass. 

Retreat for the postulants was con- 
ducted the Rev. Rudolph Sudling, 
S.B., St. Meinrad Archabbey, from 
May May 30. 

May 31, Feast the Queenship 
Mary, eighteen postulants were invested 
the Benedictine habit. His Excellency, 
the Most Rev. Henry Grimmelsman, 
Bishop Evansville, officiated. 

Rev. Mother Clarissa, Sister Mary 
James, and Sister Mary Janet attended 
the Convention the Fortieth Anniversa- 
Catholic Hospital Association St. 
Louis, May 16-19. 

The Rev. Placidus Kempf, 
Novice Master the Archabbey, St. 
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Meinrad, Indiana, will conduct the re- 
treat for the twenty-three novices who 
are pronounce their triennial vows 
June 13. 

fulfilling the mandate the Most 
Rev. Henry Grimmelsman, Bishop 
Evansville, establish the Confraternity 
Christian Doctrine the parishes 
this diocese, Rev. Mother Clarissa opened 
Religion Centers for adult classes 
Catechetics Holy Trinity and St. 
Mary’s parishes, Evansville; St. Joseph, 
Jasper; St. Mary, Huntingburg; Sacred 
Heart, Vincennes; Sacred Heart, Schnell- 
ville; and the Academy Immaculate 
Conception, Ferdinand, Indiana. The 
instructors for these courses were Sisters 
Florence, Mary Charlotte, Mary Ethel, 
Mary Benedict, and Wilma. date 
some 337 adults have completed the 
course. About fifty Sisters, along with 
Lay Catechists, are now caring for the 
religious instruction nearly 1500 Cath- 
olic children public schools. 


Fort ARKANSAS 


The cause racial integration was 
furthered St. Scholastica this spring 
when the Academy included among its 
graduating class Catholic Negro, Shirley 
Williams Fort Smith. This the first 
time class high-school graduates 
the diocese Little Rock has consisted 
both Negro and white girls. 

The month May witnessed special 
celebrations two the community’s 
May the new wing 
St. Mary’s Hospital, Dermott, Arkansas, 
was blessed the Most Rev. Albert 
Fletcher. Located predominantly 
Protestant area, St. Mary’s has served 
wide section Southeast Arkansas since 
1940. St. Joseph’s Hospital, Boonville, 
Missouri, observed May 21-22 the 
fiftieth anniversary its establishment. 
His Excellency, the Most Rev. Edwin 
Kansas City, Missouri, 
offered Solemn Pontifical Mass May 


21. May 22, which was devoted 
civic celebration, the program included 
among its speakers the Rev. John 
Flanagan, S.J., executive director the 
Catholic Hospital Association, and the 
Hon. James Blair, lieutenant governor 
Missouri. 

Summer courses the motherhouse 
will begin June Three visiting Bene- 
dictines will among the number col- 
lege teachers. The Rev. Giles Zaramella, 
O.S.B., vice-rector the Major Seminary, 
Conception, Missouri, will teach logic and 
deliver series lectures Benedictine 
spirituality. The Rev. Michael Marx, 
O.S.B., St. John’s, Collegeville, Min- 
nesota, will teach two classes sacra- 
mental theology. College English will 
taught Sister Mary Pierre, St. Scho- 
lastica Convent, Atchison, Kansas. 


Missouri 
The held New Year’s 


Eve was attended more than 350 men, 
among whom were seventeen Knights 
Columbus regalia, one Knight the 
Holy Sepulchre, and five Knights St. 
Gregory. Archbishop Edwin O’Hara, 
who presided, gave address the 
Sacrament Baptism and led the re- 
newal baptismal promises its close. 
Benediction was given the juncture 
the old year and the new. 

average 330 high school students 
attend the Friday afternoon Sacred Heart 
Conversion Hour each week. The Con- 
version Holy Hour for adults held the 
evening the same day each week also 
well attended, and many remarkable con- 
versions have been reported. 

The Rev. Hugh Farrington, O.S.B., 
chaplain, has organized the Oblates 
the city and conducts class the 
Liturgy, with explanation the Sun- 
day Mass, every Saturday. Usually 
about eighty-five Oblates attend. 
Oblate Holy Hour scheduled for the 
third Saturday each month. 
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Within the first four months the 
year, seventy Holy Masses, addition 
the daily Conventual Mass, had been 
offered the chapel, priests passing 
through the city. 

Solemn High Mass celebrated all 
the more important feasts the year, 
since January. Daily High Mass has 
been the privilege the community since 
its inception. 

The laity were permitted participate 
the Easter Vigil, which began p.m., 
Holy Saturday. 


Minot, 


During the month March the walls 
our chapel received their first covering 
paint. the sanctuary the carved 
crucifix was remounted, dossal red 
velvet was hung and tester was erected 
above the altar. 

This year was the first time the his- 
tory our community that had 
Solemn High Mass our convent chapel 
the feasts St. Scholastica and St. 
Benedict. 

Sister Benigna and Sister Monica at- 
tended the Catholic and State Hospital 
Convention held Minot, April 24-27. 

For the Diocesan Vocation Day, held 
Bismarck, May 19, the Sisters very 
skillfully worked out scene depicting 
the history and activities our com- 
munity since its foundation 1916. The 
project was displayed vocational ex- 
hibit Bismarck, together with the pro- 
jects the other various communities 
Sisters doing work the diocese. 

Our Sisters conducted religious vaca- 
tion schools during the month June 
twenty-seven parishes the diocese. 

Our chaplain, the Rev. Luke Koller, 
O.S.B., will teach course, Commentary 
the Gospels, the Sisters during the 
summer. 

Members the community will attend 
summer session the following colleges: 
Minot State Teachers College; St. Tho- 
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mas College and the Diocesan Teachers 
College, St. Paul, Minnesota; St. John’s 
University, Collegeville, 
Mount Marty College, Yankton, South 
Dakota and Creighton University, Oma- 
ha, Nebraska. 


Mr. 


Scheduled for the summer session 
Mt. Angel Women’s College, June 
29, are courses school law, history, 
school music, elementary school library, 
instructional aids, and sociology. 

The theological faculty Mt. Angel 
Seminary will also offer the first series 
theology courses designed especially for 
teaching Sisters during the session. 

The theology instructor for this sum- 
mer the Rev. Matthias Burger, 
Father Matthias received his B.A. with 
minor philosophy from Mt. Angel 
Seminary, his S.T.L. from the Catholic 
University America, and his S.S.L. 
from the Pontifical Biblical Institute 
Rome. 

The present plan, according the 
Right Rev. Damian Jentges, O.S.B., 
Abbot Mt. Angel, continue the 
theology course the following sequence: 
Sacred Scripture, Dogmatic Theology, 
Moral Theology, and Church History and 
Liturgical Law. 

Two laywomen’s retreats are again be- 
ing conducted Convent Queen Angels, 
Mt. Angel, Oregon, this summer. They 
are scheduled for June 12, and 
August The Rev. Martin Doher- 
ty, pastor the Albany parish and author 
The House Humility Street, will con- 
duct both retreats. 


large number who attended the New 
Year’s Eve Holy Hour from 12, kept 
neighboring parish groups the 
Adoration Chapel, gave evidence the 
sincerity and earnestness their faith. 
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New equipment the Altar Bread De- 
partment expedited the ever-increasing 
orders that were received during Lent. 
Besides the regular weekly orders, from 
fifteen twenty thousand extra were 
ordered almost daily. 

The all-night vigil kept Holy Thurs- 
day the laity was remarkable for the 
number attendance each hour. 
the o’clock Holy Hour, the Chapel 
was filled overflowing. Many the 
laity also were present for the Tre-Ore 
services Good Friday. 

The Sisters cooperated vocation 
project displaying the habits various 
Sisteroods, with little talk their life 
and work, given girls chosen repre- 
sent the communities the city. 

The Most Rev. Bishop Fulton Sheen 
honored the community brief visit 
May 18, and spoke some length 
the Mission Apostolate and the Apostolate 
Prayer. 


Governor Stratton has appointed 
Mother Ricarda serve the 
committee the Pre-White House Con- 
ference organized study the problems 
and the progress the present school 
system the various states. Mother 
Ricarda represents the parochial schools 
Illinois. The committee members at- 
tend meetings Springfield, Illinois, 
preparation for the general conference 
held Washington, D.C., November 

St. Mary’s began new era the his- 
tory the Community when the Sisters 
took possession the new Priory 
May Previous the Sisters’ occupa- 
tion the building, open house was held 
for the many relatives and friends whose 
contributions made the new Priory pos- 
Decoration the chapel not 
yet complete. The Solemn Dedication 
will probably take place early fall. 
hope that many our Benedictine 


friends who can will attend. Notice 
the exact date will sent each 
motherhouse. 

For the past eight years, retreats for 
laywomen have been held our Priory. 
This year from June 26-29, the Most Rev. 
William Cousins, Bishop Peoria, 
will conduct retreat for the officials 
the N.C.C.W. other retreats will 
held during the course the summer. 
Our new chapel will enable these women 
share more fully our liturgical life 
participation some the Hours the 
Divine Office. chant the Office 
English. The vernacular will the key 
that will unlock for them the hitherto un- 
that the years come, not only our 
summer retreatants, but also our guests 
and the people Nauvoo will join 
singing God’s praises. Thus, shall 
exert the people the diocese the 
spiritual influence that expected 
Benedictine community. 


NEBRASKA 


January saw happy addition the 
novitiate three postulants received the 
novice’s white veil. They were Sister 
Mary Marita, Sister Mary Ann, and Sis- 
ter Mary Frances. They had arrived 
here from the Motherhouse Tutzing, 
Bavaria, postulants almost year ago, 
and will pursue their higher studies here 
the United States for their life Mis- 
sionary Sisters. 

Sister Amantia and Sister Or- 
trude attended classes Mount Marty 
College, Yankton, South Dakota, during 
the second semester. 

Five Sisters joined group sixty- 
three Omaha, Nebraska, who became 
American citizens January 26. The 
newly-made citizens are Sister Centa, 
now stationed St. Mary’s School, 
Wayne, Nebraska; Sister Regiswinda, 
St. John Berchmans School, Raeville; 
Sister Polycarpa, Sister Gilberta, 
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and Sister Richildis, all Immaculata 
Convent, Norfolk. 

The use the new Ritual with its 
generous use the vernacular brought 
new meaning and enthusiasm the last few 
months the various blessings. Its use 
especially appreciated the hospital 
among the patients for Communion for 
the Sick and Extreme Unction. 


February 28, the Right Rev.Stephen 
Schappler, O.S.B., Conception Abbey 
stopped for short but delightful visit. 


March the Convent was honored 
the visit the Most Rev. Bishop- 
Abbot Eberhard Spies Peramiho, 
Africa. Bishop Spies gave the Sisters 
interesting and instructive insight into 
the African mission life around Peramiho 
where good number our Sisters are 
stationed. The Bishop related that 
present sixty per cent the population 
Catholic. And, said that enough 
Sisters, together with Fathers and Brothers 
can sent Africa, very probable 
that Africa will conquered Cathol- 
icism yet within this generation. Bishop 
Spies wanted take Sisters along, 
especially Tutor” for instruction 
mid-wifery. way the mortality 
rate infants, which present about 
sixty per cent, could lessened. also 
mentioned very interesting point his 
work among the natives. doing his 
utmost educate the native girls beyond 
the grades, hopes thereby bring the 
standards family life Africa 
higher level. 

Contracts were let April and excava- 
tion was begun May for the construc- 
tion new academy Norfolk. The 
new girls’ school erected Koenig- 
stein Avenue between 15th and 16th 
Streets, will known Assumption 
Academy. While will primarily 
boarding school for girls, also will ac- 
commodate day students when com- 
pleted. 


Page Fifty-eight 


PENNSYLVANIA 


The annual Day Recollection for 
Oblates St. Benedict was conducted 
the Motherhouse under the direction 
Rev. Giles Nealen, O.S.B., St. Vin- 
cent’s Archabbey. One hundred and 
seventy Oblates were present for the en- 
tire day. Sunday, April 17, twenty 
Oblate novices made their and 
thirty new members 
Seventy-five seniors from the Academy 
made their oblation and 100 juniors were 
received impressive ceremony dur- 
ing High Mass the feast St. Bene- 
dict, March 21. Rev. Ulric Thaner, 
S.B., St. Vincent’s Archabbey, officiated 
both ceremonies. 


Sister Antoinette, principal the 
Academy, and Sister Bernarda, Super- 
visor Schools, attended the N.C.E.A. 
Convention Atlantic City, April 
15. 


Sister Camilla, art instructor the 
Academy, executed series sketches 
for the Very Rev. Msgr. Thomas Quigley, 
Superintendent Catholic Schools 
the Pittsburgh diocese and President 
the National Catholic Music Educators 
Association, for distribution the N.C. 
E.A. convention Atlantic City and the 
National Music Convention held Cov- 
ington. 

Sister Mary Grace, English teacher 
St. Benedict’s Academy, appeared TV, 
Station WQED, with four her English 
students and gave literary presentation 
“Emily Dickinson and Her Poetry” 
part series American literature 
classes conducted the Diocesan 
Department. 

May Sister Irmina, sister the 
late Abbot Vincent Huber, O.S.B., Peru, 
Illinois, and sister the former prioress, 
the late Mother Theresa, died her 
92nd year. This was the second the 
nonagenarians the community enter 
eternity within the year, Sister Juliana 
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Mitsch, died her 91st year Novem- 
ber 19, 1954. 

Sister Mary Damian has been elected 
the position recording secretary 
the Diocesan Mathematics and Science 
Association. 

Extension classes from Duquesne Uni- 
versity were conducted the Mother- 
house for the postulants, scholastics, and 
young professed Sisters. Sister Louise 
conducted classes English literature; 
Sister Bernarda, Language Arts and 
Speech; and Sister Regina, Latin. 
class Audio-Visual Aids was conducted 
Sister Mary Damian. 


MINNESOTA 


Sister Imelda Deguchi and Sister Rena- 
Mori the Convent St. Benedict, 
St. Joseph, Minnesota, received the mis- 
sionary cross from the Most Rev. Peter 
Bartholome, D.D., Bishop St. 
Cloud, February 10, February 
they flew their mother-country Japan 
join the four other Benedictine Sisters 
from their convent engaged missionary 
work there. 1951 the Sisters came 
from Japan St. Benedict’s, where they 
spent their postulancy and their novitiate 
and made first vows. Returning 
Japan work with their own people 
the fulfillment hope they cherished 
since becoming Benedictines. 

Two more groups Sisters were 
privileged become consecrated virgins, 
Easter Monday and Low Sunday. 
The Rt. Rev. Baldwin Dworschak, O.S. 
B., Abbot St. John’s Abbey, College- 
officiated the ceremonies. 
July 17, the Most Rev. Francis Schenk, 
D.D., Bishop Crookston, will officiate 
another consecration ceremony, and 
August the Most Rev. Paul Leonard 
Haggerty, O.S.B., D.D., Bishop the 
Bahama Islands, will officiate still 
another. 

The Sisters St. Benedict, St. Joseph, 
Minnesota, will staff two new elementary 


schools the Diocese St. Cloud 
September this year. These schools 
are St. Martin and Duelm. 

Ground was broken for Mary Hall, new 
college residence, the College St. 
Benedict, St. Joseph, Minnesota, 
April April His Excellency, 
the Most Rev. Peter Bartholome, 
D.D., Bishop St. Cloud, officiated 
the ceremony the blessing and laying 
the cornerstone Mary Hall. The 
event was planned coincide with the 
week-end alumnae homecoming. 

August four Sisters will cele- 
brate their diamond jubilees and seven 
their golden jubilees. The former include 
Sister Sabina Genelin, Sister Amanda 
Muggli, Sister Eustella Schneider and 
Sister Marciana Horn. Golden jubilari- 
ans are Sister Liliosa Lang, Sister Huber- 
tine Kingen, Sister Alice Bussen, Sister 
Adeline Terhaar, Sister Honoria Walz, 
Sister Petra Mayer and Sister Rosaline 
Patsch. 

Sister Inez Hilger, the Convent 
St. Benedict, St. Joseph, Minnesota, 
spending six months Spain, where she 
giving series lectures the anthro- 
pology the South American Indian. 
Invited the hierarchy Spain, Sister 
Inez accompanied her sister, Sister 
Marie Hilger, also St. Benedict’s. 


During the first part the year the in- 
terior the chapel St. Martin Stur- 
gis was painted and redecorated. The 
work was done Mr. Sandburg from 
Aberdeen, South Dakota. 

Mother Romaine attended the cere- 
mony the Consecration Virgins 
which was held the Convent St. 
Benedict, St. Joseph, Minnesota, Low 
Sunday, April 17. 

April 18, Sister Benedict went 
Huron attend the officers’ meeting 
the State Catholic Hospital Association 
plan for the fall meeting. Sister 
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Benedict treasurer the organization. 
She was accompanied Sister Eliza- 
beth and Sister Winifred who went 
the mid-year convention the South 
Dakota State Hospital Association, April 
and 19. 

Sister Edith, Religious Superior, 
and Sister Elizabeth, Hospital Ad- 
ministrator, went Chicago attend 
conference Hospital Administrators 
under the auspices the American Hos- 
pital Association, the week March 20. 

The drive for Our Lady Lourdes 
Hot Springs was very successful. 
entirely new furnace has been installed, 
much new equipment has been purchased, 
and many the rooms have been provid- 
with new furniture. This has all been 


made possible the drive. 

Sister Marmion attended refresher 
course for Medical Technologists engaged 
Blood Bank work under the auspices 
the Catholic Hospital Association 
St. Louis April course was 


help those preparing take the na- 
tional examination for the accreditation 
the Blood Banks which they are 
employed. 

April 30, Sister Alcuin left for 
St. Louis attend the biennial conven- 
tion the National League for Nursing 
May Sister Winifred, Record 
Librarian, left May for the Annual 
Convention the Catholic Hospital Asso- 
ciation, May St. Louis. She 
was accompanied Sister Imogene, 
Administrator Our Lady Lourdes 
Hospital, Hot Springs, South Dakota. 

Sister Margaret Mary, who doing 
graduate work the St. Louis University 
and who will receive her master’s degree 
Nursing Education June 1955, at- 
tended the Conference Catholic Schools 
Nursing representative St. John’s 
McNamara School Nursing May 
15. 

Sister Loyola, who the nurse and 
technologist the clinical laboratories, 
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and Sister Marmion the Blood Bank 
went Denver, Colorado, attend 
post-graduate course medical tech- 
nology the week March 19. The 
same week, Sister Benedict, Director 
Nursing Service, and Sister Alcuin, 
Director the School Nursing, attend- 
meeting the Directors Schools 
Nursing and Faculty Members arrang- 
every year the State Board Nurse 
Examiners, held St. Mary’s Hospital, 
Pierre, South Dakota. March 18, al- 
Pierre, St. Mary’s was Officers’ 
Workshop sponsored the State Nurses’ 
Association. Sister Alcuin presi- 
dent District One Sister 
Benedict vice-president and Sister 
Gemma the board directors, 


Sr. Marys, 
County, PENNSYLVANIA 


Our old chapel, which had not been 
use except for storage during the past 
twenty years, has been repaired and once 
again presents very beautiful appear- 
ance. will make ideal convent 
library since our present library much 
too small. 

March our Sister Perpetua 
Hoffman was called her eternal reward 
after several months patient suffering 
from ailment that the doctors could 
not completely diagnose. Sister was 
years age and had taught our 
parochial schools for the past forty years. 

Monday, April 11, reception and pro- 
fession took place the convent chapel. 
Five postulants were clothed the holy 
habit St. Benedict and two Sisters 
made perpetual vows. The Rt. Rev. 
Msgr. Murphy Ridgway, Pennsylvania, 
presided these ceremonies. The Rev. 
Wolfgang Frey, O.S.B., offered the Mass 
and preached impressive sermon. 

Sisters Rose, Anita and Victoria attend- 
the National Thespian Conference held 
April Greenville, Pennsylvania. 

attendance the meeting the 
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National Catholic Education Association 
held Atlantic City, New Jersey, April 
15, were Sisters Benedict and Thecla. 

Friday, May Sisters Genevieve 
and Mary Bernard represented our Com- 
munity Biology Conference held 
State College, Pennsylvania. 

refresher course for Sisters who are 
X-ray Technicians was conducted Mr. 
Morgan, Pittsburgh, Pennsyl- 
vania, May 13. Our Sister 
Agatha took advantage this opportuni- 
aid her work our hospital. 

Sisters Anne and Paula, R.N., went 
St. Louis, Missouri, May 19, at- 
tend meeting the Catholic Hospital 
Association. 


San CALIFORNIA 


March marked the first anniversary 
the opening the Sanctuary St. 
Pius San Diego. The fruits 
Eucharistic devotion that short period 
have been truly remarkable. There are 
now twenty organized groups who keep 
regular Holy Hours, besides many in- 
dividuals who privately. 

March the first enrollment cere- 
mony was held for those who had made 
regular Adoration hours since the open- 
ing. The Most Rev. Charles Buddy 
presided and declared that was “amaz- 
beyond measure” when eighty-three 
man and ninety-five women, some 
whom have kept daily Holy Hours, pre- 
sented themselves for the Eucharistic 
Emblem. 

With the exception the neighboring 
parish, the Chapel St. Pius was the 
only place San Diego where the Vigil 
Service was celebrated Holy Saturday 
night. 

May the first Oblate Novice was 
received San Diego. 


Tucson, 


new Exposition Altar Italian 
marble, with baldachin the Spanish 


Renaissance style, was installed the 
Adoration Chapel Christ the King dur- 
ing the latter part January. The first 
Holy Mass, Solemn High Mass, was 
offered the Feast St. Scholas- 
tica, February 10. 

March 21, feast St. Benedict, brought 
the gratifying fulfillment long cherish- 
hope when Christ the King Chapel was 
solemnly consecrated the Most Rev. 
Daniel Gercke, Bishop Tucson. 
the feast the Annunciation, the Most 
Rev. Francis Green, Auxiliary Bishop 
Tucson, celebrated Pontifical High Mass 
the newly consecrated chapel. 

March and were given over 
Days Recollection for the boys Sal- 
pointe High School, the exercises being 
conducted the Rev. Owen Salva, 
O.F.M., much-loved retreat master and 
preacher from Phoenix, Arizona. Some 
two hundred and twenty-five boys at- 
tended. 

April Day Recollection was 
conducted the Sisters’ chaplain, the 
Rev. John Burns, for club Spanish 
girls, with twenty-five attendance. 

April Bishop Gercke officiated 
the enrollment Knights and Sen- 
tinels who keep nocturnal day hours 
adoration regularly the Adoration 
Chapel. this occasion, sixty-eight 
men (nocturnal adorers) and forty-one 
women (Sentinels who keep hours 
adoration during the day) received 
Eucharistic emblem token year’s 
fidelity. the same occasion, fidelity 
badges were awarded eighty-one men 
who have persevered their regular noc- 
turnal Holy Hours for various periods 
years; among them were three who have 
kept the Nocturnal Adoration for the past 
fifteen years. Thirty-six Sentinels also 
received fidelity awards. 

During 1954, over 20,000 books were 
lent Christ the King Free Circulation 
Library. The library now has over 8,000 
volumes. Bishop Gercke, visit 
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the library, expressed his appreciation 
the great amount good that done 
through the library not only among Cath- 
olics but among non-Catholics who avail 
themselves its facilities. 


Abbot Eberhard Spies, the 
Abbey the Most Holy Saviour, 
Peramiho, the East African coast, 
offered Holy Mass the Bishop Marty 
Memorial chapel Sunday, March 13. 
his sermon, Abbot Spies, who also 
Bishop 160,000 Catholics, spoke 
the missionary work Africa. 

Annual retreat for small number 
Sisters from the various hospitals and the 
motherhouse was conducted April 
the Rt. Rev. Gilbert Hess, Abbot 
Blue Cloud Abbey. 

Sister Rhabana, oldest member 
Sacred Heart Convent, died May 
the age 97. native Latrobe, 
Pennsylvania, Sister Rhabana entered the 
community 1881. Her entire missi- 
onary life was spent various Indian 
missions, chiefly the one Fort Yates, 
North Dakota. sister, Sister Vin- 
cent, also the Yankton community, 
died three years ago the age 99. 

Sister Laurina will graduate from 
the Catholic University June with 
doctorate education; Sister Brian, 
from the St. Louis University with doc- 
torate sociology. completing her 
graduate studies St. Mary’s College, 
South Bend, Indiana, Sister Wilma, 
who working toward Ph.D. theol- 
ogy. Continuing her work this summer 
toward doctorate English the St. 
Louis University Sister Eileen. 
large number the Sisters will doing 
post-graduate and graduate work this 
summer the following places: Uni- 
versity South Dakota; University 
Nebraska; Creighton University; North- 


Page Sixty-two 


ern State Teachers College, Aberdeen; 
and St. Louis University. 

The beginning summer finds Whitby 
Hall, new residence unit for Mount Marty 
College, completed. The construction 
work Marian Auditorium continues far 
ahead schedule, that the entire pro- 
ject will completed early fall. 
Moller pipe organ, from Hagerstown, 
Maryland, being assembled for installa- 
tion the auditorium, and stage draperies, 
lights, and counter-weight system are 
being designed Omaha studio. 

Pentecost Sunday, two newly or- 
dained Benedictine priests, Fathers Al- 
phonse and Marian Sitzmann, Concep- 
tion Abbey, celebrated their First Masses 
the Bishop Marty Memorial Chapel. 
Among the large crowd which attended 
the First Masses and the reception were 
the parents and sisters the Sitzmann 
priests, seven whom are religious or- 
ders. Sister Rosalie and Faith are 
members Sacred Heart Convent, Yank- 
ton, and there are three Servites and two 
Dominicans the family. two mar- 
ried girls are alumnae Mount Marty 
College. 

Mount Marty College was host the 
diocesan clergy during two retreats 
June. The clergy retreats were conduct- 
the Rev. Godfrey O.S. 
B., St. John’s Abbey. 

Conducting the three summer retreats 
for Sisters during the month June was 
the Rev. Giles Zaramella, O.S.B., Con- 
ception Abbey. 

Sisters Alban and Jeanette, the 
Mount Marty faculty, both appeared 
speakers national conventions June. 
Sister Alban was program chairman and 
discussion leader the National Cath- 
olic Home Economics convention Min- 
neapolis. Sister Jeanette was critic judge 
for one the dramatic productions given 
the Catholic Theatre Convention 
Notre Dame. 
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With the beginning 1955, the com- 
munity Mount St. Scholastica establish- 
the custom daily High Mass. This 
development was fruit the Marian 
Year observance, which included High 
Mass every Saturday and every eighth 
day the month, well all feasts 
Our Lady. 

Sister Mary Austin Schirmer and Sister 
DePazzi Mispagel represented the com- 
munity the midwest regional meeting 
the Sister-Formation Conference, held 
St. Louis University, January 7-8. 
This conference sponsored the Col- 
lege and University Department the 
National Catholic Educational Associ- 
ation. 

The Forty Hours Devotion was ob- 
served the St. Scholastica Chapel, 
January 14-16. The Rev. Francis Bro- 
derick, O.S.B., was celebrant the open- 
ing Mass, with the Rev. Marcellus Rot- 
tinghaus, O.S.B., deacon, and the Rev. 
David Kinish, O.S.B., subdeacon. 


Sister Celine Goodwin left Mount St. 
Scholastica College and Academy facul- 
ties January, when she was appointed 
West Covina, California. 


The Rev. David Kinish, O.S.B., offici- 
ated the reception ceremony for ten 
postulants February The new 
novices are Sister Trinitas (Alphonsina 
Miles), Sister Mary Carmel (Gerva Sun- 
neberg), Sister Mary Susan (Lorraine 
Kros), Sister Jeannine (Jeannine Die- 
drich), Sister Mary Dolora (Jeanne 
Green), Sister Mary Gerald (Rita Clare 
Judge), Sister Danella (Rose Ann 
McGinn), Sister Mary Edmund (Pauline 
Caraher), Sister Lois (Sandra Skinner), 
Sister Muriel (Muriel Bonine). 


Chronicle 


February Sister Audrey Aaron 
reviewed Gouzenko’s the Titan 
the Donnelly College Book Review Series. 
Other Sisters who contributed the 
series were Sister Jerome Keeler, Sister 
Faith Schuster, Sister Hildegarde Mar- 
shall, and Sister Kathleen Brazzel. 


The Most Rev. Edward Hunkeler, 
Archbishop Kansas City Kansas, 
celebrated Pontifical High Mass for the 
community and students the feast 
St. Scholastica, February 10. Assisting 
the Archbishop were the Rev. David 
Kinish, O.S.B., assistant priest; the Rev. 
Marcellus Rottinghaus, O.S.B., deacon; 
the Rev. Gabriel Eckart, O.S.B., sub- 
deacon; the Very Rev. Msgr. John Hor- 
vat, first master ceremonies; the Rev. 
Brian Kelly, O.S.B., second master 
ceremonies; the Rev. Herman Fangman, 
O.S.B., and the Rev. Bartholomew Da- 
cek, O.S.B., deacons honor; and Frater 
Matthias Schmidt, metropolitan 
cross bearer. 


Accompanied Mother Paula St. 
Joseph Convent, Guthrie, Oklahoma, 
Mother Alfred made official visitation 
the communities the Congregation 
St. Scholastica Alabama and Louisiana 
during the week February 13. 

official visitation took Mother Al- 
fred Elizabeth, New Jersey; Ridgely, 
Maryland; Bristow, Virginia; and some 
the missions dependent these com- 
munities, March 9-19. She was accom- 
panied Mother Laura the Convent 
St. Scholastica, Chicago. 

Named member the Problems and 
Plans Committee the National Cath- 
olic Educational Association, SisterJerome 
Keeler was Washington, D.C., March 
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10-11. Sister Jerome was appointed 
this post meeting the Executive 
Board February 10, for term three 
years. 

Solemn High Mass marked the feast 
St. Benedict March Mount 
St. Scholastica. 


Sister Imogene Baker and Sister Mary 
Cyril Busenbarrick were Chicago, 
March 20-25, for series meetings. 
These included the North Central Associ- 
ation, the Midwest Unit the NCEA, 
and meeting the Chicago Chapter 
Mount St. Scholastica Alumnae. 

Accompanying student delegation 
the state convention the Kansas Home 
Economics Association, held Hutchin- 
son, March 25-26, were Sister Romana 
Farrell and Sister Patricia Ann Donegan. 
Sister Romana one three state ad- 
visers the association. 

meeting Kansas Catholic Col- 
leges Dodge City, Kansas, March 28, 
Sister Mary Cyril Busenbarrick was re- 
elected secretary the association. 


Holy Week and Easter observance 
the community followed the traditional 
pattern, except that the Pontifical High 
Mass celebrated Abbot Cuthbert 
Good Friday was held the St. Scholas- 
tica Chapel. Since the Blessed Sacra- 
ment had been reserved the Repository 
the Choir Chapel, the procession from 
the one chapel the other before the 
Mass the Presanctified was most im- 
pressive. 

chapter April 15, Mother 
fred announced that the community 
would staff new school the Arch- 
diocese Kansas City Kansas, the 
Pius School Kansas City. 

Sister Mary Austin Schirmer and Sis- 
ter Jerome Keeler represented Mount St. 
Scholastica and Donnelly colleges the 
annual meeting the NCEA Atlantic 
City during Easter week. Sister Jerome 
spoke special session the newly 
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formed Commission Adult 

Mount St. Scholastica was host the 
Deanery Music Day April 27. The 
Mass, sung the children, was held 
St. Benedict’s Church, with the after- 
noon program the Mount. events 
were closed with Benediction the St. 
Scholastica Chapel. 

business trip took Mother Alfred 
Colorado early May, which time she 
visited the missions that area. 

the Symposium the Health 
Religious, sponsored the Catholic Hos- 
pital Association St. Louis, Missouri, 
May 19, Sister Mary Austin Schirmer and 
Sister Clarita McGarity 
Mount St. Scholastica. 

Sister Dunstan Delehant, head the 
philosophy department Mount St. 
Scholastica College, has been named asso- 
ciate editor The New Scholasticism. 


The annual community retreat was con- 
ducted the Right Rev. Cuthbert 
Goeb, Abbot Assumption Ab- 


bey, Richardton, North Dakota, June 1-7. 


Sister Jerome Keeler and Sister Mary 
Cyril Busenbarrick participated 
Workshop Fund-raising for Catholic 
Institutions, sponsored the College 
St. Joseph, Collegeville, Indiana, June. 

Participating 
Measurement Seminar Saint Mary 
College, Xavier, Kansas, June 9-11, were 
Kramer, Sister Joan 
Apel, Sister Felicitas Banks, Sister Jeanne 
Marie Blacet, and Sister Mary Austin 
Schirmer. 

June eight postulants entered 
the novitiate. were Margaret Nan- 
neman, Salisbury, Missouri; Patricia 
Buhler, Maryville, Missouri; Judith 
Sansone, Mary Ann Peterson and Ceci-, 
lia Meyers, Kansas City, Missouri; Susan 
Martinez, Ottawa, Kansas; Vera Medina, 
Jara, Colorado; and Mary Beth 
haus, Seneca, Kansas. 

Thirty-six Sisters had the privilege 
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Consecration June 12, when the Right 
Rev. Cuthbert McDonald, O.S.B., cele- 
brated pontifical High Mass the St. 
Scholastica Chapel and presided the 
traditional ceremonies. This group com- 
pleted the number Sisters eligible for 
the privilege this time. Abbot Cuth- 
bert was assisted the Rev. David 
Kinish, O.S.B., assistant priest; the Rev. 
Brian Kelly, O.S.B., deacon; the Rev. 
Herman Fangman, subdeacon; 
Frater Owen Purcell, O.S.B., and Frater 
Matthias Meagher, O.S.B., deacons 
honor; the Rev. Francis Broderick, O.S. 
and Frater Mark Bauman, 
masters ceremonies. 


Sister Dunstan Delehant attended 
Workshop the Teaching Philosophy 
Marquette University, Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin, June 13-16. 


The Feast the Sacred Heart was 
celebrated with special solemnity, June 
17, with the conventual Mass being sung 
Golden Jubilarian Father Felix Nolte, 
Community observance this 
occasion was due one who has devoted 
nearly thirty years priestly service 
the Sisters Mount St. Scholastica. 


Community Catechetical Day was ob- 
served June 24-25, with the theme desig- 
nated “Catholic Action from the 
Cradle the Grave.” Sister Ethelburg 
Leuschen, moderator the Confraterni- 
Christian Doctrine the Mount 
and member the regional Sisters and 
Brothers’ Committee, directed the pro- 
gram. Mother Alfred Schroll gave the 
opening address and dedication. Guests 
who participated the program were 
Miss Bette Moslander, Ph.D., Kansas 
City, Missouri; the Rev. Leo Cooper, 
Holton, Kansas; the Rev. Roger Rumery, 
St. Benedict’s Abbey; the Rev. 
Wietharn, Mercier, Kansas, Arch- 
diocesan Director CCD; Miss Marlene 
Merten, student Mount St. Scholastica 
College, and Mr. William White the 


Catechetical Guild. 

Full community participation was led 
panel chairmen Sister Mary Charles. 
Walsh, Sister Luca Lager, Sister 
garde Marshall, Sister Faith Schuster, 
who keynoted the Benedictine contribu- 
tions, and Sister Romana Farrell, who 
was chairman the general session. 
Reports the year’s were 
given Sister Mary Felix Schaefer, 
“Community 
Sister Francita Marnell, “The Religious 
Vacation Schools 1955”; Sister Sophie 
Glenski, Pueblo Diocese CCD Pro- 
gram”; Miss Marlene Merten, “Mount 
Keeler, College Methods 


Course.” 


Moderators, chairmen, and recorders 
for the several elementary-school sessions 
were Sister Mary Austin Schirmer, Sister 
Immaculata Kramer, Sister Mary Grego- 
Walsh, Sister Fabiola Burns, Sister 
Pauline Vey, Sister Mary Dennis Peters, 
Sister Margaret Bealmear, Sister Mary 
Matthew Nowacek, Sister Mary Harold 
Smith, Sister Nicole Engler, Sister Noreen 
Heiney, Sister Mary Brian Walsh. 


Sister speakers the high-school and 
college section included Sister Dunstan 
Delehant, Sister Scholastica Schuster, 
Sister Malachy Kennedy, Sister Terrance 
Minton, Sister Agnes Haganey, Sister 
Audrey Aaron, and Sister Brigida O’Con- 
nor. 


Those assisting with exhibits and other 
arrangements were Sister Andrea Rodgers, 
Sister Clarissa Borden, Sister Irmaline 
Higgins, Sister Marguerite Richmeier, 
Sister Mary Julian O’Neill, Sister Philo- 
mena Glotzbach, Sister Digna Krenner, 
Sister DeChantal Erpelding, Sister Wil- 
freda Wankum, Sister Theodore Bunck, 
Sister Hilda Gregory, Sister Florence 
Feeney, Sister Jane Frances 
Sister Mary Charles Walsh, Sister Dolori- 
Hofer, Sister Thaddeus Scheuren, 
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Sister Euthalia Wernsman, Sister Chry- 
sostom Koppes, Sister Sylvester Coffey, 
Sister Leander Cogan, Sister Eunice 
Roeder, Sister Maxine Zeller, Sister Duns- 
tan Delehant, Sister Mary Cyril Busen- 
barrick, and Sister Michaeline Putthoff. 


the call the Most Rev. Edwin 
O’Hara, Archbishop Kansas City, 
Missouri, five Benedictine Sisters 
Mount St. Scholastica are engaged 
teaching remedial classes centers es- 
tablished the city. They are Sister 
Macrina Straub, Sister Rosetta Zug, 
Sister Theresita Wirth, Sister Annette 
Bechler, and Sister Placida Nordhus. 


Summer sessions elsewhere take thirty- 
six Sisters Mount St. Scholastica away 
from their vacation home. Sister Ag- 
nes Claire Schroll teaching sociology 
the Catholic University Washington, 
D.C., and Sister Pierre Cavanaugh 
teaching English St. Scholastica Con- 
vent, Fort Smith, Arkansas. 

Sister Aelred Pottinger completing 
her government research project the 
University Notre Dame, and Sister 
Theophane Reinecke and Sister Finian 
Moran are studying Notre Dame. 

Creighton University, Omaha, Ne- 
braska, are Sister Eileen McQuaid, Sister 
Corona Kaiser, Sister Mary David McFar- 
land, Sister Damian Boeding, Sister Mari- 
stelle Schmitz, Sister Emerich Klebl, Sis- 
ter Rosaria Schaefer, Sister Mary Jane 
Van Dyke, Sister Mary Donald McPhee, 
Sister Mary Pius Siemann, Sister Mauri- 
cita Schieber, and Sister Pulcheria Lager. 

Sister Helen Sullivan and Sister Celeste 
Hemmen are Kansas State Teachers 
College, Pittsburg, while Sister Margaret 
Mary Wirtz, Sister Loretta Schirmer, and 
Sister DeMontfort Knightley are Kan- 
sas State College, Manhattan. 

St. Louis University are Sister Con- 
stancea Schuetz, Sister Huberta Ander- 
son, Sister Roberta Mellinger, Sister Ger- 
vase Judge, and Sister Jeanne Marie 


Page Sixty-six 


Blacet. Sister Kieran Curry complet. 
ing work library science Rosary Col- 
lege, River Forest, Illinois. 

Sister Mary William Harrington, Sister 
Paula Howard, Sister Alice Ann Kieffe, 
and Sister Noel Walter are Catholic 
University America. Working logo- 
pedics the University Wichita are 
Sister Mary Janice Egan and Sister Mary 
Mark Eggert, while Sister Egberta Buen- 
ing and Sister Gratia Scherman have re- 
turned the Chicago Art Institute. 


More than seventy Sisters other com- 
munities are enrolled the summer 
session Mount St. Scholastica. Bene- 
dictines come from Fort Smith and Jones- 
boro, Arkansas; San Antonio, Florida; 
Cullman, Alabama; Mexico City, Mexico; 
Dominican Sisters from Great Bend, 
Kansas; Franciscan Sisters from Nevada 
and Chillicothe, Missouri; Daughters 
the Cross from Shreveport, Louisiana; 
Sisters Mercy from 
Omaha, Nebraska, and Webster 
Groves, Missouri; Ursuline Sisters from 
Paola, Kansas; Missionary Sisters Our 
Lady Mercy, Kansas City, Missouri; 
and Sisters Adorers the Most Precious 
Blood, Wichita, Kansas. 


The Center for Improvement Read- 
ing being held this summer St. Bene- 
dict’s Parish School, Atchison. The staff 
includes Sister Mary Austin Schirmer, 
Sister Immaculata Kramer, Sister Fabiola 
Burns, Sister Mary Paul Ege, Sister Al- 
berta Stack, and Sister Benet Obear, with 
Sister Anne Cawley charge the test- 
ing program. 


Among recent publications members 
the community were Sister Jerome 
Keeler’s Them Read,” Catholic 
Educational Review, January; 
Education Free Society,” 
May 28; Sister Faith Schuster’s 
Century Drama,” Historical Bulletin, 
January; “Men Against the Skyline,” 
Catholic World, April; “Philosophy Life 
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and Prose Style Thomas More’s buildings expand the housing facilities 
Richard III and Francis Bacon’s Henry for college students will soon reality 
VII,” PMLA, June; “Guardians the Mount St. Scholastica campus. 
Sister Our America, July The work the hands Maguolo and 
Long the planning stage, two new Quick, architects. 
olic 
logo- 
are 
Mary OBITUARIES 
Sister Ursula Stern, O.S.B., died Febru- various times Purcell, Baileyville, 
ary the sixty-fifth year her reli- Seneca, and Westphalia, Kansas; Panama, 
gious profession and the eighty-sixth year Portsmouth, Charter Oak, Des Moines, 
her life. Born September 1868, and Council Bluffs, Kansas City 
Argheim, Germany, she came Mount and Maryville, Missouri; and Atkinson, 
St. Scholastica Convent May 21, 1888. Nebraska, well the Motherhouse, 
She was clothed the habit October St. Benedict’s College, and Maur Hill 
15, 1888, making triennial vows the Atchison. 
end her year’s novitiate. She was per- 
petually professed Benedictine Janu- Sister Euphemia Welp, died 
ary 1893. April the eighty-ninth year 
inces Sister Ursula served teacher and her life. She had lived Benedictine 
principal the parochial schools for forty- Sister for sixty-eight years. Born 
from nine years. These included the schools August 22, 1866, Washington Heights, 


Kansas City, Westphalia, Mooney 


Minnesota, Elizabeth Welp moved 
Creek, Valley Falls, St. Benedict, and 


Seneca, Kansas, with her family 


ouri; 
Wathena Kansas; Portsmouth, early age. She entered the novitiate 
Dawson and Beatrice, Nebraska; Kansas Mount St. Scholastica September 30, 
City and Bahner, Missouri. 1885, and was clothed the Benedictine 
habit April 26, 1886. Sister Euphe- 
staff Sister Armella Wirth, O.S.B., sixty- mia made triennial vows upon the com- 
mer, eight, died February the convent pletion her novitiate, and was perpe- 
Christ the King Parish Kansas City, tually professed July 1890. 
Kansas, where she had been missioned Sister Euphemia had served teacher, 
with since Christmas. Born September 28, principal, and music instructor many 
1886, Dietersdorf, Germany, Carolina the parochial schools staffed the 
Wirth entered Mount St. Scholastica Sisters Mount St. Scholastica Convent. 
bers Convent January 10, 1907. She was Among these were those situated Val- 
clothed the Benedictine habit August ley Falls, Atchison, Seneca, and Kansas 
10, 1907, and made triennial vows City, Kansas, and Des Moines, 
August 15, 1908. Sister Armella made 
perpetual vows August 15, 1911, and Sister Cajetan Kroth, O.S.B., died 
was among the first receive the Con- the Convent June 22, after 
Virgins May, 1954. ness one year. Born December 24, 
Having spent her many years service 1905, Bruch, Germany, Emma Kroth 
housekeeper for the teaching Sisters, came the novitiate Mount St. Scho- 


Sister Armella had been stationed lastica Convent December 22, 1927. 
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She was clothed the habit December religious life both Atchison and the 
27, 1928, and made triennial vows missions staffed the Sisters Mount 
January 1930. three years St. Scholastica. She had served these 
later, Sister Cajetan was perpetually pro- missions Blaine, Kinney Heights, Beat- 
fessed, and received the Consecration tie, and Kansas City, Kansas; and 
Virgins August 1954. Joseph, Missouri, with the last ten years 

Sister Cajetan had spent her years spent the convent Atchison. 


WHO'S WHO AMONG OUR CONTRIBUTORS 


Kurt von Schuschnigg (“The Liberal Arts Ideal Implies Conscience and Social 
Consciousness”), former Chancellor Austria, professor government Saint 
Louis University. holds J.U.D. degree from the University Innsbruck. 

Gordon Bodenwein, A.B., Death St. Scholastica”), former 
newspaper man now doing free-lance writing Mexico. contributor Pax, 
American Benedictine Review, Salve Regina, and The Cord. 

Rev. Giles Zaramella, Placid professor theology 
and dean men Conception Seminary. Monk the Abbey Padua Italy, 
received Ph.D. and S.T.L. degrees from Sant’ Anselmo, Rome, 1948. 

Rev. Mark Barron, O.P. (“Intellectual professor philosophy and 
theology the St. Mary College, Xavier, Kansas. has studied Notre Dame 
University and the Catholic University America. 

Sister Claire Lynch, O.S.B. Our Responsibility mistress 
novices St. Bede’s Priory, Eau Claire, Wisconsin. Sister contributor 
olic Historical Review and The American Benedictine Review. 

Rev. John Lacy (“The Wisdom Christ End Product Catholic Educa- 
editor the Eastern Kansas Register. Father Lacy alumnus St. Bene- 
dict’s College, Conception Seminary, and the Denver Register College Journalism. 

Very Rev. Msgr. Alexander Harvey, S.T.L., (The Christian Experience), 
pastor the Old Cathedral Parish, Leavenworth, Kansas. Former chancellor the 
diocese, was elevated the rank monsignor last December and Promotor Justi- 
tiae the archdiocese. 

Dolan McKelvy (The Mother, the Heart the Home), County Judge Atchison 
County, Kansas; Oblate St. Benedict Conception Abbey; and father young 
family. 

Very Rev. William Raphael Burke, O.P. (The Apostolate Chastity), well known for 
retreat work, stationed St. Dominic Villa, Dubuque, holds the title 
Praedicator Generalis for his order. 

Rev. Adolph Hrdlicka, O.S.B. (Essays the Priesthood), St. 
Procopius College, Lisle, Illinois. 

Rev. Bernard Sause, O.S.B. (Chastity), professor theology St. 
College. the author 4nd Amend Life reviewed this issue. 

Sister Mary Paul Reilly, O.S.B. (The Lord), librarian St. Scholastica High 
School, Chicago. She the author the book What Must Do? 
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Book Reviews 


The Apostolate Chastity: Treatise for 
Religious Sisters. Ferdinand Valentine, 
0.P. Westminster, Md.: The Newman Press, 
1954. Pp. viii, 245. $3.25. 


Father Valentine this volume has 
treated difficult subject most en- 
lightened way. gives thorough con- 
sideration chastity pertains the 
religious life, and indicates the rightful 
place woman God’s plan. The com- 
chastity. The purpose the book 
remove from the minds women one 
the reasons for the dearth vocations 
the religious life. 

warns confessors that the con- 
fessional not the proper place for mak- 
ing final decision about vocation. 
The purpose the novitiate help 
women make the decision. After open- 
ing his treatise with practical thoughts 
about vocations, closes with de- 
scription perfect religious standing 
beneath the cross offering herself God 
humble handmaiden. 


When treating formal virginity the 
author states: “If this unlawful loss 
virginity brought about through desire 
only and not followed full experience 
venereal pleasure, then virginity can 
probably restored repentance” (p. 
86). St. Thomas Aquinas more direct 
and positive that question. says: 
“In like manner person who has lost 
virginity sin, recovers repenting, 
not the matter virginity, but the pur- 
pose (Q.152, A.3, 3.). 


excellent. The author contends that 
there are more frustrated women the 
world than religion. Unmarried 
women with yen for motherhood are 
without outlet for pent-up love. Reli- 
gious for the most part spend their mater- 
nal love the children the classroom, 
orphans, the sick hospitals and souls. 
The personal balance maintained 
religious the exercise such 
love admirably considered 


the chapter entitled “Straying Af- 


“The most deadly conflict conceivable 
the religious sister who say vic- 
timized her own chastity.” states 
the author (p.125). about 
the practice chastity partial cause 
for the increase mental cases found 
nowadays convents. Uncertainty 
about past confessions, scruples and emo- 
tional upsets can traced, many in- 
stances, fears produced too much 
thinking the virtue chastity. 


The Apostolate Chastity, prudent 
way, exalts the virtues chastity and 
virginity, and the same time clarifies 
their place the lives women conse- 
crated Religious and those hav- 
ing the care souls could profit read- 
ing this book. 

Very Rev. Burke, O.P. 


Essays the Priesthood. St. Meinrad, Ind.: 
St. Meinrad Seminary, 1954. St. Meinrad 
Essays. Vol. II, No. Dec. 1954. Pp. 100. 
$1.00. 

Priests our day, caught the tempo 
modern living, are faced with the many 
demands made them the numerous 
activities and services quite naturally as- 
sociated with their sacred calling. 
the same time, they are fully aware the 
personal sanctification essential fruit- 
ful care souls. They realize that they 
can become too much engrossed ex- 
ternal activities and hence need keep 
sharp eye their personal spiritual 
lives while they are dispensing the means 
salvation their flocks. 

small volume that deals with this 
twofold problem Essays the Priest- 
hood. The book introduced the 
Most Reverend Paul Schulte, D.D., 
Archbishop Indianapolis, and prefaced 
model the diocesan priest, the Most 
Reverend Amleto Cicognani, Apostolic 
Delegate the United States. Then fol- 
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low the essays, eight number, 
many alumni priests the St. Meinrad 
Seminary. Among the various phases 
priestly life and activity discussed are 
the priest and prayer, the priest and the 
Mother God, the priest and his parishi- 
oners, and the priest and the missions. 


This reviewer found two other essays 
particularly appealing: “The Diocesan 
Priest Teacher” and “The Priest and 
the Pen.” The first very convincing 
defense the combination the priestly 
and teaching vocation. Aimed part 
piece the Commonweal volume 
Catholicism America that takes op- 
posite view, the essay demonstrates quite 
clearly that the priest-teacher can validly 
full-time priest. this has the 
full support papal statements and 
instructions from Roman congregations. 


The second essay almost plea for 
course letter-writing the seminary 
curriculum aid priest’s ministry. 
The author looks upon letters priest’s 
part-time helpers and believes that cer- 
tain instances they can accomplish more 
than personal visits when these are im- 
possible inadvisable, attracting 
likely converts, cheering the sick, thank- 
ing those who have done notable service 
the Church, administering “tap 
the the lax. The essay 
generous with practical suggestions. 

The editors chose the authors with care: 
each was selected for his special compe- 
tence the subject his essay. Priests 
young and old will find this miscellany 
their vocation abundant material for 
reading, meditation, self-examination. 
The copy hand indicates that the book- 
let has gone through second printing 
since its publication late 1954— 
evidence its worth. 


Rev. Adolph Hrdlicka, 


The Golden String. Bede Griffiths, 
New York: Kenedy Sons, 1954. Pp. 
168. $3.50. 

For those who find perpetually new 
revelation God His wonderful mercy 
souls, The Golden String will satis- 
fying. record personal experi- 
ence written Dom Bede Griffiths, 
Prinknash Benedictine, now stationed 
Pluscarden Priory Scotland. 

intellectual Dom Bede 
chose write his soul’s search for 
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Infinite Love under metaphorical title 
which first encountered the writing 
William Blake. the prologue the 
somewhat brief account his struggle 
against the mechanized aspect the In- 
dustrial Revolution and the dehumanized 
civilization observed everywhere about 
him, calls the “golden string” the grace 
that hidden under the circumstances 
daily life and given every soul. the 
epilogue declares Golden 
String Christ the sacrifice Christ 
the central event human history” 
(p. 164). 

Nearly thirty years search went 
into that conclusion, and the book pre- 
sents recognition the place various 
authors had directing and drawing Dom 
Bede toward that truth. The failure 
his philosophic reading turned him 
literature the means making contact 
with reality. Like the Romantics 
tried lose himself nature and was 
impressed presence therein that 
sought for solution the mystery 
being withdrawing cliff West 
Kerry, Ireland, where lived frugally, 
obtaining bread and milk from the vil- 
lagers. 

Following this attempt escape scien- 
tific living, the realization possible 
connection between the God Christian 
revelation and the presence nature 
came him and forced him admit that 
was longer the face nature which 
seemed contain the meaning life for 
mystery lay within” (p. 51). 


Broad-scale reading the Romantics, 
Lawrence, Tolstoy, Berkeley, 
Spinoza and Kant prepared him for the 
rational appeal St. Augustine The 
Confessions. poetic and moral pow- 
Dante’s Divine Comedy, coupled with 
acceptance Thomistic philosophy, 
and cultural appreciation the Renais- 
sance, drew this man toward the Church. 


experiment the common life pre- 
ceded his acceptance the faith. With 
two student friends attempted live 
austerely and simply the country, 
spending much time solitude and pray- 
er. Eventually they undertook the manu- 
labor the farmers. part each 
day they devoted reading. Together 
they began literary study the Bible 
which gave way intense apprecia- 
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tion revelation and understanding 
the moral order the universe. 

The Golden String contains the reflec- 
tions the author Holy Scripture, 
religion, literature, science, and other 
forms culture. particular Dom 
Bede points out that the constantly re- 
curring symbolism the liturgy finds 
the contact with reality that had once 
sought art and literature. 

striking the similarity between 
Dom Bede Griffiths and Thomas Merton 
(Father Louis, O.C.S.O.) that may 
mentioned. Both men were converts 
drawn the contemplative life and 
awed the completely satisfying aspect 
Christianity that only the monastic ob- 
servance could supply inward craving 
for prayer and solitude. his journal, 
The Sign Merton says that the 
sign Jonas the sign Christ’s Resur- 
rection and that the only reality 
sealed (redeemed) under the sign. For 
the mystery death and resurrection 
one’s own life and pass through world 
appearances Reality. 

Sister Pierre Cavanaugh, 


The Virtue Love; Meditations. Paul 
Jaegher, S.J. New York: Kenedy, 1955. 
Pp. xi, 176. $3.00. 

All who are acquainted with Father 
Jaegher’s One With Fesus will recog- 
nize the trend thought which the same 
author pursues The Virtue Love 
being somewhat similar it. This con- 
temporary French missionary who labors 
India does not pretend offer anything 
new the subject charity, for says 
the preface: great importance 
the virtue charity our excuse, then, 
for this book meditations. Our aim 
inflame souls with the fire divine 
love and show them the path that 
leads the summit love; pure, uni- 
tive love, perfect (p.x). 


author reminds that God in- 
vites all men perfection, especially reli- 
gious. Referring the religious, says: 
“It his job, his trade sanctify him- 
self and sanctify others. should 
the habitual state mind one 
who says, ‘If not reach sanctity, 
least before death, life will 
least partly failure” (pp.11-12). 


One the predominant desires, then, 
which Father Jaegher recommends 
the desire for sanctity. Here echoes 
the spirit his fellow-Jesuit, Father Wil- 
liam Doyle, whose favorite ejaculation 
was: omnipotent God, make 
saint!” Father Jaegher says simply, 
the measure our charity 
the measure our (Pref. p.ix). 
the course this book’s meditations 
different phases charity, the reader 
begins realize with more intensity that 
charity not isolated virtue. 
the root all virtue. 

presenting this truth, the author 
draws attention many minor virtues, 
such kindness, thoughtfulness, generosi- 
ty, consideration our neighbor, the gift 
habitually striving make others 
happy. Similarly reminds the reader 
how eradicate self love, self pity, un- 
kind words, harsh judgments all for 
the love God. 

Three chapters were special interest 
Liveth Me,” and “God Our Neigh- 
bor.” 

The author states the preface (p.x): 
“These meditations may taken 
whole make give retreat love; 
they may read individually. 
them have added instructions 
various themes and virtues, which, 
trust, will also aid teaching and foster- 
ing the habit spiritual reading.” 

The Virtue Love definitely in- 
spirational book, with 
roots which are found St. Paul’s teach- 
ing, live not not but Christ liveth 
me.” 

Sister Florence Feeney, 


The Christian Experience: Introduction 
Theology. Jean Mouroux, translated 
George Lamb. New York: Sheed and Ward, 
1954. Pp. xi, 370. $5.00. 


this book its author, the Superior 
the Grand Seminaire Dijon, says: 
means lived knowledge, and 
Christian experience means the Chris- 
tian’s awareness his relationship with 
God But the relationship 
Christian God based upon his pos- 
session sanctifying grace, and the Coun- 
cil Trent has declared that cannot 
know that have sanctifying grace, that 
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is, that cannot experience our pos- 
session it. 

Canon Mouroux’s thesis, however, 
that there ordinary Christian ex- 
perience distinct from mystical experience 
one hand, and the other from the 
that is, experiencing surety salva- 
tion. maintains that the Christian 
becomes aware his relationship God 
Christ, through the 
signs the work charity his soul. 
feels that reacting from the Pro- 
testant surety salvation have gone 
too far the other extreme and have not 
allowed human beings enough range 
their actual experience whole com- 
plex acts, organically connected and 
normally quite clearly defined that realize, 
manifest and develop Christian experi- 
ence.” 

parallel the over-emphasis placed 
post-Tridentine theologians the or- 
ganizational aspect the Church con- 
trasted with the idea the Church 
the Mystical Body, and the over- 
emphasis placed the same theologians 
the idea destruction essential 
part the concept sacrifice. seems 
true that the Catholic reaction Pro- 
testant theology has sometimes twisted 
our own concepts bit out line with 
traditional Catholic thought. 

Canon Mouroux’s book very scholar- 
ly, very French its thoroughness; but 
tough reading and more rewarding 
when read from the viewpoint theology 
than from the viewpoint the spiritual 
life. 

Very Rev. Msgr. Alexander Harvey 


The Mother, the Heart the Home. Edited 
Edgar Schmiedeler, St. Meinrad, 
Ind.: Grail Publications, 1955. Pp. 216. 2.00. 
This book collection addresses 

given clergy, religious, and laymen 

the 1954 National Catholic Family Life 

Conference held New Orleans. com- 

plements well The Father, the Head the 

Home, talks given meeting the 

same group 1953. 

spite the variety selections 
given speeches rather than intended 
primarily for publication, the book keeps 
balance discussing the desired interior 


Page Seventy-two 


holiness and the practical problems 
attaining which face Catholic family 
life today. Outstanding, for example, 
Sister Amatora’s suggestion the help 
homes would receive each one present 
this audience begins saying the 
family rosary daily, wearing the scapular, 
making the five First Saturdays and 
consecrating himself, his children, his 
family the Immaculate Heart Mary, 


The relationship between sanctity 
the family and economic problems 
touched Sister Mary Anselm, 
director home economics education 
St. Louis University, who says that 
“material possessions can used 
effective means towards the all important 
end sanctification” (p.163). And 
John Kane Notre Dame, ex- 
cellent talk the perspective needed 
husband and wife, remarks: “In fact, 
not too much say the price 
business professional success may 
failure (p.155). (Italics sup- 
plied.) 


Valuable too are the spiritual, educa- 
tional, social, and economic helps for the 
family which the Most Rev. Abel Cail- 
louet, D.D., New Orleans, feels can spring 
from parish life. One would wish that 
the customs mentioned the Bishop— 
the King’s cake, the blessing children 
with holy water, the renewal the pledge 
the Holy Family had been more 
thoroughly explained. 


But this reviewer one the most 
important observations the book the 
plea for more specific help from the 
Catholic Church aiding the family “in 
its struggle for adaptation complex 
geois Loyola University who points 
this need, saying: 

Certainly, its [the definition mar- 

riage and the family sacred and inviolable 

tremendous strengthening force secu- 
lar society. But this spiritual emphasis must 
accompanied diagnosis and counseling 

geared the realities specific situations (p. 

130). (Italics supplied. 

Dr. Bourgeois pleads for unified 
family approach religious participa- 
tion,” urging family Communion Sunday 
and noting that age-graded, sex-divided 
methods taking part Sunday worship 
“can disruptive family routine, or- 
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ganization and functioning.” 

For all its valuable content, this book 
the Mother’s position the home 
seems not sufficiently fortified the fol- 
lowing respects: 

First all, more attention should 
given the Holy Ghost and His place 
the family life. Then, too, both 
this book and the collection dealing with 
the Father, there lack stress 
three major topics: St. Joseph, the spirit- 
ual adviser, and reparation. St. Joseph 
mentioned but usually glossed over. 
The other topics are conspicuous their 
absence. 

difficult see how sanctification 
can achieved families today’s 
world without spiritual adviser. Temp- 
tations are too great and the will too weak, 
witness the problems working 
mothers. Yet the spiritual adviser 
never mentioned, and parents are left 
their own solutions problems. Sig- 
nificant, for example, the statement: 

would urgently ask all working married 

women study their own family needs honest- 

ly, determine whether their jobs are really 
necessary whether they are merely excuse 
purchase luxuries such great cost their 

and the interests their families (p. 
This nothing more than pious wish; 
leaves the situation exactly where 
was before. 


And since reparation the keystone 
charity, seems unfortunate that the 
book the Mother does not include 
servant God the place reparation, 
contemplation, and meditation the 
home. 


Absent from the book, too, 
recommendation daily Mass. Because 
the value one Mass greater than all 
other prayers, this reviewer would wish 
the resolution for family Mass Satur- 
days (p.213) could have read something 
like this: 


that all families where pos- 
sible attend daily Mass and receive Com- 
munion, and special attention called the 
promises Our Lord and Our Lady with re- 
gard the salutary practice the nine first 
Fridays and the five first Saturdays. 


Finally, the use the word “heart” for 
the Mother seems bit unfair the 
Father. Since the layman the “head” 


connotes justice and the mercy, 
the Father, too, would like have some 


The Family Life Bureau advisory 
board seems ably represented this col- 
lection, and this reader would happy 
see some its contents made more 
accessible the layman than this book 
will be. Some system making the 
study and resolutions the Conference 
reach into the home, for which they were 
obviously intended, ought, seems, 
devised. Perhaps publications some 
these essays Family Digest and 
sending the resolutions every parish 
would help. This reader, too, would like 
see the best these addresses, together 
with the best those the book the 
Father and that the Child (an earlier 
symposium the Conference), made 
accessible the reading public one 
volume. 


final analysis, this collection the 
Mother beginning the penetration 
the problem well expressed 
Robert Odenwald, M.D., the con- 
cluding remark his address (p.106). 


Finally the spirit religion, the Mother 
must find some happy medium between the 
role Mary and that Martha. She must 
continue serve God all that she does, and 
increase her understanding God’s will 
through contemplation. She must play the role 
Martha, for with husband and children 
she must indeed ‘‘busy about many 


Dolan McKelvy 


Chastity; being the English version Chas- 
teté Problémes Religieuse aujourd’ 
hui; translated Lancelot Sheppard. 
London: Blackfriars Publications, 1955. Pp. 
(Vol. Religious Life). about 


Except for the spiritual presentation 
the virtue obedience, nothing guaran- 
tees the high quality retreat, any 
other discussion the religious life, 
well prepared conference chastity. 
Because its distinctive power for unify- 
ing all that man offers God under the 
vows; because the completeness and 
absolute character its life-long dedica- 
tion; and most all because the soul’s 
constant dependence grace making 
the observance chastity contribution 
the spiritual life the Church, only 
the worthiest treatment should ever 
accorded this difficult and delicate virtue. 
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humble and spiritual love chastity, 
which never permits its possessor 
unmindful difficulties and the need 
for Christ work the soul, casts the 
observance all virtue strong pure 
light. The ascetical principle chasti- 
ty’s intensification charity religious 
dedication must integrated wisely and 
with motivating appeal formal class- 
room instruction, conferences, retreats, 
spiritual reading, exhortations the 
sacrament penance, and counselling 
the individual. 


This spiritual need sends superiors, 
novice mistresses, instructors, retreat 
masters, and confessors search the 
worthiest material available chastity. 
Many these persons will welcome this 
new title the limited bibliography 
English the religious life. The review- 
hopes that they will not disap- 
pointed has been its content or, 
more properly, the manner which 
the content presented. 


The apologetic statement Father Plé, 
O.P., the opening paragraph his in- 
troduction the book, “The 
having dealt with obedience and poverty, 
was obliged tackle chastity, and com- 
plete study the three vows,” (italics 
supplied, p.x) seems extremely poor 
taste although, justice, reflects 
the impression created several the 
contributions the symposium. 

The work what Father Plé calls it, 
study. views “the problem chasti- 
ty” from every conceivable angle, from 
rather factual historical account more 
calculated impress the reader with its 
array footnotes than with love 
privileged and honored state the 
Church medical observations (p. 
195ff.), hygiene, which worthy Christian 
mothers teach their teen-age daughters 
(p. 242ff.), and even gymnastic exer- 
cises (p. 259ff.). Considerations like the 
three just mentioned were allotted what 
seems disproportionate space the 
program (if granted that they 
need public airing), when compared with 
the importance Biblical evidence, sac- 
red theology, asceticism, and canon law. 

symposium this kind the con- 
tributions are usually uneven value. 
The article Dom Olivier Rousseau, 
monk Chevetogne Priory Bel- 
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gium, “Virginity the Greek Fathers” 
(pp.39-56) attractively written, 
soundly presented study; its conclusions 
seem particularly well drawn. After 
rather slow warming his topic, 
Father A.-M. Henry, O.P., “The Mys- 
tery Virginity” (pp.79-100) offers the 
most constructive and inspiring study 
found the collection: twenty 
pages integrates the vocation vir- 
ginity with the spiritual practices the 
religious life ascetical program whose 
fulfillment will exact unlimited generosity 
and correspondence with grace. Because 
the high quality its writing, and be- 
cause its receding implications that 
draw the mind into profound appreci- 
ation the beauty the difficult virtue, 
the chapter “Virginity and the Theological 
Virtues” M.-J. Guillou, O.P. (pp. 
116-127) disappointingly brief. 

difficult determine with any 
degree precision the type reader for 
whom this English version modern 
French congress intended. Its approach 
unmistakably European; scholarly 
and philosophical degree that will 
almost automatically forfeit its appeal for 
many who eagerly seek inspiration and 
guidance but are unresponsive learned 
disquisitions. Parts the present work 
impress the mind vigorously, but too 
many opportunities for touching the heart 
are allowed pass unused; whole 
the book seems too identified with class- 
room techniques, too little informed 
the warmness and generosity the sacred 


liturgy. 
Rev. Bernard Sause, 


The Lord. Romano Guardini. Chicago: 
Henry Regnery, 1954. Pp. xi, 535. $6.50. 
The cover selection Georges Rouault’s 

“Christ Mocked for Romano 

Guardini’s The Lord was happy one 

its vivid, pictorial illustration 

curring theme the book: the majesty 
and calm the suffering Christ face 
the cruel and uncomprehending rejec- 
tion those came redeem. 
signor Guardini not concerned with the 
biography Christ historical per- 
sonage; rather applies reverent 

original intelligence the revelations 
the Incarnate God enunciated them 
during His earthly existence The por- 
trait our Lord which emerges, emphasiz- 
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His divine character and clarifies 
meditation the seeming paradox the 
Incarnation. Guardini’s Christ aloof 
and majestic, yearning understood, 
yet ignored even His specially chosen. 
The attitudes engenders are reverence 
and adoration before the Messiah’s free 
acceptance suffering and death for 
who cannot comprehend His goodness. 


This book does not follow exact 
chronology the life Christ; neverthe- 
less progressive pattern discernible 
its seven parts. The first considera- 
tions are entitled Beginnings,” and 
the phrase includes the significance 
Christ’s teachings the outset His 
life well the human preparations for 
His coming and the details His fleshly 
origins and birth. Parts Two, Three, and 
Four elaborate our Lord’s message, trace 
the tragedy its rejection and His sub- 
sequent progress Jerusalem and death. 
“The Last Days” the interior mystery 
the Passion pondered with depth and 
discernment. The last two sections con- 
cern the glorified life Christ; first 
the period immediately following His 
Resurrection, then His eternal reign 
from God’s right Hand Heaven’s eterni- 
ty. This concluding part remarkable 
for its analysis the imagery the 
Apocalypse and for the synthesis the 
destiny the God-Man which com- 
pletes. Monsignor Guardini’s method 
developing his meditations revolve 
the sacred account Scripture lovingly 
his mind, extracting from the fulness 
Preface the author voices the realization 
that some his turns thought may 
startle his reader. offers them, how- 
ever, the hope that these concepts may 
stimulate closer examination the sacred 
texts: may used discarded. 
What counts the realization that Christ 
forces upon when himself ‘interprets 
Scripture’ and our hearts start ‘burning 
within us’ (Luke 24-27 and 32)” (Pre- 
face, vii). Short and loosely unified, the 
readings often far afield from the or- 
iginal inspiration, but this reviewer feels 
that most Benedictines will appreciate 
the liberty rich spirit intent the 
reverent search The few pages 
crescendo climax which always 
invitation private reflection and 
prayer. 


evidence Monsignor Guardini’s 
freshness approach may well 
summarize some the more striking 
his conclusions. Thus, considering the 
origin and ancestry Christ, the author 
reminded what St. Paul says the 
Lord: “For have not high priest who 
cannot have compassion our infirmi- 
ties, but one tried are all things 
except sin.” (Hebrews com- 
passion Christ was possibly the result 
His pondering the names His own 
genealogy the names Juda, David, 
Solomon entering through this con- 
sideration into realization “what 
means enter into human history with 
its burden fate and (p.7). 

Again, the author returns often the 
thought that the human history the 
Messiah might have been different; that 
His death should never have been neces- 
sary. His acceptance would have been 
prelude kingdom truth and justice, 
era peace and blessedness. What 
would Jesus have been like the age 
True, Scripture says: “Did not Christ 
have suffer these things before entering 
into His glory?” (Luke 24-26) 
dares say that comprehends the 
divine freedom this ‘have (p.223) 
Later, meditation concludes: 


Never should the Christian calmly accept 
Christ’s death salvation. 
does, rigidity and inhumanity will 
creep into his faith that will destroy every- 
thing. For then the life the Lord ceases 
genuinely lived, genuine coming and going 
and acting and willing and suffering fate! 

(p.380). 

One last point especially noteworthy 
because its frequent reiteration The 
Lord: the necessity for complete sub- 
mission judgment, conversion mind, 
when faced with the dilemma which the 
life and words Christ pose inquir- 
ing intellect. Monsignor Guardini, 
difficulties are evidence that the message 
our Savior making impact upon 
our consciousness; that the tremendous 
consequences His teachings are begin- 
ning apparent us. Doubt, how- 
ever, dismisses foreign the Chris- 
tian mentality, underlining the necessity 
for response humble faith: 

Origin and content the Christian conscious- 


ness spring from one source only: the self- 
revelation the living God himself 
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addresses us. The essential Word through 
whom speaks, the ultimate reality through 
whom reveals himself Jesus Christ. 
really the incarnate revelation the 
omnipotent God, then human criticism 
Then only one attitude towards him 
justifiable: readiness hear and obey. 

Not because any lack independence 

perspicacity, but because criticism Christ 

according human standards utterly sense- 

less (p.533). 

The Lord book what will lead the 
reader Christ, its subject, and will leave 
him with deeper insight into the mean- 
ing the Incarnation with all its tremen- 
dous consequences for time and for eter- 
nity. 

Sister Mary Paul Reilly, 


And Amend Life: Progress for Religious 
through Confession. Bernard Sause, 
St. Meinrad, Indiana: Grail Publica- 
tions, 1955. Pp. 89. Paper .75. 

The purpose this booklet, 4nd Amend 
Life, well expressed the sub- 
title, “Progress for Religious through 
Confession.” 

The author’s first remark offers chal- 
lenge religious. Sin always mys- 
committed despite good religious en- 
vironment. Effective sorrow for sin can 
obtained from God only through the 
light the Holy Spirit. Humble prayer 
will bring the soul true appreciation 
the malice involved when offends 
God. Consideration the limitless love 
powerful means attaining effective 
contrition. 

The prayers Alcuin York, St. 
Thomas Aquinas, and St. Bernard moti- 
vate the desire obtain forgiveness. 
The miserere psalm and the gospel nar- 
ratives relating the sin and repentance 
St. Mary Magdalen, St. Peter, and the 
good thief incite strong confidence. 


Chapters three nine aim instruct 
the penitent the immediate prepara- 
tion for the sacrament and actual con- 
fession. approach positive all 
its points. The penitent looks forward 
amendment. there mortal sin 
the method confessing simply 
stated. confessing venial faults few 
sins that interfere most with the ideals 
religious life should 
Cardinal consideration given the 
vows, the ideals religious community 
life, spiritual exercises, and works 
zeal. The suggestions for actual con- 
fession are calculated awaken strong 
and tender love for our ever forgiving 
God and gratitude for the power has 
given the priest. Prayer for the priest 
forms helpful part the preparation 
for confession. 

The last four chapters supply genuine 
incentives the soul now cleansed. 
Prayers gratitude should precede the 
carrying out the sacramental penance. 
The author has selected psalms and 
prayers composed the saints incite 
sincere thankfulness. ‘The author makes 
another exce!lent contribution emphas- 
izing the sin-freed condition the reli- 
gious, who pleasing God that 
can help himself and others prayer. 
The prayers said for the Church, the 
dying, the lost priest nun, for voca- 
tions and for the suffering souls are now 
most effective. 

The author’s final appeal Life 
Pleasing God” illustrated the the 
ardent pleadings the great Saints Bede, 
Anselm, Francis Assisi and others. 

The helps offered this little booklet 
will bring peace and spiritual advance- 
ment religious who really desire 
amend their lives. 


Sister Eva Halasey, 


NOTICES EXPIRATION are not mailed, but hope that old and 


new subscribers will find convenient send their subscriptions 


early date. Prompt attention this matter will enable prepare our 


mailing list for the next issue. Subscription price for the Benedictine Review 


$2.00. 
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